“Capitalism Is an Insecurity
Machine”: Astra Taylor on Student
Debt & Our Radically Unequal
World

As the COVID-19 era pause on federal student debt payments comes to an end
and some 40 million Americans will resume payments next month, we speak with
Debt Collective organizer Astra Taylor about Biden’s new Saving on a Valuable
Education, or SAVE, plan and her organization’s new tool that helps people apply
to the Department of Education to cancel the borrower’s debt. Taylor also
discusses her new book, The Age of Insecurity: Coming Together as Things Fall
Apart, in which she writes, “How we understand and respond to insecurity is one
of the most urgent questions of our moment, for nothing less than the future
security of our species hangs in the balance.” She notes organizing is about “the
alchemy of turning our vulnerabilities, turning our oppression, turning our
insecurities into solidarity so that we can change the structures that are
undermining our self-esteem and well-being.”

Democracy Now! is an independent global news hour that airs on over 1,500 TV
and radio stations Monday through Friday. Watch our livestream at
democracynow.org Mondays to Fridays 8-9 a.m. ET.
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