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Half a century after President Lyndon B. Johnson declared a war on poverty, the
number of Americans living in slums is rising at an extraordinary pace.
The number  of  people  living in  high-poverty  areas—defined as  census  tracts
where  40 percent  or  more of  families  have income levels  below the  federal
poverty threshold—nearly doubled between 2000 and 2013, to 13.8 million from
7.2 million, according to a new analysis of census data by Paul Jargowsky, a
public-policy professor at Rutgers University-Camden and a fellow at The Century
Foundation.  That’s  the  highest  number  of  Americans  living  in  high-poverty
neighborhoods ever recorded.

The development is worrying, especially since the number of people living in high-
poverty areas fell 25 percent, to 7.2 million from 9.6 million, between 1990 and
2000.  Back  then,  concentrated  poverty  was  declining  in  part  because  the
economy was booming.

Read more: http://www.citylab.com/housing/the-resurrection-of-americas-slums
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