
Folkstreams ~ A National Preserve
Of American Folklore Stories

The films on Folkstreams are often produced by
independent  filmmakers  and  focus  on  the
culture,  struggles,  and  arts  of  unnoticed
Americans  from  many  different  regions  and
communities. The filmmakers were driven more
by sheer engagement with the people and their
traditions  than  by  commercial  hopes.  Their
films have unusual subjects, odd lengths, and

talkers who do not speak “broadcast English.” Although they won prizes at film
festivals, were used in college classes, and occasionally were shown on PBS, they
found few outlets commercial theaters, video shops or television. But they have
permanent value.

They come from the same intellectual  movement that  gave rise to  American
studies, regional and ethnic studies, the “new history,” “performance theory,” and
investigation  of  tenacious  cultural  styles  in  phenomena  like  song,  dance,
storytelling, visual designs, and ceremonies. They also respond to the intense
political and social ferment of the period.

Many of the films are linked to significant published research. Folkstreams draws
on  this  material  to  accompany  and  illuminate  both  the  subjects  and  the
filmmaking.  And  the  films  themselves  add  powerful  dimensions  to  print
scholarship. They offer a direct experience of unfamiliar worlds. Many of these
worlds  are  now receding  into  the  historical  past.  Folkstreams  mission  is  to
preserve these films, these worlds, and these stories.

FOLKSTREAMS INC is a 501c3 non-profit organization.

Go to: http://www.folkstreams.net/
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