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We are all trying to go ‘green’: ‘green’ world, ‘green’ city,
‘green’ household.

‘Green’  has become a buzzword for sustainable,  safe,  energy efficient and/or
economic.  The  Encyclopaedia  Britannica  describes  green  architecture  as  a
‘philosophy  of  architecture  that  advocates  sustainable  energy  sources,  the
conservation of energy, the reuse and safety of building materials, and the siting
of a building with consideration of its impact on the environment’. In the world of
architecture we are all trying to go green but is this the same in Africa and if it is,
how is it being manifested?

After doing some research, I have realised that ‘green’ architecture in Africa does
not mean the same thing as it does in Europe or America.The reason for the
difference is technology, cost, and governance. I would describe the so-called
‘green’  architecture in  the African context  as  ‘feasible’;  and a  by-product  of
becoming ‘feasible’ is to become sustainable. Feasible or Sustainable architecture
in Africa is finding new ways to cut costs, take lessons from traditional building
methods, conserve energy, promote reuse and still remain relevant.

Read more: http://futurecapetown.com/the-move-to-green-architecture
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