
Carvalho,  Regiane  –  Slums  And
Cities  In  Brazil:  Comparison  For
Belo Horizonte And Rio De Janeiro
iussp.org. 2013

Abstract
This  paper  compares  slums (subnormal  clusters)  with  formal  city  to  identify
similarities and differences between these populations. The exercise is done for
two Brazilian cities: Rio de Janeiro and Belo Horizonte, both with over 2 million
inhabitants. In Rio de Janeiro 22% of population lives in 763 slums while in Belo
Horizonte  13% of  population  lives  in  211  slums  spread  throughout  the  city
territory. The analysis consists of comparing the formal city with slums regarding
individual demographic characteristics of the population such as age structure,
composition by race / color as well as characteristics of households like access to
basic sanitation, including access to potable water and waste disposal. Using data
from the 2010 National Demographic Census, the results indicate that, in fact,
there isn’t a great disparity between slums and rest of the city with regard to the
differences  in  attendance  to  basic  services,  being  this  difference  was  more
pronounced  with  regard  to  the  age  structure  of  the  population  and  social
inequalities understood as differences in income and
race/color. Finally, some recommendations are made for public policies aimed at
the population living in slums.
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