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July 2014. Millions of poor people in cities of the Global South live in informal
settlements with low-quality living conditions, due in large part to the lack of
affordable and adequate housing. Policies are needed to regulate, support, and
provide incentives for the development of affordable housing in both the private
and the public sectors. In addition, such housing must be inclusive by design, so
that the urban poor are integrated into local communities rather than being
marginalized by income and class.

Follow this topic here during the month of July to see and discuss reports from
the 23 cities in the URB.im network about efforts by governments, NGOs, and
communities to make inclusive housing a reality — and please share your
thoughts in the comments below.

The market at the bottom of the housing pyramid

Bangalore. Like many Indian cities, Bangalore is in dire need of new housing
options to meet the needs of its working poor. With an increasing ability to pay
and new financing approaches available, families residing in slums have the
means to pay for better conditions, yet few alternatives exist. Ramesh
Ramanathan launched an affordable housing initiative to fill this growing gap, but
found many unexpected barriers along the way.

And much more at: http://urb.im/c1407
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