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01-05-2025  ~ In November,  Álvaro Noboa,  the father of  Ecuador’s  president
Daniel Noboa, had a heart attack. He was hastily taken to a clinic in Guayaquil,
his hometown, and then after he was stabilized, flown to a hospital in New York.
Álvaro Noboa unsuccessfully ran for president five times (1998, 2002, 2006, 2009,
and 2013), but it was his son who prevailed in 2023 at the age of 35. What defines
the Noboa family is not political office, but the wealth of the Noboa Corporation.
Grupo Noboa was formed out of Bananera Noboa S.A. set up in 1947 by Luis
Noboa  Naranjo,  the  grandfather  of  the  current  president.  Bananera  Noboa
expanded, thanks to Álvaro, into the Exportadora Bananera Noboa, which is the
heart of the Group’s billion-dollar empire in Ecuador (population 18 million, a
third  of  whom live  below an  abysmally  low poverty  line).  The  name of  the
expanded firm has two words in it that describe the hold of the Noboa family on
the Ecuadorian economy and on its  political  life:  the export  (exportadora)  of
bananas (bananera).

Banana Trade
Countries other than Ecuador produce a very large share of the world’s banana
product. India produces more than a quarter of bananas, while China produces a
tenth. But these are not banana-exporting countries because they have enormous
domestic markets for bananas. More than 90 percent of the world’s exported
bananas  come  from  Central  and  South  America  as  well  as  the  Philippines.
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Ecuador,  which only  produces  a  little  over  5  percent  of  the  world’s  banana
produce,  exports  95 percent  of  its  production,  making up 36 percent  of  the
world’s exported bananas (Costa Rica is next at 15 percent). Grupo Noboa is
Ecuador’s  largest  banana  firm,  and  therefore  one  of  the  most  important
companies in the export of bananas globally. The largest importers of bananas are
the European Union (5.1 million tons), the United States (4.1 million tons), and
China (1.8 million tons). Europe and the United States have established suppliers
in Central and South America (Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, and the Dominican
Republic), and neither experience major supply shortages.

China has faced problems from its major suppliers Cambodia and the Philippines
(from which  it  procured  50  percent  of  its  imported  bananas).  For  instance,
Cambodia has been wracked by El Niño, resulting in less precipitation, greater
depletion of soil moisture, and an increase in pesticide resistance pests. Such a
climate change phenomenon has damaged banana production in both Cambodia
and the Philippines. This is the reason why Chinese importers have invested in
expanding banana plantations in India and Vietnam, two emerging suppliers for
the Chinese market. But there is no substitute for Ecuadorian bananas.

Chinese Market
Between 2022 and 2023, Ecuador’s exports of bananas to China increased by 33
percent. However, the problem with Ecuadorian bananas is that the journey from
South America to China has increased the average import unit value to $690 per
ton. This means that for the Chinese market bananas from Ecuador are 41 times
more expensive than bananas from Vietnam. Over the past five years, the banana
merchants of  both China and Ecuador,  and their  governments,  have tried to
reduce the cost of the bananas for export to China.

First, the two countries signed a free trade agreement in May 2023 that ensured
that 90 percent of the goods traded between the countries would be tariff-free
and that any tariffs on bananas would be eliminated over the next decade. China
is already Ecuador’s largest trading partner. It is expected that the Chinese firms
will invest in processing and in the industrial production capacity within Ecuador
so as to make products from the bananas before the fruit sets sail.

Second, the Chinese have been eager to cut the shipping time between South
America and China, which means to ensure upgrades at ports at both ends. The
Chinese government has upgraded both the Dalian Port in Liaoning Province and
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the Tianjin Port in Tianjin. Both of these ports are capable of running container
ocean liners from dock to dock over twenty-five days, which is a week faster than
other routes. The new Peruvian port in Chancay, built with Chinese investment,
will enable goods from Bolivia, Brazil, and Peru to travel very fast to and from
China,  while  the upgraded Ecuadorian ports  of  Puerto Guayaquil  and Puerto
Bolívar  already  ensure  rapid  transit  of  goods  from Ecuador.  Meanwhile,  the
Colombian  government  and  the  Chinese  government  are  considering  the
expansion of the port of Buenaventura and the building of a “dry canal” to link the
Pacific (Buenaventura) and Atlantic (Cartagena) ports by a rail link; this would be
a direct challenge to the Panama Canal, which is perhaps why Donald Trump
made his speech about bringing that canal under direct U.S. control.

Third, the banana merchants on both sides of the Pacific have been working to
upgrade their ports so that they are both storage facilities for cold chain products
(such as fruits and vegetables) and light manufacturing so that value can be
added to them through processing. With warehouses for refrigerated containers,
there is less waste and greater haste in getting the goods ready for the long
journey.

With European supermarkets enforcing a cut in banana prices, Central and South
American exporters are keen to send their bananas to China. But this is not just
about bananas.

Cold Banana War
The United States government has taken it as a personal affront that Chinese
businesses and the Chinese state have been involved in economic activities in
Latin America. In 2020, the United States blocked a Chinese firm from developing
La Unión port on the Pacific Ocean in El Salvador. But this year, it was impossible
to prevent Peru from participating in the $3.6 billion upgrade to the port of
Chancay, also on the Pacific.  In comparison, in May 2023, the United States
pledged $150 million as a credit to upgrade the Turkish-run Yilport Terminal
Operations  at  the  Puerto  Bolívar  port  in  Ecuador.  The  arrival  of  expensive
Chinese Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) projects in South America is now a fact.

The U.S. government has only now begun to invest in its own ports (to the tune of
$580  million  promised  in  November  2024,  a  pittance  compared  to  what  is
needed).  In  November  2023,  the  United  States  launched  the  Americas
Partnership for Economic Prosperity, whose intention is to contest China’s BRI in
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Latin America. However, the Partnership only has $5 million as an accelerator,
which is  an embarrassingly  small  amount of  money.  Colombia,  Ecuador,  and
Peru—all three involved in the BRI projects—are members of the Partnership, but
the gains they get from it are minimal.

The story seems to end where it always ends. Unable to compete on commercial
grounds, the United States brings its cavalry to bear. President Noboa gave the U.
S. permission to use the environmentally fragile Galapagos Islands as a military
base to conduct surveillance in the area.

The Noboa family knows a thing or two about using force instead of conducting
an honest negotiation. When workers from their plantations organized a union to
fight for an end to child labor (documented by Human Rights Watch) and to
ensure that the Ecuadorian Constitution was honored, the Noboa corporation
refused to engage with them. Twelve thousand workers at Los Álamos plantation
struck on May 6, 2002. Ten days later, armed men went into the workers’ houses,
detained the organizers, and tortured them (one was killed). They threatened the
workers that if they did not stop the strike, they would put about 60 of them in a
container and dump it into a nearby river. They shot at the workers, wounding
many of them. Mauro Romero, whose leg had to be amputated, received nothing
from his employers; it was the union that paid his bills. This was under the watch
of President Noboa’s father and his minister of agriculture (Eduardo Izaguirre).
But despite where the story appears to end, these men understand the current
realities: they will trade with China, but give up part of their territory to the
United States for a military base.
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Trump  Has  Stuffed  His  Cabinet
With Oligarchs Poised To Govern
For Their Profit

The Bosses of the Senate, a cartoon
by Joseph Keppler. First published in
Puck 1889.

01-05-2025 ~ The circle of billionaires in Trump’s cabinet embodies the reign of
American oligarchy.

In the narrative of mainstream U.S. media, oligarchs — super-rich, politically
connected  individuals  with  influence  over  the  state  —  exist  only  in  post-
communist countries and post-colonial societies in Latin America, Asia and Africa.
Their  power  is  seen as  a  foreign,  un-American deviation from capitalism.  In
reality, however, the United States’ own oligarchs are thriving.

The U.S.,  despite  the continued reverie  expressed for  democratic  ideals,  has
shown to be a full-fledged plutocratic oligarchy — and for the next four years, it
will be run directly by the oligarchs themselves. President-elect Donald Trump
has assembled an administration of billionaires and warmongers whose combined
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wealth runs into hundreds of billions of dollars.

In a way, there is nothing surprising about this disturbing development. The rich
in the U.S. have seen their wealth rise dramatically over the past 30 years, and
the last four years have been particularly great for billionaires. Most people in the
U.S. think that the economy works only for the rich and the powerful.

Of course, money in the U.S. has always been “the measure of everything,” and
the country’s politics and economy have always been dominated by a wealthy few.
The founders of this country were not only white but also rich men who had a
very restricted notion of freedom and equality; most of them were also enslavers.
Thomas Jefferson, a principal author of the Declaration of Independence and third
president of the United States, enslaved more than 600 people. White property
owners were the only group of people allowed to vote in the first presidential
election.

By the 19th century, robber barons and captains of industry of the Gilded Age
held enormous political influence, which came about as a result of the vast wealth
they  had  accumulated  by  using  unethical  tactics  to  dominate  industries  and
ruthless methods to exploit workers. The likes of Cornelius Vanderbilt, Andrew
Carnegie, John D. Rockefeller and J.P. Morgan ruled the country — Morgan even
bailed out the U.S. government twice during his lifetime.

How did Morgan get so rich and powerful in the first place? He did so mainly
through  the  founding  of  private  banks  and  industrial  consolidation,  i.e.  by
combining  small  companies  into  one  big  corporation  and  thus  creating
monopolies. Morgan hated competition and believed that U.S. capitalism should
be under the control of financial wizards like himself. He made a huge fortune on
railroads and in steel. He rescued the U.S. Treasury in 1895 following the Panic of
1893 by selling a portion of his companies’ own gold reserves to the government
in exchange for a 30-year bond. In doing so, he made of course a lot of extra
money in the process. And averted the collapse of the financial system during the
Panic of 1907, which disrupted the entire economy, by arranging the bailout of
several large New York banks as the Federal Reserve did not exist and thus there
was no lender of last resort.

Morgan saved the country twice, and many Americans saw him as a true patriot.
But, as historian Richard A. Naclerio has written, “to those who rigidly examined
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his actions, he was a monster who fed off the demise of economic destruction.”

The presence of a plutocratic oligarchy in U.S. society is not an aberration. It has
always existed and will exist as long as capitalism does. It cannot be solved within
the existing state of socioeconomic affairs. What is unique with Trump’s team of
billionaires  is  that,  if  all  are  confirmed,  will  make  his  administration  the
wealthiest in U.S. history.

And then there is Elon Musk. A proto-fascist tech oligarch, the world’s richest
person spent “at least $260 million” helping Trump get reelected and find his way
into Trump’s inner circle. He now has been tasked with leading — along with
Vivek  Ramaswamy,  another  major  donor  — a  newly  created  “Department  of
Government  Efficiency”  (DOGE),  an  entity  that  Trump indicated  will  operate
outside the government. In other words, DOGE is not an official federal agency or
commission that  requires  congressional  authorization,  and its  role  will  be  to
advise  the  White  House  on  slashing  spending  and  dismantling  the  federal
bureaucracy.

The creation of DOGE is part of the conservative vision for smaller government
outlined by Project 2025. It  is  expected to focus on rolling back government
regulations,  cutting  entitlement  programs  like  Social  Security  and  Medicare,
targeting  the  Internal  Revenue  Service  and  the  Department  of  Education,
potentially stripping federal workers of protection by replacing civil servants with
political appointees and even eliminating certain parts of the government, with
the stated aim to slash at least $2 trillion from the nearly $7 trillion federal
annual  budget.  Musk is  particularly  hostile  to  regulation  and happens to  be
involved  in  several  ongoing  legal  battles  with  regulatory  bodies.  One  of  his
companies, SpaceX, has even filed lawsuits seeking to dismantle the National
Labor Relations Board.

Although it is totally unrealistic to find $2 trillion in federal budget cuts, the plan
to  drastically  cut  the  federal  government  can  do  a  lot  of  damage;  many
congressional  Republicans  will  take  cues  from Musk’s  plans  and  even  some
Democrats are expected to join the DOGE caucus.

Limiting the federal government’s power to regulate corporations and protect
workers has always been a key goal of conservative political thinking and an
endgame of the U.S. oligarchic plutocracy. In fact, there is a precedent for the
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creation of DOGE. In 1982, Ronald Reagan, who laid the foundations for the
neoliberal order, created the President’s Private Sector Survey on Cost Control in
the Federal Government (PPSSCC) popularly known as the “Grace Commission”
after its chairman J. Peter Grace, CEO of W. R. Grace & Company, a multibillion-
dollar  global  supplier  of  chemicals.  The  commission  consisted  of  over  150
business leaders and its primary aim was to reduce the U.S. deficit by identifying
potential cuts to be made through executive action or legislation. One of the most
alarming recommendations of  the Grace Commission was the privatization of
public  management,  especially  public  power,  which  conservatives  had  been
fighting against since the 1920s, viewing it as a socialist scheme.

Trump brought oligarchy to the White House during his first term by staffing his
cabinet with the likes of Secretary of State and former Exxon-Mobil CEO Rex
Tillerson, Secretary of Commerce Wilbur Ross, an investor known as Wall Street’s
“King of  Bankruptcy”  and Treasury  Secretary  Steve  Mnuchin,  an  investment
banker.  But the president-elect — who vowed during his campaign to “make
America  wealthy  again”  — has  outdone  himself,  selecting  a  record-breaking
number  of  billionaires  for  his  second  administration.  As  he  resumes  the
presidency, Trump appears hell-bent on reassuring plutocrats that they are in
charge of the country and its future.

Trump’s  second  administration  will  surely  renew its  aggressive  deregulatory
efforts  — particularly  targeting the economy and the environment.  Trump is
poised  to  take  extreme  measures  like  banning  environmental,  social  and
governance investments, extending the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act that was enacted in
late 2017 and favored corporations and the rich, and shredding social safety net
programs. The U.S. is already a plutocracy in all but name — Trump 2.0 wants to
proudly declare it so.

S o u r c e :
https://truthout.org/articles/trump-has-stuffed-his-cabinet-with-oligarchs-poised-to
-govern-for-their-profit/

This article is licensed under Creative Commons (CC BY-NC-ND 4.0), and you are
free to share and republish under the terms of the license.
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How The World Hides Liability For
Climate Deaths

01-04-2025 ~ Unfair family planning regimes have stalled
progress  in  the  climate  fight  and  prevent  children  from
having a fair start in life.

Nearly half the world’s children “live in countries where risks to their health and
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safety due to the effects of climate change are extremely high,” according to
UNICEF. By 2050, almost all children globally will be “exposed to heat waves,”
resulting in the rise of specific health issues, especially for smaller children, adds
the agency.

Rich nations’ inability or unwillingness to curb their emissions has exacerbated
the climate crisis,  which, if  left unchecked, may unfold apocalyptic scenarios.
Those most responsible for the climate crisis spent decades funding denialism
while robbing children and animals of the future they deserve. They exploited the
world’s people and resources while hoarding wealth for themselves.

The outcome of the 2024 United Nations Climate Change Conference, or COP29,
held in Baku, Azerbaijan, is a shining example of how rich countries are reluctant
to take remedial steps to secure the children’s and the planet’s future. The COP29
was widely criticized for the rich world’s failure to adequately address developing
nations’ critical climate-related financing needs.

“The latest NCQG [New Collective Quantified Goal on Climate Finance] decision
at COP29 starkly highlights the unwillingness of developed and oil-rich nations to
take responsibility  for  their  historical  and substantial  emissions,”  said  Pegah
Moulana, the secretary general of Youth and Environment Europe, the largest
independent platform of environmental youth organizations in Europe. “By failing
to  provide  concrete  support  to  the  most  affected  states  and  neglecting  to
establish  a  robust  protocol  to  ensure  these  nations  remain  debt-free  during
implementation, the decision exacerbates climate injustice.”

According to a 2024 analysis by the International Institute for Environment and
Development, the poorest countries and those most vulnerable to climate change
spend “more than twice as much to service their debts as they receive to fight the
climate crisis.”

Sri Lanka Struggling to Fight Climate Change
A 2020 World Bank report points out how climate change is a threat to poverty
reduction and is expected to drive between 68 million and 135 million people into
poverty by 2030. “Climate change is a particularly grave threat for countries of
Sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia—the regions where most of the global poor
are concentrated,” the report states.

Island nations like Sri Lanka are especially more susceptible to the effects of
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climate change. In June 2024, Hafsa Jamel from the Lanka Environment Fund told
Climate Champions, “With 33 percent of our population living along vulnerable
coastlines  and  facing  risks  from  rising  sea  levels,  ocean  acidification,  and
frequent natural disasters, the challenges are immense. … and a distressing 81.2
of our population lacks the capacity to adapt to these changes.”

In 2023, the Global  Climate Risk Index placed Sri  Lanka among the top ten
countries  likely  to  experience  extreme  weather  events.  Climate  change  has
already severely affected the country’s poorest and most vulnerable regions.

According to the Emissions Database for Global Atmospheric Research(EDGAR),
an independent, global database of anthropogenic emissions, Sri Lanka’s 2023
greenhouse gas emissions represent a mere 0.07 percent of the global total.

Amita Arudpragasam, a policy analyst from Colombo, Sri Lanka, wrote for the
Pulitzer Center in September 2024 that “[B]y some projections, by the end of the
century, [Sri Lanka] will experience mean temperatures approaching 35 degrees
Celsius  (considered  the  upper  limit  of  human  survivability  or  the  wet-bulb
temperature).”

Reshaping Climate Policy: Birth Equity
We can reshape climate policy by shifting the focus to children’s  rights and
ensuring birth equity as a fundamental aspect of policy evaluation. These rights
include  a  healthy  environment  and  a  fair  start  in  life  and  should  not  just
guarantee mere survival; they need to ensure circumstances where each child has
the right to thrive. Each child should be entitled to the same social, cultural,
political, and economic conditions and be treated as an equal member of society
with a voice and meaningful influence in shaping their future.

A child born in New York City has basic access to welfare resources, health care,
and a safe environment. But a child born in rural Uganda does not. In these
circumstances, where survival is uncertain, thriving is a distant dream. No child
can discover their innate talent or pursue their life goals if they are battling polio
or malaria. The lives of these children are filled with struggles and suffering or
are cut short tragically.

Every person needs to ask: Why do we tolerate this initial inequity?

“Above all, we’re talking about how all these—and many other events and policies
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and cultural  practices—have  worked together  to  keep  wealth  and well-being
disproportionately concentrated in white communities,” writes Edgar Villanueva
in Decolonizing Wealth  (2021),  which focuses on how philanthropy nonprofits
need to engage in reparative justice.

“The fact that… communities of color and low-income communities face more
pollution  is  not  a  coincidence  or  an  accident.  It  is  the  direct,  if  at  times
unintended, consequence of white supremacy and racist public policies,” states
Climate Nexus.

The power relations that develop when we are created, between each other and
with  the  nonhuman environment,  are  the  basis  of  our  positionality  (i.e.,  our
socioeconomic position relative to others) and impact all we do.

White supremacy might seem like an anomaly to many whites until they consider
the massive financial and political inequity that continues to define the future of
children at birth.

The climate crisis is embedded in the exploitation of natural resources by a few,
leading to the exploitation of the majority population already facing inequity. To
take remedial action, we need to address intergenerational justice.

An essential step in this direction would be to update the Convention on the
Rights of the Child—necessitated by the climate crisis—which modifies existing
reproductive rights  regimes to focus on child share equity  over reproductive
autonomy or the inclusive and measurable empowerment of each child as they
enter the world.

A Deadly Idea: Endless Growth
So, what does the right to a healthy environment mean? Access to unpolluted air
and  clean  water  is  now  a  universal  human  right.  To  uphold  this  right,
recommendations include holding companies accountable, urging governments to
implement climate-protecting laws, promoting recycling, and more. Every small
step, every action we take, matters.

However, the UN Human Rights Council’s resolution 48/13 overlooks one crucial
aspect: the right to a fair start in life. This right should be considered the most
fundamental  human right.  It  should not  be predetermined at  birth  based on
circumstances a child is born into, such as being born in a small village in Kenya
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to a mother forced into a marriage merely for survival or to a wealthy New York
family.

The threat to securing this right is more than political. Nonprofits and advocacy
groups also play a role when they fail to include birth equity in their values and
mission.

We urgently need to align with this principle of ensuring birth equity before we
exhaust the finite resources on earth. Infinite growth is a fallacy and a dangerous
belief  that  drives  all  economies.  It  cannot  be  remedied  by  continuing  with
neoliberal  and  technocratic  solutions  spearheaded  by  primarily  white  men
invested  in  maintaining  their  wealth  and  power.

It is often touted that energy efficiency has increased since 1990, and carbon
dioxide emissions have reduced. However, the facts ignore that the effects of
population growth have reversed much of the progress made on the climate front.

The United States government, as well as governments around the world, are
urging women to have more children with little or no safeguards and resources in
response to falling fertility rates, especially in rich countries. Reduced fertility
rates threaten the economic growth that created the climate crisis in the first
place.

Hungary is another example of encouraging population growth without ensuring a
fair start in life. It offers tax incentives to mothers of four or more children. The
question remains: Who benefits from this growth? Not the children.

Bad Family Policies Cancel Out Progress
Animal  rights  and  welfare  involve  protecting  species  and  biodiversity  and
protecting and accounting for each nonhuman life. Humans need to play a more
effective  role  in  ensuring  the  liberation  of  animals  and restoring  balance  in
nature.

In the book, Winners Take All: The Elite Charade of Changing the World, Anand
Giridharadas presents a groundbreaking investigation of how the global elite’s
efforts to “change the world,” preserve the status quo, and obscure their role in
creating the problems in the first place.

Many animal and environmental nonprofit organizations contribute to this issue
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and perpetuate the problems they claim to resolve. Instead of preserving the
creation of  relations between humans and nonhumans as an integral  part  of
animal  law and animal  rights,  they  are  causing damage by  not  emphasizing
sustainable family planning and birth equity in their policies. This is pushing more
animals into factory farming and worsening the climate crisis.

The demand for factory farming grows with the birth of every child, and industrial
agriculture is responsible for 11 percent of global emissions, not to mention the
unimaginable suffering of innocent animals.

The family  policies many organizations support  are harmful—undoing climate
mitigation efforts that have led to the deaths of 4 million people between 2000
and 2024—and counter any good other policies might do. This dynamic can be
labeled “impact fraud.”

Abstract  academic  debates  about  population  ethics,  often  funded  by
concentrations of wealth and power reliant on inequity and growth, threaten to
worsen the results of the climate crisis by forestalling the necessary law and
policy  reforms  from being  implemented.  Many  of  the  debates  against  these
reforms emerge from the same Eurocentric vestige of colonialism—the historic
entitlement  of  wealthy  families  exploiting  birth  positionality—nesting  in  the
current human rights regime.

This  threatens  minimum  thresholds  of  personal  welfare,  equal  access  to
opportunities, participation in and adhering to political/legal systems purported to
represent  the  governed,  and  the  enjoyment  of  an  environment  relatively
conducive  to  human  and  nonhuman  health.

Academicians, foundations, and nonprofit  organizations need to address these
issues by advocating for human rights systems that include child welfare and
birth equity in instruments like the Convention on the Rights of the Child and in
ethics, law, and family planning policies.

Understanding  misleading  terms  and  supporting  family  policies  that  ensure
minimum levels of well-being, equity, democracy, nature, and a sustainable right
to have children for all through birth equity entitlements are important steps in
that  direction.  These  will  ensure  parental  delay  and  readiness,  equal
opportunities  for  all  children,  and  smaller  or  more  sustainable  families.
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The False Promise of Growth
Emphasizing sustainable practices, such as switching to vegan brands and eating
a  plant-based  diet,  is  essential  for  protecting  the  environment  and  ensuring
animal welfare. Still, these practices cannot alone resolve the climate crisis.

In many cases, food tech startups that support the move to plant-based meat are
often fueled, in part, by greenwashing.

The climate crisis is not just an imbalance of emissions and responsibility among
nations. Some of the blame for climate inequity also falls on deceptive tactics like
greenwashing, growthwashing, and humanewashing.

A more holistic approach is needed to prevent global warming and create a more
just and equitable world for children and nonhuman animals. It is important to
look beyond the fantasy world of value and progress built by nonprofits, media,
foundations, companies, etc., all driven by growth-based funding. This funding
hides the need for true reform, forestalls effective family law changes, and has led
to the deadly climate crisis. The push for growth is setting us all toward a future
of ecocide and extinction.

“You cannot have it both ways and complain that global warming will harm GDP,”
writes  Terry  Cannon,  emeritus  senior  research  fellow  of  the  Institute  of
Development Studies at the University of Sussex, in a May 2024 letter to the
Guardian. “A drop in global GDP is one of the best things that can happen to
reduce global warming if it reduces consumption of carbon-intensive products
and services. GDP is a very poor way to measure the negative impacts of global
warming.”

The Inequity of Opportunity Begins at Birth
The wealth gap between Black and white families has only worsened over time.
“The growing disparity means that in 2022, for every $100 in wealth held by
white households,  Black households held only $15,”  states a 2024 Brookings
Institution article.

This gap is a result of colonization, slavery, and other structural forms of racism.
This is the genesis of inequity of opportunity and should be the basis for treating
the legal system that allows it as illegitimate.

“Policies that privilege whiteness are reflected in higher levels of wealth for the
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average white family, which can be leveraged across generations to generate
greater wealth and advantages,” adds the Brookings article.

This disparity means that Black, Indigenous, and Latino communities absorb the
most  significant  risks  and  harms  in  the  climate  crisis—both  socially  and
ecologically.  Black  children  were  more  than  twice  as  likely  to  face  hunger
compared to white children in 2023.

These disparities can be resolved with universal birth equity-based planning—and
significant baby bond distributions—but policymakers and wealthy white families
that benefit from policies supporting this racial wealth gap prefer to exploit the
difference.

Similarly, most rich countries have made their wealth by exploiting poorer nations
and continue to profit by maintaining this inequality. This is true even though
many developing countries have the answers to some of today’s global problems.

For instance, Sudan has the potential to “address the global food crisis” but can
only  achieve  this  with  “the  cooperation  of  its  African  and  Middle  Eastern
neighbors, along with the international community, to move on from its war-torn
history and play a vital part in global trade,” points out a 2024 World Economic
Forum report.

In a territory like Palestine that has traditionally grown olive trees, continuing to
export olive oil from its olive trees can help maintain climate health and create
sustainable economic products, such as soap. These products can also support
organic alternative hair and skin care products like those from Palestinian-based
brands like CHI Haircare.

With  Occupation  contributing  significantly  to  the  devastation  of  the  land  in
Palestine, creating ecocide, domicide, and urbicide, emissions have increased and
created devastation to the natural environment, much like deforestation.

While globally sustainable areas like the Congo Basin rainforest sustain a portion
of  the  world’s  oxygen  supply,  businesses,  and  corporations  use  deceptive
practices to hide the deforestation of these forests. This further contributes to
more significant gaps in wealth for non-white communities.

Explosive Growth Has Destroyed Functional Democracy
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The current situation is not ecologically sustainable, does not ensure the safety of
unborn children, and has destroyed functional democracy. Democracy starts with
“one person, one vote,” which implies that each vote is influential. Today, this is
not the case.

We need to redistribute resources to ensure birth equity and a fair start in life
instead of letting governments decide on these matters if we have to secure the
future of our children.

This  poverty  and  inequity  cannot  be  challenged  through democracy  because
family planning policies have ensured that the average citizen is disenfranchised,
with little or no influence over the laws they are forced to live under.

Because growth is enabled by removing even minimum levels of welfare or equity,
our  elected  officials  simply  do  not  represent  their  constituents.  Growth  has
diluted votes.

The idea of representation is an illusion when, in reality, one should have access
to significant wealth or other forms of influence to impact political outcomes.
Also, the fact that the federal minimum wage is “poverty-level wages” is sufficient
evidence that the law hardly reflects the people’s will.

Why Reparations to Young Disenfranchised Women Are Important
We can reverse the abovementioned injustices by backing young women’s right to
self-determination and reparation.

“Society,  as  reflected in our government and the policy implemented by our
democratically  elected  representatives,  must  do  what’s  best  for  children,
regardless  of  economic  impact,  which  must  include  social  safety  programs
designed to give each child a fair start in life and climate reparations for the crisis
we have caused and are leaving to them as our legacy,” argues Jessica Blome, a
public interest attorney who frequently represents the Fair Start Movement, a
nonprofit that promotes the convergence of social, eco, and reproductive justice
(affiliated with two of this article’s authors, Carter Dillard and Beatrix Homler).

“That we are even debating the value of women’s autonomy as an economic
driver—as opposed to an inalienable human right—is exactly why our culture
needs to think differently about women and children,” Blome says.
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Mwesigye Robert, a co-founder of Rejoice Africa Foundation, a nonprofit group
that promotes climate restoration and family policy, argues that political leaders
often promote climate responses that are ultimately unrealistic because they are
top-down solutions. “They have come up with well-meaning centralized climate
responses in their speeches and proposals, but none of these are implemented
effectively,” he says.

His organization advocates the care group model,  which promotes social  and
behavioral changes through peer-to-peer knowledge sharing. Primarily deployed
in international  development  contexts,  care groups are often led by mothers
sharing  insights.  “Effective  climate  restoration  must  be  decentralized  to  the
affected communities at the grassroots level,” says Robert.

All Children Deserve a Fair Start in Life
The  climate  and  the  related  crises  we  face  today  were  driven  mainly,  and
certainly exacerbated, by the absence of child equity standards being included in
reproductive  rights  dating  back  to  1948.  This  seeded  racist  inequity  and
unsustainable growth and created a fake version of social justice, one hiding the
actual creation of power relations in birth, development, and inequity. It allowed
wealthy white families to amass wealth—at a deadly cost to generations of BIPOC
communities.

This  is  a  fundamental  entitlement  or  constitutive  fraud:  Obligating others  to
follow  laws  while  not  measurably  empowering  them  to  be  in  a  position  to
influence those laws.

Wealthy  families  in  nations  most  responsible  for  the  climate  crisis  are  now
funding a fantasy world to continue this farce and evade climate reparations they
owe for  the  harm they  have  caused.  Environmental  sustainability  and  social
justice  are  vastly  undone as  children enter  the  world  without  the  necessary
resources.

If the world’s children are not given a fair start in life, it won’t be possible to form
organizations capable of representative governance through the measurable self-
determination of their constituents.

We need to  give each family  equal  opportunities  and future generations the
resources they need to fight climate change. This means giving each child the
same rights and opportunities to shape the future.
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