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11-07-94 Original Air Date  – Naeim Giladi (Hebrew: נעים גלעדי) (born 1929, Iraq,
as Naeim Khalaschi) is an Anti-Zionist, and author of an autobiographical article
and historical analysis entitled The Jews of Iraq. The article later formed the basis
for his originally self-published book Ben Gurion’s Scandals: How the Haganah
and the Mossad Eliminated Jews.

Giladi was born in 1929 to an Iraqi Jewish family and later lived in Israel and the
United States.[Giladi  describes  his  family  as,  “a  large and important”  family
named “Haroon” who had settled in Iraq after the Babylonian exile. According to
Giladi his family had owned, 50,000 acres (200 km²) devoted to rice, dates and
Arab horses. They were later involved in gold purchase and purification, and were
therefore given the name, ‘Khalaschi’, meaning ‘Makers of Pure’ by the Turks who
occupied Iraq at  the time.  He states that  he joined the underground Zionist
movement  at  age  14  without  his  parent’s  knowledge  and  was  involved  in
underground activities. He was arrested and jailed by the Iraqi government at the
age of 17 in 1947. During his two years in the prison of Abu Ghraib, he was
expecting to be sentenced to death for smuggling Iraqi Jews out of the country to
Iran, where they were then taken to Israel. He managed to escape from prison
and travel to Israel, arriving in May 1950.

While living in Israel, his views of Zionism changed. He writes that, he “was
disillusioned personally, disillusioned at the institutionalized racism, disillusioned
at what I was beginning to learn about Zionism’s cruelties. The principal interest
Israel  had  in  Jews  from Islamic  countries  was  as  a  supply  of  cheap  labor,
especially for the farm work that was beneath the urbanized Eastern European
Jews. Ben Gurion needed the “Oriental” Jews to farm the thousands of acres of
land left by Palestinians who were driven out by Israeli forces in 1948″.
I organized a demonstration in Ashkelon against Ben Gurion’s racist policies and
10,000 people turned out.”
After serving in the Israeli Army between 1967-1970, Giladi was active in the
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Israeli Black Panthers movement.


