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States of Mind (SoM) (Beyond Appearances) is a forum for
looking  behind  the  world  of  appearances.  Only  by
understanding  hidden drivers,  motives  and desires  –  and
seeing through the commonly accepted narratives – can we
explain what is really happening in our world.

States  of  Mind  takes  a  generally  pessimistic  view  of  the  human  condition.
Modernity, social-media, celebrity-culture and dumbing-down are making shallow
fools of the many and putting democracy itself in danger. At the same time, nation
states are increasingly polarising and fragmenting into confrontational groups
driven  by  the  grievances  of  identity  politics.  We  are  living  through  a  post-
ideological age where conspiracy theories, hashtags, celebrity culture and fake
news are replacing thought, conversation and analysis. The democratisation of
unfiltered information is leading to the fracturing of social cohesion.

Good things often take time, thought, experience and care to create. Too often
today, time-tried-and-tested institutions, humane values and policies are being
attacked and destroyed by greedy, ignorant and aggressive individuals, groups
and organizations. Most are bent on increasing inequality, exclusion and division.
These people are at war with core democratic values and have found a way to use
the  processes  of  democracy  to  attack  and  diminish  social  cohesion  and  the
democratic mindset. We have a paradoxical situation where the citizen’s vote has
become the single greatest threat to democratic values. States of Mind aims to
become a force to help cure democracy of this auto-immune disease. In this sense,
democracy is at war with itself and warfare must be re-defined as the ability to
know,  understand  and  influence  how people  think  and  feel.  Our  values  and
analysis of the situation are valid. What we lack in today’s “reality is information”
world, is influence.

States of Mind recognizes that we need to become players in this war if we are to
defend what is right, what is good and protect the everyday values of fratérnité –
pluralism,  respect  for  the other,  tolerance and compromise.   States  of  Mind
intends to gather opinions and insights into ways to influence key decision-makers
and put some backbone into politicians and policy-makers. In this regard we do
not trust governments, elected leaders or politicians to get it right. We recognise
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that  we  ourselves  must  take  the  fight  directly  to  those  who  would  destroy
democratic values. Think about it.

States of Mind will pick-up issues across the spectrum – and spare no individuals,
groups, organizations or country practices from deeper scrutiny. But we also aim
to entertain and have a good deal of fun. We may be pessimistic but we are bold
and cheerful and always enjoy a good laugh.

Our content will be taken from open sources across the media and supported by
bespoke  think-pieces,  weighty  references  and  analysis  from  insightful
contributors. There is a lot out there we need to expose and shame. And in the
process, we take a sceptical position towards the prevailing so-called values of the
so-called “superpowers” who are inflicting so much material damage and misery
on the world. We don’t trust them, period. We aim to expose and share best
practice in taking the fight to the darker forces dismantling the human values that
make life worth living.

Perhaps it is already too late and the battle is lost, for now. Perhaps not.

Go to: https://www.statesofmind.eu/
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