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What happens when the way we buy, sell and
pay for things changes, perhaps even removing
the  need  for  banks  or  currency  exchange
bureaus? That’s the radical promise of a world
powered by  cryptocurrencies  like  Bitcoin  and
Ethereum.  We’re  not  there  yet,  but  in  this
sparky talk,  digital  currency researcher  Neha
Narula describes the collective fiction of money

— and paints a picture of a very different looking future.

Neha Narula is director of research at the Digital Currency Initiative, a part of the
MIT  Media  Lab  where  she  teaches  courses  and  leads  cryptocurrency  and
blockchain research. While completing her PhD in computer science at MIT, she
built fast, scalable databases and secure software systems, and she spoke about
these topics at dozens of industry and research conferences.

In a previous life, Narula helped relaunch the news aggregator Digg and was a
senior software engineer at Google. There, she designed Blobstore, a system for
storing and serving petabytes of immutable data, and worked on Native Client, a
system for running native code securely through a browser.

Go to: https://www.ted.com/neha_narula_the_future_of_money
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