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My Story ~ 17. A Unique Personal
Statement

“After many years, when thinking back to the
WA interview at the University of Melbourne Law
‘\/~ School, I still feel that it was the peak of my life.”

Before choosing to study law, I was rather hesitant and struggled with the
decision - the voice telling me to study medicine had been part of my life as I
grew up. My father died of illness when I was three and a half years old, so I grew
up with my mother and grandmother. There was no father figure when we, four
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brothers and sisters, were growing up, which resulted in that we not only had
living problems, but also lacked of spiritual support. Studying medicine was the
inner thought and long-time desire of our father and was also an important
support on my road of life. Once I thought that I would never let other children
suffer the pain of losing a father. It also explains why a lot of my families choose
to study medicine; the motivation is simply related to my father. In addition, I
believe you have read my resume, which shows that I was involved in foreign
trade and have worked in that field for nearly 10 years. Regardless of life
experience, after all it has given me it is no wonder that you may ask why I chose
law. I have already got my answer in my heart.

Personally, perhaps the law is more suitable for me than medicine, because I
know that it is my inner voice speaking. Medical science can help a lot of people,
and it is also the motivation formed by my family background; while the law is
quite different, it is my personal expectation, and the priority of my interests.
People should respect the preference of their hearts, because that will provide
permanent encouragement in the future.

The study of law and foreign trade can complement each other to some extent.
With the guarantee of systems and institutions, trading can be more rewarding.
By studying law, I also would like to help the future exchange between China and
Australia, yes, the exchange between two countries — the international
association.

At this point of the interview at the Law School of University of Melbourne, the
teacher suddenly laughed heartily, and said that I spoke from the heart, with
great feeling and this was the most unique statement that he had ever heard. I
felt embarrassed and scratched my head and smiled kindly. Perhaps the teacher
wanted to see my “caring about the world” face. Soon after the interview, I was
told that I was admitted to the Law School.

I once believed that no one can stand alone, everyone is looking for a warm
embrace, and hopes that that embrace can make oneself safer, stronger and even
perfect. From my first time here in 1991 to getting a permanent residency card in
1997, and to returning home victoriously in 2005, I was successful in Australia —
Australia has a total of more than 600 lawyers, only two of them come from China
and only one has worked as a special adviser in the top law office of Melbourne,
and I am the one. Although I have lived the mainstream of society, I still felt



uneasy and still continued to look for the things that can satisfy my heart. Want I
am looking for, is an ethnic community.

I always explicitly described my position as “an overseas Chinese”. I came to this
land of Australia across the sea and wanted to learn the language and understand
the customs here. I actively communicated with others and tried to integrate into
the community, and whatever happened, I never felt lost. Maybe my accent has
improved, my habits have changed, but I always know that I am Chinese, just like
my name “Li Ming” (meaning the dawn). My father gave me this name because I
was born in the morning, and I have used it up until now and never changed it.
Someone told me that I should use an English name when I live in a western
country, this would be more convenient for making friends and working as a
lawyer, or at least assist others to remember me. But I always say that it is not
necessary. Maybe my name is not easy to remember, but if someone really wants
to know me, he will also be able to remember my name. So it is not necessary to
change it to a name that my father does not know. It is a memorial to and also a
demonstration of respect for my father. From the beginning, I set a principle for
myself that my name will never be changed and cannot be changed, because
Chinese people should use their Chinese names.

Since Australia enthusiastically opened her arms to me, I will proudly open our
Chinese arms, and bring to Australia the charming and profound language, broad
and rich culture, my tenderness nourished by the southern Chinese culture mixed
with a classical flavor (I'm a native of Putian, Fujian) .

At first, there inevitably was some exclusion and misunderstanding. There is
always a sense of superiority and conflict in Caucasian society toward Asian faces.
My colleagues often said that their lives were dominated by work without any
interchange with others. Yes, communication at the beginning was not easy. But
once they began to communicate with me, they discovered that it was quite easy
to talk to a Chinese person and I was actually treated as an equal. Such an
understanding should be built on the basis of respect. How can Chinese people
live in other countries and in a multi-cultural environment? We must initially earn
respect and understanding. My ambition may be greater, I not only want to
survive, but also to live better and to win glory for my motherland. In the ebb tide,
[ am like a molecule which absorbs nutrients and becomes stronger until
condensing into a perfect form. When this occurs, I can show myself in a better
light. Thousands of molecules are like a majestic wave, which drives the



innovation of Chinese culture and the innovation of the inner world of a
generation of Chinese people; this is why we need the ethnic community.

Our ethnic community must have a distinct symbol in the color of the Five-Starred
Red Flag—China’s color. We live and multiply in Australia, but it is not true that
all our descendants are Australians. It is not the basis of my concepts, culturally;
it is also not in line with the Australians’ concept of an ethnic community. An
ethnic community should include and fuse the differences, and show toughness
and independence against assimilation. This is the style and verve of the
community.

From the University of Melbourne to the present, and from my knowledge about
the law, to my success in the Australian legal profession, the statement which I
made at my interview has always been clearly engraved in my mind, and I still
feel that it was the peak of my life. As one of the first state-financed students
studying abroad, I know my responsibilities. Just like Xiang Yu having no face to
see his fellow villagers, if I accomplished nothing, I also did not have face to
return home. I have stumbled along the way, but my statement which was
flattered by the teacher who interviewed me guided me like an ever-burning light
before me. I am a lawyer, so I will do my best in the field of law. Australia’s legal
system has a lot of advantages that China can use for reference, but China’s
humanity relationship also makes the society prosperous. If Australia’s legal
system and China’s human relationships can complement each other, it will be a
good thing.

After many years, when thinking back to the interview at Law School of
University of Melbourne, I still felt that it was the best of me through the years.

As I grow older, I agree more and more with a statement: “the real changes are
changes from within which lead to understanding, compassion, justice and love.”
Only by experiencing these can you come to terms with the heterogeneous
environment, and make peace with the foreign land without self-conceit,
hesitation and humbleness, for both individuals and countries.
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My Story ~ 18. Full Circle

“You need to possess a fearless spirit or you will
be overwhelmed and buried alive.”

I was born in Jing Gang Shan, a significant revolutionary base area during the
civil war. People from there all possess an adventurous pioneering spirit. They
move from one life circle to another, of course, I'm no exception.

Consider the old saying - “knowledge changes destiny”, my college was the first
life circle I encountered. However, what I hadn’t expected was that despite the
fact that I had moved through various circles, I have never left this big city. Most
Chinese prefer the feeling of advantage, so poor students like me who have come
from underdeveloped areas and have gone to successfully graduate from a
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general university to Chinese Academy of Science, have always been
underestimated when they first started their studies. In my case, my basic skills
were little better than those who studied at a famous school. But I never gave up.
On the one hand, I followed my supervisor who had just come back from America
and I spared no effort to make up for my lack of knowledge. On the other hand, I
participated in the research and exhibitions of PhDs. My hard work and diligence
paid dividends. I demonstrated my ability in various aspects of my studies which
was acknowledged by my supervisors and tutors. Last year, my old supervisor
wrote an article to congratulate me on my becoming an associate professor. The
paper mentioned his early impressions of me and also commented on my work
ethic and achievements.

This was followed in Germany where I earned a post-doctorate and the honor of
becoming an Alexander von Humboldt Fellow. Frankly speaking, I was mixing
with people from Tsinghua University, Hong Kong University and the National
University of Singapore. They compared me to a country bumpkin and I could
sense their scorn and superior attitude. I was not influenced by or hold these
negative attitudes. It's research and results that matter, not class origin. I
remember a colleague approached me one day and said:“come and see, you will
be inspired from this good piece of work?” I looked over and unexpectedly
discovered that it was my writing that he was referring to. After that, I was often
invited for coffee and a discussion. With a strong sense of belief and a pioneering
spirit, I, as the only Chinese in this German Tutorial Project, finally won others’
acknowledgement and recognition. I also successfully participated in some big
European research projects. After hearing that I was about to leave for Australia,
my supervisor was quite sad and hoped that I could stay. However, in my mind, I
knew that I should continue on my journey through life. So I started to roll just
like a gyroscope, and to my surprise, here I am in the southern hemisphere. Many
people have asked me: “There are so many countries, why do you choose
Australia?” “Well, besides the comprehensive environment including nature and
culture, Australia is an immigration country where Chinese can establish their
identity and nor feel excluded.” I think this is the main reason why many people
choose Australia. However in spite of the smooth life here, we do encounter hard
times. After all, it’s not difficult to imagine that if a seed cultivated in China wants
to take root in Australia, it inevitably goes through periods of bitter suffering. For
a new comer from northern China to break into the daily life of local teachers, we
both must go through a process of accepting and being accepted. What I have to



learn first are the rules of game. Although I've taken part in various national and
other projects, participated at institute conferences and published papers, it is
still a hard job to become accepted by your peers. A supervisor directing a
Chinese student will find that the same article prepared by him will attract more
attention and will create more opportunities. There’s also another saying:
“Chinese people have to possess at least three to five abilities, thus receive
acceptance”. After all, we are outsiders, and although they would approve of you
and agree with you, there are still issues to be solved. Besides these career
obstacles to overcome in order to get accepted in academia, we have another
problem — our accent. English is not our mother tongue and we speak with an
accent. Some students would frown once we started to speak and you could sense
disapproval. Well, what comforts me is that we have an Iranian co-worker whose
English is actually quite good, so we usually chat and share our opinions about
life over coffee or tea. I feel that my English is finally being accepted and is no
longer an issue.

I've been to many universities, both in the eastern and western parts of Australia.
In terms of universities in the circle, the recognition of Chinese culture receives
high praise. People commonly agree that a Chinese person’s qualities include a
serious attitude, diligence, efficiency and application. A Chinese scholar is often
given the important role of head of research because of these qualities. Once a
student came to me and asked: “Tutor, I find us the Chinese are mostly
hardworking while others are quite relaxed and do whatever they want after
class, why?” I said to him: “You are right, but you should also think carefully that
most top people are also Chinese, especially in technical matters. Because, after
all, we are foreigners, and we have to make a greater effort to gain recognition.”
Thinking about recognition, I also find it an interesting phenomenon that students
of different ages possess different attitude and knowledge of China. For example,
two Australian English PhD students asked me some questions before they went
to China on an exchange program: “Is there internet in China? Do Chinese use
Skype? Can we surf Facebook in China?” These are typical questions that they
imagine China to be a poor backward country shrouded in mystery. These
perceptions all originate because of false information based on old ideas and
perceptions. The first week in China, it was quite rainy, well, you know, once it
starts to rain in winter in China, it will get pretty dark. One student cried out:
“Oh, my god, the weather here is terrible!” They also refused to eat Chinese food
but would only eat MacDonalds and KFC. They said the Chinese food was dirty. I



told them there was no McDonald’s or KFC on this rainy day so we had to make
do with Chinese food. Well, they just refused and continued to find fault with
everything. After drinking a little wine, they went back to the hotel, only to sneak
out later to find food. The first week ended and they still refused to eat Chinese
food. What is the meaning of this rejection and why is this? Well, basically they
wouldn’t touch any food placed before them but looked for McDonald’s and KFC.
Things started to change from the second week: they actually began to think that
China was pretty good which was a change from their previous thinking. Yes, they
changed and gradually began to eat Chinese food and find it to be quite delicious.
Their original negative attitudes changed to a positive attitude and they became
comfortable living in China. There was even one student who thought that
Shanghai was much better than Perth. Let me give another example. It’s late
October this year, the air pollution was very bad and another group of students
arrived. There was a student majoring in Commerce who refused to come to
China after reading about China’s air quality. He wrote an email to me which was
very critical of China and he decided not to come. I countered that by saying that
if China is really so bad, then why are there so many Australian student study
groups wanting to go to China. I believe that universities take their duty of care of
students seriously and would not send them to an unsafe place. I have been with
Australian students and of course there are many international students as well,
most of whom are from Southern Asia with a Chinese cultural background.
Although they are not very familiar with China, they are willing to see what life is
like in the place where their families have lived for generations. They are willing
to accept Chinese culture with a positive attitude and want to know about
Confucian ideas and find out about their roots.

I believe, no matter how long these people have lived in Australia and how well
they have fitted into that life circle, deep in their hearts, they are still Chinese. If
they hear someone criticizing China, they want to jump up and protest — yes, our
roots are in China. On the other hand, our children are quite different. They are
comfortable being Australian. After all, they have grown up in this land. I will
treat Australia as my home, because I also consider myself to be a guest so my
heart is a little confused. I will continue to develop here and complete my
pioneering work. As part of the first generation of immigrants, we have to rely on
our pioneering spirit. If we don’t have this spirit, we will inevitably be
overwhelmed by life.



My friends often tell me that I'm quite different from other Chinese, even so I
want to retain my roots in China because my parents, relatives and also my
friends are there. They are part of me, part of my life, part of my history and then
help to complete the full circle of my life.
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My Story ~ 19. We Are The
Masters Of Our Destiny

“So many people living in the world, they all have
something in common.”

I dare not compare myself with great people such as Sun Yat-sen and Lu Xun, but
like them I also started by learning medical skills. Having medical skills can
relieve patients from illness, but cure few. Although my medical skill could heal
their physical ailments, I was unable to heal their mental anguish. I wanted to do
more for them. Thus came the thought of entering politics.

My ancestors were from Hangzhou, Zhejiang Province, but I was born in
Shanghai, then went to Japan. In Japan, due to various reasons I didn’t feel
comfortable; my parents thought it would be better to go to an English- speaking
country. Since I wanted to be a doctor, at the end of 1980, I came to Australia
from Japan to study medicine. At that time, U.S. was strongly anti-Chinese, but
Australia seemed to be more willing to accept foreign students, but to study
medicine was still very hard. After a lot of setbacks, I finally went to the medical
college.

At the beginning it was not easy for me to integrate into the local culture,
environment and other aspects of life. In Australia, medicine is the most difficult
major, especially for foreign students. Therefore I made up my mind to learn
biology first and enter the medical school as soon as my score was good enough.
In fact, it was not so easy. I got a degree, but failed to find work in the hospital.
Then I tried to find a job wherever I could. Finally, a hospital in Melbourne invited
me to work there, and guaranteed me a position, so I decided to accept their
offer.

At that time, when a employer nominated someone to come and work, they found
that many foreign students stayed for a time, later, their parents would come
along too, but it was very difficult for them. It was because of the so-called “three
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NOs: eyes cannot see, ears cannot hear, and mouth cannot say”. The only thing
the elders could do was to count the number of vehicles back and forth, or to walk
around on the streets. They felt very depressed. However, I firmly believe that if
you come to this country you must try to integrate yourself into this society.

After a while, my language and other aspects of adapting to a new life were better
than other foreign students. Therefore, many people, both Chinese and European
Australians encouraged me to participate in politics. The first step into politics
was the local government. In 2002, I was nominated in city council elections and
won. I was probably the first councilor with a Chinese mainland background in
Australian history.

Many people have asked me whether it is hard to participate in the election. I
would ask him: Have you ever tried to knock on thousands of doors? Sometimes
when you knock on a door, people open the door and when they see that you are
from Asia, they are not interested. What’'s worse, they may be Liberal Party
voters. You have to explain to them your policy agenda, they will feel that
although you are from Asia, you speak the same language as they do, even if you
are a Labor Party member but have reasonable policies, they might choose you.
What is important is to win as many votes as possible. It is the most important
thing in a democratic society. They would not vote you at the very beginning, but
would finally choose you, which gave me a great sense of accomplishment.

Later, after a few of years of being a City Councilor, I lobbied eight other
members of council. By their unanimous recommendation, I was elected to be
mayor in 2006, becoming the first Chinese mayor with a mainland background. In
fact, my salary as a doctor was higher than what I was paid in politics. Why did I
do it? I really wanted to do something for the Chinese community. The honors I
achieved, I would like to share, which is the pride of the Chinese, and especially it
is the pride of Chinese Australians. After 2006, I was re-elected for three terms.
After 2012 I didn’t take part in the re-election campaign, I had served 10 years on
council; I wanted to have a break.

Of course, this journey was very long and also very hard. Towards mayors and
councilors, people have two kinds of reactions, one view is that mostly you eat out
and attend events, so it is quite glorious. I would half-jokingly say that I would
rather go home for supper with my wife and kids, and happily stay at home. A few
days ago, I was invited to a council activity. They said to me that I had a enjoyable



time, but I replied that it was not enjoyable, it was work.

Others can well understand that being a politician is really hard. Some may ask:
what do you do every day as a councilor and mayor? You can work part-time in
the municipal government, but have to work full-time in the federal or state
government. In addition to your own work, you have to do the government'’s
assignments. All decisions are made by votes, and the mayor has only one vote.
Interestingly, when I was mayor, I was invited to visit China. People would like to
ask, how much public money I could approve in a year. I said I had no authority to
approve and grant any funds. As a mayor, I had one vote only. My responsibility
was to preside over the meeting, and in other aspects I was the same as ordinary
members. For example, our members voted on an issue, and the voting result was
5 to 4, then we followed the majority decision; this is the way council operates.

Many people asked what benefits I received from being a politician. I said no
benefits, but a lot of disadvantages. I had to spend double or triple the energy to
work, and work for the entire Chinese community in Australia, not just for money.
Therefore you must not have a narrow view of things, instead you have to see the
future. I've been thinking about the Chinese community here, for the Chinese
Australians, we should have a positive attitudes, think like a leader. We should not
think we are just ordinary people, and let it be; or choose to ignore it due to old
age, and leave it to the kids. It is the wrong attitude; we must have the mentality
of a community leader. If we do not strive, nobody would place anything on our
plate. Anyway it doesn’t mean that we rob or cheat, but we just fight for the rights
we deserve.

Once, a Chinese person accidentally died. Chinese people are usually willing to sit
on the first and second rows on the rostrum at celebrations, but on such an
occasion, nobody seemed willing to take the lead to deal with the death. I led
people to the police station and asked for details. They told us that they would
definitely give us an explanation when more information was available. Chinese
people struggle for fame in a broad sense; or for glory, and this glory is for all the
Chinese community, not for personal glory, nor personal benefit.

Most Chinese communities are good, and the hometown associations are good
too. In terms of promoting community consciousness, they have done quite well.
What the Chinese communities have done for many years is mainly aimed at
connecting us with the mainstream society. There are a lot of communities, like



the Northeast area of Melbourne Chinese Association. It was the first Association
with a Chinese mainland background, and I have worked as president for many
years. We very often exchange and communicate with Italian associations, send
people to take part in cultural activities, and we are frequently invited by them to
celebrate together. What we do is a kind of cross-ethnic communication, not just
confined to the Chinese New Year dinner, but to communicate with foreigners
and to exchange views with the mainstream society, in order to let them know
how we think, how we expect the government to perform. One important function
of the Australian Chinese Community Council is to act as a bridge. Before the
government makes decisions, it should listen to us. For example, when the
government wants to build a nursing home; they have to ask for our ideas. Some
young people can speak good English when they are young, but when old age
approaches, they go back to their mother tongue. So we put forward that in the
aspect of communication staff should be employed who are able to speak Chinese
and talk to the old people; and when catering, the dishes should include some
Chinese food. These are very important issues.

In communicating with mainstream society in Australia, some annoying things
appear. In Western society there are still a considerable number of people who
see things through colored glasses. They may ask very ridiculous questions, such
as “Do you have fridge?” “Do you still wear braids?” These are very stupid
questions. I asked them: “Have you ever been to China yet? Dou you know what
the Chinese are like? Have you ever seen China’s high-speed rails?” They still
have the image of a backward old China. For them, Chinese people still seem to
be short of food and clothing.

Westerners don’t understand China. Once a Chinese delegation came to talk
about cooperation, they arrived at 11:30. At 12:00, the Australians said please
come here tomorrow and we will sign a contract. Next day the Australian
counterpart waited to sign the contract, but the Chinese people did not show up.
Why? Chinese people said that the Australian party were not sincere. What time is
12 o’ clock? It is dinner time, you did not treat us to a meal, and obviously you
had no sincerity. In the evening, singing and saunas are part of the unwritten
rules in Chinese business circle, otherwise, it is considered to be insincere. It is
said that nine out of ten business deals are done in cafes and dining halls in
China. However, in Australia, whatever business you are engaged in, you come to
my office to talk and sign the contract in the office. This phenomenon indicates



that Westerners are completely different from the Chinese people in their
working manners. It is a huge cultural difference.

As the first Chinese-Australian mayor, when I attend activities, the Chinese people
are very happy, Westerners also feel good about cultural diversity. When I say I
hold a leader’s attitude I mean as mayor I act not only on behalf of the Chinese,
but also on behalf of Westerners. Our generation, especially the 40 year- olds who
have been here for 10 to 20 years, and the new generation as well, are very
receptive to my ideas. But many people cannot accept these ideas, especially the
elders, since they spent most of their lifetime in China. If you ask them to have a
sense of being part of Australia, they cannot accept that view. In general, the
elders cannot be forced to change, but for young people, you should make them
accept changes as soon as possible. For example, the “163 migrants” often say
what foreigners are like; they say and do unpleasant things. Some new
immigrants whose economic conditions were good at home arrive here and say
this is not good, and that is not good. Because you choose to live here, you should
treat the place as home. Go to Rome and do as the Romans do. It should be based
on the spirit of master so that you are gradually melted into this society. There
are so many people living in the world, there must be something in common
among them.

This year, the Victorian Labor party has nominated me as a senate candidate for
the western city electorate. I rank third on the list of candidates, which is hopeful,
but nothing can be guaranteed. I need to fight hard to win. If I am elected, I am
bound to do the job full-time. If [ am not successful, I will work in clinics, and do
service for the community, and for the Chinese community councils in Victoria. I
will be dedicated to my work. For the entire Chinese community, I have to keep
working.



