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Within the next 30 years, urban populations in developing countries will double
and UN-Habitat estimates that around 3 billion people will  need housing and
basic infrastructure. Already, 70% of existing housing in developing countries is
built informally without appropriate structural standards. Thus, the challenge lies
in  reconciling  informal  settlements  with  existing  and  future  planned
environments.

In light of these challenges, the South Asia urban team at the World Bank, as part
of its urbanization webinar series, organized a discussion on “Upgrading Housing
in Informal Settlements.” This webinar highlighted the challenges of upgrading
housing in informal settlements, and shared lessons from around the globe where
targeted policy interventions and grassroots movements have mobilized resources
to create success stories. Guest speakers and experts around the world joined the
discussion on informal settlements.
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