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The National Anthropological Archives and Human Studies Film Archives collect
and  preserve  historical  and  contemporary  anthropological  materials  that
document the world’s cultures and the history of anthropology. Their collections
represent the four fields of anthropology – ethnology, linguistics, archaeology,
and  physical  anthropology  –  and  include  fieldnotes,  journals,  manuscripts,
correspondence, photographs, maps, sound recordings, film and video created by
Smithsonian anthropologists and other preeminent scholars.

The collections include the Smithsonian’s earliest attempts to document North
American Indian cultures (begun in 1846 under Secretary Joseph Henry) and the
research reports and records of the Bureau of American Ethnology (1879-1964),
the U.S. National Museum’s Divisions of Ethnology and Physical Anthropology,
and  the  River  Basin  Surveys.  The  NAA  also  maintains  the  records  of  the
Smithsonian’s Department of Anthropology and of 25 professional organizations,
including the American Anthropological Association, the American Association of
Physical Anthropologists, the American Ethnological Society, and the Society for
American Archaeology.
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