Basic Income Earth Network
(BIEN)
Founded in 1986, the Basic Income European Network
(BIEN) aims to serve as a link between individuals and
groups committed to, or interested in, basic income,
i.e. an income unconditionally granted to all on an
individual basis, without means test or work
requirement, and to foster informed discussion on this topic throughout Europe.
Members of BIEN include academics, students and social policy practitioners as
well as people actively engaged in political, social and religious organisations.
They vary in terms of disciplinary backgrounds and political affiliations no less
than in terms of age and citizenship. In the course of two decades, “BIEN” has
become somewhat of a misnomer, as scholars and activists from other continents
have actively joined the network.
Common to all is the belief that some sort of economic right based upon
citizenship – rather than upon one’s relationship to the production process or
one’s family status – is called for as part of the just solution to social problems in
advanced societies. Basic Income, conceived as a universal and unconditional, if
modest, continuous stream of income granted throughout life to all members of a
political community is just the simplest and most striking element in an expanding
set of social policy proposals inspired by this belief and currently debated, if not
already implemented.
To actively foster this debate, BIEN publishes a newsletter which provides an upto-date and comprehensive international overview on relevant events and
publications. It organises bi-annual BIEN-congresses where people from more
than twenty countries have met to report and discuss basic income and related
proposals in connection with a broad spectrum of themes, such as unemployment,
European integration, poverty, development, changing patterns of work career
and family life, and principles of social justice.
BIEN expanded its scope from European to the Earth in 2004. It is an
international network that serves as a link between individuals and groups

committed to or interested in basic income, and fosters informed discussion of the
topic throughout the world.
Go to: http://www.basicincome.org/

