
Will California Show The Way To
The  Rest  Of  The  US  On  Health
Care?

Since the election of Donald Trump to the
presidency, the news coming out of the US
are gloomy and pessimistic. Yet, resistance
to  Trumpism  is  growing  across  the
country,  and  there  are  even  highly
encouraging  developments  at  the  state
level,  such  as  the  effort  to  introduce  a

universal health care system in the state of California.

Indeed, on June 1, California senators voted to replace private health insurance
with a single-payer system. Senate Bill 562, by senators Ricardo Lara and Toni
Atkins, passed 23-14, and will now advance to the Assembly where the measure
would require two-thirds vote in both chambers to become law.

Clearly,  the June 1 vote by California senators is  an initial  step towards the
adoption  of  a  government-run  universal  health  care  system,  but  it  already
signifies a major political victory for progressives in the United States, who have
long advocated for a publicly-funded health care system. The proposed measure,
i.e., SB-562, was backed by an economic analysis undertaken by The Political
Economy  Research  Institute  (PERI)  of  the  University  of  Massachusetts  at
Amherst. It’s lead author, Distinguished Professor of Economics and Co-Director
of PERI Robert Pollin, introduced the study at a Capitol news conference a day
before the State Senate vote — a move that was undeniably instrumental in the
passing of SB-562 which cleared the first huddle towards the replacement of
private health insurance in California with government-run health care. The full
content of the aforementioned study can be downloaded at the link below.
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