Liz Agbor-Tabi & Lauren Sorkin ~
Blue Is The New Black: Improving
Water Management Yields
Multiple Resilience Benefits

Febr. 2015. The 2015 World Economic Forum in Davos
identified water crises - flood, drought, and pollution - as
the risk with the largest expected impact over the next 10
years in its 2015 Global Risks report. The report posits that
over 50 percent of the planet’s water is already diverted for
human use, and that number is rising. Competition for scarce, clean water creates
conflicts across the world, in cities from Durban to Los Angeles to Mexico City.
Effective water management to confront clean water scarcity is a major concern
for most cities.

Read more: http://www.100resilientcities.org/blue-is-the-new-black
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Contents:
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The book My Story ~ A Study On Chinese Cultural
Identity In Australia, edited by Fan Hong and Liang
Fen has been launched during an international event
in Perth, Australia. The book had been published as
volume 5 of the series Asia Studies - Within and
Without - a book series that is kindly supported also
by Rozenberg Quarterly.

Feng Jicai - A Creative Research Project

Dennis Haskell - Foreword

Jan Ryan - Foreword ~ Chinese in Australia, 1980 -

The first story: Sometimes, Flowers Bloom Even More Beautifully In A Foreign

Soil

2: The Country Behind The Forests

3: Many Small Stones Can Build A Pyramid - That Is How Miracles Are Created

4. I Remain A Typical Chinese Person

5: Three Words, One Marriage

6. From “Falling Leaves Settling On The Roots” To “Falling Leaves Growing From

The Roots”

7.1 Will Repay My Motherland For Nurturing Me

8. From Chinese Country Boy To An Australian Professor

9. Who Is The Foreigner In This Place?

10. A Party With One Member

11. Start From Simplicity
12. An Ordinary Road

13. While Travelling Life’s Journey, Cherish Every Step And Every Stop Along The

Way

14. Seeking A Better Life, Doing Meaningful Things

15. Never Say “Give up”
16. A Love Story
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17. A Unique Personal Statement

18. Full Circle

19. We Are The Masters Of Our Destiny

20. A Special Representative

21. Reborn ~ New Family, New Vision And New Career

22. Only By Creating Your Own World Can You Create A Real Life
23. For All Walks Of Life, There Must Be A Master

24. The Older I Get, The More I Enjoy My Life

25. Half Australian And Half Chinese

26. Keep Your Nose To The Grindstone, You Will Be Successful In The End
Acknowledgement

Preface

The first wave of immigration from China to Australia appeared in the mid-19th
century provoked largely by the gold rush of that period. In the 1861 census of
Australia’s population there were over 38,000 Chinese migrants in Australia and
by 1947 it had fallen to 6,400.

Since the 1980s there has been a new wave of Chinese immigration to Australia,
and there are now over 415,000 Chinese immigrants, or ‘Chinese Australians’.
Chinese migrants record high levels of educational attainment that match and
occasionally surpass the national average. With a high degree of academic
achievement and upward socioeconomic mobility, those Chinese Australians who
were born post the 1950s and post 1980s are among the most well educated
groups in Australia and comprise a large percentage of Australia’s educated class.

This research project is a part of the Cultural Identity Research led by the
Confucius Institute at the University of Western Australia which focuses on the
Chinese who have migrated to Australia since China opened up to the world in the
1980s. In this book we will tell the stories of these ordinary Chinese, their
happiness and sorrows, inspirations and difficulties, and through recorded oral
histories we will analyse their cultural identity, and their experience of
integration with, and contribution to, this vast far away land.

Most of our interviewees, even if they have been living in Australia for many
years, struggle to convey their cultural identity. This project is a precursor to
further research on this fascinating universal issue for immigrants.
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The project will capture the stories of 100 Chinese in Australia, with experiences
reflecting all walks of life including blue collar workers, businessmen,
entrepreneurs, politicians, doctors, lawyers, professors, students and housewives.
The research team will record, transcribe, and review each interview, and
reproduce each individual story, subsequently combining them in a series of
books to be published - entitled “My Story - A study on Chinese cultural identity
in Australia.”

This is Volume 1 of My Story it contains 26 stories of 30 people’s experiences in
Australia. We start from when they first arrive in this foreign land, with their
dreams and expectations. They recall their early and simple lives, enabling us to
share their hardships, and celebrate their achievements and their pride in their
contribution to both countries: Australia and China.

From the beginning of this project, we have received strong support from many
Australian Chinese friends within the Chinese community. We acknowledge our
gratitude to all the interviewees who offered their precious time, for their
willingness to talk openly about their personal lives and to share their
experiences, and for their recommending friends and acquaintances to participate
in our project as part of our ‘snowball sample’. Some interviewees requested that
they remain anonymous hence we have concealed the real names for all but one
of the all interviewees but all the stories are true and authentic. We hope that
their experiences as they continue the journey forward.

We would like to thank Mr Feng Jicai, Professor Jan Ryan, Professor Dennis
Haskell, Dr Wang Yi and Mr Lin Gongjin for their guidance and consistent
support.

We also thank Mr John C. Reeves, Professor Ian Henry, Dr Chen Hong and Mr Yu
Chenggong for the English proofreading of this book; and Mr Wang Liyong and
Miss Wang Zhengyu for the Chinese proofreading. We thank the three PhD
candidates, Guang Zhixun, Liu Li and Zhang Huijie, for their wonderful editorial
assistance. We thank the volunteers of the Confucius Institute of UWA for
transcribing tapes, including Hu Siyu, Zhao Wei, Zhou Yu, Zhang Xiangwei, Hou
Jingyu and Jiang Mingxue.

Finally, we thank all the teachers at the Confucius Institute of UWA for their
professional expertise and commitment in turning the interviews into compelling
stories. The fact that this first volume has been produced in less than a year is
testimony to the hard work and continuous effort of the team at the Confucius



Institute.

We hope you enjoy their stories and welcome all comments in what we hope will
be a stimulating intercultural dialogue.

Order the book: http://www.amazon.de/My-Story-cultural-Identity-Australia
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My Story ~ A Creative Research
Project

For immigrants, identity is a kind of deep
cultural psychology, the pursuit of a mental end-
state, and a key part of their specific humanity.
Since Australia is an important place for Chinese
immigration, research on immigrants’ history,
their personal struggle, the cultural conflict and
integration between themselves and society, as
well as their sense of ‘life-achievement’ are also important. They will contribute to
the affirmation and understanding of immigrants’ value and identity, to their
particular contribution to Australia’s development and social harmony, as well as
to the active exploration of the impact of Australia’s, multicultural policy.

Oral history is an academic approach which has grown in importance since its
origins in the 20th century and has been adopted in a wide range of disciplines
from anthropology, sociology, and cultural studies, to literary heritage. As a kind
of living history record focusing on people, studying personal memories, oral
history has a unique historical and academic value.

In adopting this approach to the study of the cultural identity of Australian
Chinese immigrants, the Confucius Institute at the University of Western
Australia has seized upon a very visionary and creative subject. I believe that this
project will gradually demonstrate its academic significance, it is certainly a good
place to start from,, and we will look forward to sharing this academic
achievements.

Feng Jicai

Deputy President of China Federation of Literary and Art Circles
Consultant of State Council of the People’s Republic of China

19 October 2014
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