COP28 Gave Us Another
Agreement Full of Loopholes for
Fossil Fuels

Pictured is the logo for the 28th
United Nations’ Climate Change
Conference, or COP28, being held
from Nov. 30 to Dec. 12, 2023, in
Dubai, United Arab Emirates. (Image
from cop28.com)

12-20-2023 It’s further proof that sustained activism, not fossil fuel diplomacy, is
our only hope for tackling the climate crisis.

The outcome of global climate summits has barely changed since the United
Nations held the first Conference of the Parties (COP) in Berlin in 1995. Reaching
an international consensus on climate action that might avert the worst effects of
global warming and put the planet on a sustainable track has always been an
elusive goal due to the power of the fossil fuel industry and political short-
termism. In the end, “fossil fuel diplomacy” always prevails over the interests of
humanity and the planet. Yet, somehow, congratulatory statements are always
made at the conclusion of every COP. In the meantime, the business of the fossil
fuel industry goes on uninterrupted and carbon emissions remain on an
unsustainable growth trajectory despite clean energy’s growth.

COP28, hosted by the autocratic and oil-rich United Arab Emirates, concluded on
December 13, with countries that were signatories of the Paris Agreement
pledging to contribute to “transitioning away from fossil fuels in energy systems.”
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COP28 president Sultan Ahmed Al Jaber, head of the Abu Dhabi National Oil
Company, said that this is “a robust action plan to keep 1.5 degrees Celsius within
reach.”

Hogwash. The deal reached at COP28 is not a plan, let alone a robust one, to keep
the world from breaching the 1.5C climate threshold set by the Paris Agreement
in 2015. An action plan includes specific, measurable and time-bound steps. The
agreement of “transitioning away from fossil fuels in energy systems” is a climate
pledge that does represent a progression beyond previous pledges, but it is still
merely a pledge, i.e., a non-legally binding promise. President Joe Biden’s
campaign was full of pledges on climate change and environmental justice but,
since he entered the White House, his policies have been nothing short of a real
boost for fossil fuels. Rich countries have failed to deliver on funding pledges to
poor nations. And most countries are failing to transform their climate
commitments into action. So much for pledges.

Adding insult to injury, “it is a plan that is led by the science,” said the very same
oil man who just recently declared that there is “no science” to phasing out fossil
fuels. The science is clear: Fossil fuels must go. But the term “phaseout” was
rejected by petrostates like Saudi Arabia and United Arab Emirates and by the
world’s two biggest climate polluters — the United States and China.

The COP28 agreement also incorporated into the final text extremely feeble
language toward the dirtiest of all fossil fuels — coal. Countries recognized the
need to accelerate “efforts toward the phasing-down of unabated coal power,”
which is language used in previous global climate summits, but the deal is silent
on limiting new coal-fired power plants. China, in fact, is moving forward with
new coal-fired power construction even as it pledges to reduce the use of coal
during its next five-year plan. Moreover, the term “unabated,” when it comes to
fossil fuels, “means doing nothing to reduce carbon dioxide and other greenhouse
gases from the burning of coal, oil and natural gas” and is actually associated
with carbon capture and storage technologies.

Indeed, indicative of the litany of loopholes included in the final COP28 text that
essentially offer the fossil fuel industry major escape routes is the emphasis on
unproven technologies like carbon capture and utilization and storage. The
utilization of such technologies for an allegedly lower-emission future will only
guarantee that fossil fuels remain around for the indefinite future. In fact, as
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India’s leading business newspaper, The Economic Times put it, the takeaway
from COP28 is that fossil fuels are “here to stay for years.”

In sum, to label the outcome of the COP28 global climate summit — a non-binding
pledge based on feeble wording that doesn’t even set any limits on the production
of oil, gas and coal — a “historic” deal is simply preposterous.

But there is more to the failure of COP28. The deal operationalized the loss and
damage fund to help vulnerable countries cope with the devastating impacts of
global warming, but the financial pledges of around $790 million fall way short of
“the trillions eventually needed to support developing countries with clean energy
transitions, implementing their national climate plans and adaptation efforts,”
according to the UN. The economic cost of loss and damage that developing
countries need has been estimated to be greater than $400 billion a year.

We are in a race against time to stop global warming. COP28 failed to rise to the
occasion in a big way. “This agreement contains major industry escape hatches
for disastrous gas expansion, plastics proliferation and dangerous climate scams
like carbon capture and storage,” Jean Su, director of the Energy Justice Program
at the Center for Biological Diversity, told Truthout. “It also fails to offer both the
needed financial support to developing countries and meaningful commitment
from rich countries to move first. Getting ‘fossil fuels’ into the final decision is a
win in process, but not in the practical fight for survival of life on Earth.”

COP28 should be seen as a “historic” failure instead of a “historic,” game-
changing agreement. A historic climate agreement would be one that includes
unwavering commitments to end fossil fuel subsidies; ban banks from funding
new fossil fuel projects, as they have pumped trillions of dollars into oil, gas and
coal since the Paris Agreement was adopted; wipe off the debt of all lower-income
countries, which now spend several times more on serving debt than dealing with
the devastating effects of global warming; and promote a coordinated plan to
finance the Global Green New Deal.

We are, of course, very far from the realization of such lofty expectations. In fact,
COP28 confirmed what we already knew, which is that “fossil-fuel diplomacy” can
never be expected to break out of the business-as-usual approach to climate
change. Activism remains our only true hope. This is why it is more than crucial
that the struggle to force governments to listen to the voices of their citizens not
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only continues but intensifies, as the 2024 UN Climate Change Conference is less
than a year away. (COP29 will be held in Azerbaijan — yet another autocratic and
fossil-fuel-funded regime.) Indeed, as Su said, “People power has gotten us here
and the momentum is stronger than ever. The fight to end oil, gas and coal must
now be taken up at the country level with the United States leading the way by
halting new fossil fuel project approvals and setting a strong nationally
determined contribution for next year’s COP29.”
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Don’t Dismiss Marx. His Critique
Of Colonialism Is More Relevant
Than Ever
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12-15-2023 Contrary to liberal misinterpretations, Marx was a fierce critic of
colonialism, says Marxist scholar Marcello Musto.

During the last couple of decades, we have been witnessing a resurgence of
interest in the thought and work of Karl Marx, author of major philosophical,
historical, political and economic works — and of course, of The Communist
Manifesto, which is perhaps the most popular political manifesto in the history of
the world. This resurgence is largely due to the devastating consequences of
neoliberalism around the world — unprecedented levels of economic inequality,
social decay and popular discontent, as well as intensifying environmental
degradation bringing the planet ever closer to a climate precipice — and the
inability of the formal institutions of liberal democracy to solve this growing list of
societal problems. But is Marx still relevant to the socio-economic and political
landscape that characterizes today’s capitalist world? And what about the
argument that Marx was Eurocentric and had little or nothing to say about
colonialism?

Marcello Musto, a leading Marxist scholar, and professor of sociology at York
University in Toronto, Canada, who has been a part of the revival of interest in
Marx, contends in an exclusive interview for Truthout that Marx is still very much
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relevant today and debunks the claim that he was Eurocentric. In the interview
that follows, Musto argues that Marx was, in fact, intensely critical of the impact
of colonialism.

C.J. Polychroniou: In the last decade or so there has been renewed interest in Karl
Marx’s critique of capitalism among leftist public intellectuals. Yet, capitalism has
changed dramatically since Marx’s time and the idea that capitalism is fated to
self-destruct because of contradictions that arise from the workings of its own
logic no longer commands intellectual credibility. Moreover, the working class
today is not only much more complex and diverse than the working class of the
industrial revolution but has also not fulfilled the worldwide historical mission
envisioned by Marx. In fact, it was such considerations that gave rise to post-
Marxism, a fashionable intellectual posture from the 1970s to the 1990s, which
attacks the Marxist notion of class analysis and underplays the material causes
for radical political action. But now, it seems, there is a return once again to the
fundamental ideas of Marx. How should we explain the renewed interest in Marx?
Indeed, is Marx still relevant today?

Marcello Musto: The fall of the Berlin Wall was followed by two decades of
conspiracy of silence on Marx’s work. In the 1990s and 2000s, the attention
toward Marx was extremely scarce and the same can be said for the publication,
and discussion, of his writing. Marx’'s work — no longer identified with the odious
function of instrumentum regni of the Soviet Union — became the focus of a
renewed global interest in 2008, after one of the biggest economic crises in the
history of capitalism. Prestigious newspapers, as well as journals with wide
readerships, described the author of Capital as a farsighted theorist, whose
topicality received confirmation one more time. Marx became, almost everywhere,
the theme of university courses and international conferences. His writings
reappeared on bookshop shelves, and his interpretation of capitalism gathered
increasing momentum.

In the last few years, there has also been a reconsideration of Marx as a political
theorist and many authors with progressive views maintain that his ideas
continue to be indispensable for anyone who believes it is necessary to build an
alternative to the society in which we live. The contemporary “Marx revival” is not
confined only to Marx’s critique of political economy, but also open to
rediscovering his political ideas and sociological interpretations. In the meantime,
many post-Marxist theories have demonstrated all their fallacies and ended up



accepting the foundations of the existing society — even though the inequalities
that tear it apart and thoroughly undermine its democratic coexistence are
growing in increasingly dramatic forms.

Certainly, Marx’s analysis of the working class needs to be reframed, as it was
developed on the observation of a different form of capitalism. If the answers to
many of our contemporary problems cannot be found in Marx, he does, however,
center the essential questions. I think this is his greatest contribution today: he
helps us to ask the right questions, to identify the main contradictions. That
seems to me to be no small thing. Marx still has so much to teach us. His
elaboration helps us better understand how indispensable he is in rethinking an
alternative to capitalism — today, even more urgently than in his time.

Marx’s writings include discussions of issues, such as nature, migration and
borders, which recently have received renewed attention. Can you briefly discuss
Marx’s approach to nature and his take on migration and borders?

Marx studied many subjects — in the past often underestimated, or even ignored,
by his scholars — which are of crucial importance for the political agenda of our
times. The relevance that Marx assigned to the ecological question is the focus of
some of the major studies devoted to his work over the past two decades. In
contrast to interpretations that reduced Marx’s conception of socialism to the
mere development of productive forces (labor, instruments and raw material), he
displayed great interest in what we today call the ecological question. On
repeated occasions, Marx argued that the expansion of the capitalist mode of
production increases not only the exploitation of the working class, but also the
pillage of natural resources. He denounced that “all progress in capitalist
agriculture is a progress in the art, not only of robbing the worker but of robbing
the soil.” In Capital, Marx observed that the private ownership of the earth by
individuals is as absurd as the private ownership of one human being by another
human being.

Marx was also very interested in migration and among his last studies are notes
on the pogrom that occurred in San Francisco in 1877 against Chinese migrants.
Marx railed against anti-Chinese demagogues who claimed that the migrants
would starve the white proletarians, and against those who tried to persuade the
working class to support xenophobic positions. On the contrary, Marx showed
that the forced movement of labor generated by capitalism was a very important



component of bourgeois exploitation and that the key to combating it was class
solidarity among workers, regardless of their origins or any distinction between
local and imported labor.

One of the most frequently heard objections to Marx is that he was Eurocentric
and that he even justified colonialism as necessary for modernity. Yet, while Marx
never developed his theory of colonialism as extensively as his critique of political
economy, he condemned British rule in India in the most unequivocal terms, for
instance, and criticized those who failed to see the destructive consequences of
colonialism. How do you assess Marx on these matters?

The habit of using decontextualized quotations from Marx’s work dates much
before Edward Said’s Orientalism, an influential book that contributed to the
myth of Marx’s alleged Eurocentrism. Today, I often read reconstructions of
Marx’s analyses of very complex historical processes that are outright
fabrications.

Already in the early 1850s, in his articles (contested by Said) for the New-York
Tribune — a newspaper with which he collaborated for more than a decade —
Marx had been under no illusion about the basic characteristics of capitalism. He
well knew that the bourgeoisie had never “effected a progress without dragging
individuals and people through blood and dirt, through misery and degradation.”
But he had also been convinced that, through world trade, development of the
productive forces and the transformation of production into something
scientifically capable of dominating the forces of nature, “bourgeois industry and
commerce [would create] these material conditions of a new world.” These
considerations reflected no more than a partial, ingenuous vision of colonialism
held by a man writing a journalistic piece at barely 35 years of age.

Later, Marx undertook extensive investigations of non-European societies and his
fierce anti-colonialism was even more evident. These considerations are all too
obvious to anyone who has read Marx, despite skepticism in some academic
circles that represent a bizarre form of decoloniality and assimilate Marx to
liberal thinkers. When Marx wrote about the domination of England in India, he
asserted that the British had only been able to “destroy native agriculture and
double the number and intensity of famines.” For Marx, the suppression of
communal landownership in India was nothing but an act of English vandalism,
pushing the native people backwards, certainly not forwards.
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Nowhere in Marx’s works is there the suggestion of an essentialist distinction
between the societies of the East and the West. And, in fact, Marx’s anti-
colonialism — particularly his ability to understand the true roots of this
phenomenon — contributes to the new contemporary wave of interest in his
theories, from Brazil to Asia.

The last journey that Karl Marx undertook before he died was in Algiers. Can you
highlight his reflections on the Arab world and what he thought of the French
occupation of Algeria?

I have told this story — so little known — in my recent book, The Last Years of
Karl Marx: An Intellectual Biography. In the winter of 1882, during the last year
of his life, Marx had a severe bronchitis and his doctor recommended him a
period of rest in a warm place like Algiers, in order to escape the rigors of winter.
It was the only time in his life that he spent outside Europe.

Owing to his ill health, Marx was unable to study Algerian society as he would
have liked. In 1879, he had already examined the French occupation of Algeria
and had argued that the transfer of landownership from the hands of the natives
into those of the colonists’ had a central aim: “the destruction of the indigenous
collective property and its transformation into an object of free purchase and
sale.” Marx had noted that this expropriation had two purposes: to provide the
French as much land as possible; and to tear away the Arabs from their natural
bonds to the soil, which meant to break any danger of rebellion. Marx commented
that this type of individualization of landownership had not only secured huge
economic benefits for the invaders but also achieved a political aim: “to destroy
the foundation of the society.”

Although Marx could not pursue this research further, he made a number of
interesting observations on the Arab world when he was in Algiers. He attacked,
with outrage, the violent abuse from the French, their repeated provocative acts,
their shameless arrogance, presumption and obsession with taking revenge — like
Moloch in the face of every act of rebellion by the local Arab population.

In his letters from Algiers, Marx reported that when a murder is committed by an
Arab gang, usually with robbery in view, and the actual miscreants are in the
course of time duly apprehended, tried and executed, this is not regarded as
sufficient atonement by the injured colonist family. They demand into the bargain



the “pulling in” of at least half a dozen innocent Arabs: “A kind of torture is
applied by the police, to force the Arabs to ‘confess,’ just as the British do in
India.” Marx wrote that when a European colonist dwells among those who are
considered the “lesser breeds,” either as a settler or simply on business, he
generally regards himself as even more inviolable than the king. And Marx also
emphasized that, in the comparative history of colonial occupation, “the British
and Dutch outdo the French.”

Do these reflections shed any light on Marx’s general perspective on colonialism?

Marx always expressed himself unambiguously against the ravages of colonialism.
It is a mistake to suggest otherwise, despite the instrumental scepticism so
fashionable nowadays in certain liberal academic quarters. During his life, Marx
closely observed the main events in international politics and, as we can see from
his writings and letters, he expressed firm opposition to British colonial
oppression in India, to French colonialism in Algeria, and to all the other forms of
colonial domination. He was anything but Eurocentric and fixated only on class
conflict. Marx thought the study of new political conflicts and peripherical
geographical areas to be fundamental for his critique of the capitalist system.
Most importantly, he always took the side of the oppressed against the
Oppressors.

Source:
https://truthout.org/articles/dont-dismiss-marx-his-critique-of-colonialism-is-more-
relevant-than-ever/
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Myanmar’s Instability Deepens As
The World Watches Silently
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12-13-2023 Militant groups are increasingly threatening Myanmar’s military
government. But other non-state actors, as well as China, are playing powerful
roles in the divided country.

Myanmar’s stability has eroded significantly since the 2021 military coup. But the
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coordinated attack by multiple separatist and pro-democracy groups in October
and November 2023 has seen military outposts, villages, border crossings, and
other infrastructure overrun. While the Tatmadaw, Myanmar’s military, clings to
control in central and coastal regions populated by the country’s ethnic majority,
much of the country’s border areas are increasingly slipping into anti-government
control.

This current turbulence is not an aberration but deeply rooted in Myanmar’s
history. Since gaining independence from British rule in 1948, the country has
grappled with what is commonly described as the world’s longest-running civil
war. Initial experiments with democracy witnessed limited clashes between
Myanmar’s central government and Ethnic Armed Organizations (EAOs.)
Following a military coup in 1962 that established the junta, more EAOs emerged

to challenge government power.

Infighting and splintering among EAOs, coupled with their growing antagonism
toward the Burma Communist Party (BCP), itself waging a war on the central
government, allowed the junta to implement fragile ceasefires in exchange for
limited autonomy. By the end of the Cold War, democratic protests in 1988, the
collapse of the BCP in 1989, and free elections in 1990 all suggested Myanmar
was cautiously embracing a peaceful future.

Despite losing the elections in 1990, however, the junta did not relinquish power,
drawing international condemnation. EAOs and other groups like the Myanmar
National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA), which split from the BCP, then
continued their struggle for two decades until the junta ceded some powers to a
civilian administration in 2011. Elections in 2015 and 2020 saw landslide victories
for the National League for Democracy (NLD), as well as some progress toward
reconciliation.

But in 2021, the Tatmadaw reestablished the junta and plunged the country back
into destabilization, culminating in the 2023 autumn offensive by anti-junta
forces. In addition to EOAs and a reorganized BCP, the junta has also been forced
to contend with People’s Defense Forces (PDFs), loose armed organizations
backed by the National Unity Government (NUG), set up by lawmakers and
politicians in the aftermath of the coup. Additionally, the role of the Burman
ethnic majority and grassroots civil defense forces in opposing the junta has also
complicated its response to unrest.
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The junta has proven adept at managing its restive elements before, and can also
rely on its Border Guard Forces (BGFs) and other pro-government militia groups.
But the broad swathes of Myanmar’s society fighting against it have made the
junta’s traditional policy of divide and rule far less effective. Myanmar’s Acting
President Myint Swe has said the country could “split into various parts”,
prompting Myanmar military officials to retreat to the capital, Naypyidaw, a
planned city completed in 2012 that effectively serves as a fortress located near
the most restive regions.

China’s role in Myanmar has undergone significant shifts since the latter’s
independence. Despite Chinese support for the BCP and other communist groups,
Myanmar grew closer to China after its isolation from the West in the 1990s.
Beijing supported the junta to stabilize Myanmar and prevent adversaries from
establishing a foothold on China’s southern border. Other interests included
maintaining access to Myanmar’s raw materials and natural resources, as well as
infrastructure development to turn Myanmar into a strategic gateway to the Bay
of Bengal through the China-Myanmar Economic Corridor (CMEC), part of
China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).

China maintained ties to the junta, democracy advocates, and ethnic groups from
2011 to 2021. However, the 2021 coup disrupted development projects and led to
attacks on Chinese-run facilities by rebel groups, and the junta’s inability to
protect infrastructure exacerbated historical tension between it and Beijing. Four
Chinese civilians were killed in 2015 after a Myanmar military airstrike hit across
the border into Yunnan, while the junta burned down a Chinese-owned factory
and killed Chinese and Myanmar civilians in 2021.

China’s ongoing support to some militia groups, such as the United Wa State
Army (UWSA) and MNDAA, provides Beijing leverage over the junta and a say in
the ceasefire processes. Chinese firms also often work with armed groups in
“special economic zones” near the border, and some of the anti-junta groups
regularly cross the border to China to escape the junta and its proxy forces.
Beijing’s tacit approval of their activities may also be partially fueled by wariness
that rebel groups were becoming closer to the U.S. prior to the new offensive.

Beijing has nonetheless attempted to sustain a balancing act, arresting a UWSA
deputy military chief in October 2023 and initially ignoring calls for assistance
from the rebels after the launch of their offensive. But following the steady string
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of defeats suffered by the junta, China has since altered its outlook. China’s
affiliates now form some of the most powerful groups operating in Myanmar, and
China’s foreign ministry has called for a ceasefire.

Myanmar’s porous borders have not only allowed armed groups to flourish but
also facilitated the expansion of organized crime networks. Increased cooperation
between militant and criminal groups in recent decades, known as the terror-
crime nexus, has elevated the power of these groups worldwide.

American efforts to counter communism inadvertently helped develop drug
networks in Myanmar during the early Cold War, while transnational organized
crime in Southeast Asia burgeoned in the 21st Century. The COVID-19 pandemic
further established Myanmar as a hub of criminal activity, expanding the funding
networks available to the country’s armed groups. Both local and international
criminal networks operate in Myanmar’s special economic zones, engaging in
human and wildlife trafficking, slavery, cybercrimes, money laundering,
communication fraud, illegal casinos, and online gambling centers.

The relationships between these entities and governments are intricate, with
shifting alliances commonplace. Beijing and transnational Chinese gangs play
central roles in Myanmar’s heightened criminal activity. The junta has also had
close ties to criminal networks for decades, and since the 2021 coup has become
increasingly reliant on criminal activity to finance itself and offset international
isolation.

China, while entangled in Myanmar’s criminal underworld, has grown steadily
more concerned with rising illicit activity on its border with Myanmar and the
willing and unwilling participation of Chinese citizens. China’s signals to the junta
to address the forced-labor networks since May 2023 went unheeded, leading to
China issuing arrest warrants for junta allies and the UWSA to raid online scam
compounds and trafficked labor centers in border regions.

However, the resilience of regional criminal groups became evident after the NLD
failed to disrupt their activities during the decade of partial democratic rule from
2011 to 2021, and they have only grown financially stronger since. And despite
their interweaving with regional elites, criminal networks and their militant
partners have developed newfound agency and an ability to act independently
from governments since the 2021 coup.
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Additionally, while the junta styles its current campaign as a counterinsurgency,
Myanmar’s armed groups possess significant military capabilities. Minority
groups such as those belonging to the Karen ethnic group were prominent in
Myanmar’s armed forces during the British colonial administration, gaining
valuable experience. As in Ethiopia, certain ethnic groups have developed and
maintained well-equipped forces capable of both insurgency and conventional
warfare.

Like other anti-government forces around the world, Myanmar rebel groups have
also embraced new technologies and strategies in recent years. This includes
crowdfunding initiatives, which have expanded significantly since 2021, to offset
the junta’s control over the central bank and other national economic levers.
Large-scale application of drone warfare has also made a marked difference on
the battlefield, even before the current offensive by the rebels.

Myanmar’s militant groups have also worked with European criminal groups to
obtain weapons, and groups like the UWSA have proven capable of manufacturing

weapons since 2008. The_use of 3D-printed guns by Myanmar rebel groups, just
ten years after the first 3D-printed gun was produced, also marks a distinctive
feature of the current conflict. The NUG has meanwhile been busily setting up
local civic administration and public services and People’s Administrative Teams
(PATs) in PDF-controlled or contested areas, indicative of their state-building

capabilities.

Hindered by international isolation, increasingly powerful rebel groups, and a
growing dependence on a Chinese leadership willing to support multiple sides,
the junta’s outlook appears bleak. But it does maintain some other allies abroad.
Russia grew closer to the junta throughout the 2010s and despite being tied down
in Ukraine, Moscow has offered more support for Myanmar since the coup,
including the first ever Russia-Myanmar joint naval exercise in November 2023.
Bordering states Laos and Thailand also maintain friendly ties to the junta, and
Laos, holding the chairmanship of ASEAN since September 2023, has shielded
Myanmar from greater institutional isolation.

Myanmar’s other neighbors, India and Bangladesh, are also wary of additional
instability and the potential emergence of a failed state on their borders. India
has already seen tens of thousands of refugees (as well as soldiers from the junta)
cross the border since 2021, while Bangladesh has seen close to one million
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Rohingya refugees enter the country since 2016, and India has recently shown it
is still willing to engage with the junta despite its vulnerability.

Efforts to further unite anti-government forces meanwhile face obstacles due to
differences in strategies, objectives, and allegiances. Several organizations have
been set up to encourage greater coordination, but infighting is still common.
Some EAOs, like the Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS), are still open to
adhering to the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) while others consider a
federal system a viable alternative to complete independence. Perceived
indifference to the Rohingya crisis in 2017 on behalf of the democratic
government at the time also reveals the persistent ethnic tensions among
Myanmar’s population despite alternative leadership.

Convincing criminal and militant groups to give up their lucrative illicit networks,
as well as untangling their links to the junta-dominated economy, will also prove
challenging. And with the U.S. diplomatically tied down in Ukraine and Israel and
ASEAN'’s divided approach to the crisis, China enjoys relative freedom to
manipulate the situation on its border. Yet despite positive relations across
Myanmar’s political spectrum, Beijing’s reluctance to intervene more directly only
amplifies the persistent uncertainty surrounding Myanmar’s future.

By John P. Ruehl

Author Bio: This article was produced by Globetrotter.

John P. Ruehl is an Australian-American journalist living in Washington, D.C., and
a world affairs correspondent for the Independent Media Institute. He is a
contributing editor to Strategic Policy and a contributor to several other foreign
affairs publications. His book, Budget Superpower: How Russia Challenges the
West With an Economy Smaller Than Texas’, was published in December 2022.

Source: Globetrotter



https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=JATfH2eKb4CLsSfyNiqx5U71Qd3sZ74HQ9fyGUDKky-2FZJYGAmwMA266x3TPLm-2FzqnEUBY9uU96yyFyseG3TYQbmymO9ZNOSshXnFW-2FQq5g-2BvmXBWYhVZ-2BYBuyP00PtWGlSFPloV00i5BqDNbnu-2FPqGb1aeB2Kyf25fWFQWlVEtiVakZhk-2FV6DV-2BkuoGkfXBPfte1_LnethaF6mdJMAeJ-2FtbpzZ-2FakTYpEYM4UYwg-2BV6HOqFA7JPQPAr0SwP4Abn9G9lv2FUXmXxPlXG5IoauXIsbEfMzGJPkw7urTT3hJGQXUBEiXyViAHMhAM28yqaC2rQ12saDrDPfKiSZFcKk4Nd8a29ZUowLuMxg2DGKBRuSA9cykeqkflIqaBi5-2BEiuREjvTPpRPsNfxHTxzDYZReWeyrf7PNB7n001YFhGjUKQfZYW4DtQXri4GClXcocIFYngn8wO-2B58doiomk8IkpY2RCCoAu2C292Fj2OgvqwcXwOD7LEpj6TfmWd28ZfuzJ0Ke54AfBRW34c054MjNKdjLdBaupMfrpF-2FTG42s-2FReOtCK3n7wzBg2hDn3Cd04F2MMm-2B5L28a0iNCWQHFkot658bx4Hho3ea0TawzyUSmUQJPJ6-2BPwQWMQ-2B5JC-2FLf5wyo1-2BF-2F1IvVxr42manM2ZK2UdiY4JSZy4jv8CoCgVKtELNhMPRAyx60k5RbjTQYXXEeKpq9qv4WVHs-2FmW7KEwOXObFhsv3Fn2AM50LphM8R63rHZpWpRzaImwq4BbF5FQUpzUl0YNpp4ILBc-2FcEtdIldNlLCiYLETtwFOIAAejPn6uEJvAu9TJ74ixrKGQ4yiSU8FcyEafaoRoDJCqLTS5Aq8mWKTQTeNa3Hdj1V4d6w-2B3YxXTuVuslrDO6DYSARnfJwZcefg640IGlINcYyuEDWqVOBCOlkrCEHvTcEa8Ie6jGhGXGLEE1cD0CpRFT-2BArW8IcOr112s1SMiMk59jgy7uTHgAZ049IX-2Fq2chJfg7xb6OdeDyNTfmVM47zce-2FZq8PARy-2FOTnOT847yRYDgKYWLuMQ-3D-3D
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=JATfH2eKb4CLsSfyNiqx5elHnY9o9-2Bl7dmVHwrC3Vs-2F2YoolzR-2BDc2fkqh9G7GqItpT1OaK3KVg9-2Fpj3J7A8vbeaawmjNO97tPeGXEpBdU6J-2F2V7oCNoiK-2F2rWuPVr5gafCVMnj-2FCr8SUjMLz4LG9A-3D-3DpyV2_LnethaF6mdJMAeJ-2FtbpzZ-2FakTYpEYM4UYwg-2BV6HOqFA7JPQPAr0SwP4Abn9G9lv2FUXmXxPlXG5IoauXIsbEfMzGJPkw7urTT3hJGQXUBEiXyViAHMhAM28yqaC2rQ12saDrDPfKiSZFcKk4Nd8a29ZUowLuMxg2DGKBRuSA9cykeqkflIqaBi5-2BEiuREjvTPpRPsNfxHTxzDYZReWeyrf7PNB7n001YFhGjUKQfZYW4DtQXri4GClXcocIFYngn8wO-2B58doiomk8IkpY2RCCoAu2C292Fj2OgvqwcXwOD7LEpj6TfmWd28ZfuzJ0Ke54AfBRW34c054MjNKdjLdBaupMfrpF-2FTG42s-2FReOtCK3n7wzBg2hDn3Cd04F2MMm-2B5L28a0iNCWQHFkot658bx4Hho3ea0TawzyUSmUQJPJ6-2BPwQWMQ-2B5JC-2FLf5wyo1-2BF-2F1IvVxr42manM2ZK2UdiY4JSZy4jv8CoCgVKtELNhMPRAyx60k5RbjTQYXXEeKpq9qv4WVHs-2FmW7KEwOXObFhsv3Fn2AM50LphM8R63rHZpWpRzaImwq4BbF5FQUpzUl0YNpp4ILBc-2FcEtdIldNlLCiYLETtwFOIAAejPn6uEJtUSZLrVLyqarDoLVJ3-2B-2FU23C-2FAKcr-2BjpJ0lJaK9AQWwZqr04wd0-2FJpuhhKiAedHadiHQXZ4kXLMRovSpjk28pWnI2qkqOZEgn-2BaYav1INi7oiK7gFaUOpbTLDZjoJx9WCaKLXpZdUjdDrJDl1p0UtN4mZrx52cQcg7uaiJw0T7UWrJH2W0HnfSIDyPgasaDxwcHzhIfLh-2B7gDj011JFx0-2BHi9-2BB0c8JnXcJR7rlCEIYw-3D-3D
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=JATfH2eKb4CLsSfyNiqx5dK-2B1Xi28lvcAAd-2FKnKGufbN6lwJ9i0KcuQVq2r-2FuSPr5Zv-2B4DWrCexFqM7U248RT-2FKQimKxJ1UTuFuid3BwDwW0sXtNIeS-2ByQiUGBTeLN6VOQQKlZvRSz-2FUOOA8SJPY-2BtZ80sEpkjpLVHIebGcRewE-3D2S_g_LnethaF6mdJMAeJ-2FtbpzZ-2FakTYpEYM4UYwg-2BV6HOqFA7JPQPAr0SwP4Abn9G9lv2FUXmXxPlXG5IoauXIsbEfMzGJPkw7urTT3hJGQXUBEiXyViAHMhAM28yqaC2rQ12saDrDPfKiSZFcKk4Nd8a29ZUowLuMxg2DGKBRuSA9cykeqkflIqaBi5-2BEiuREjvTPpRPsNfxHTxzDYZReWeyrf7PNB7n001YFhGjUKQfZYW4DtQXri4GClXcocIFYngn8wO-2B58doiomk8IkpY2RCCoAu2C292Fj2OgvqwcXwOD7LEpj6TfmWd28ZfuzJ0Ke54AfBRW34c054MjNKdjLdBaupMfrpF-2FTG42s-2FReOtCK3n7wzBg2hDn3Cd04F2MMm-2B5L28a0iNCWQHFkot658bx4Hho3ea0TawzyUSmUQJPJ6-2BPwQWMQ-2B5JC-2FLf5wyo1-2BF-2F1IvVxr42manM2ZK2UdiY4JSZy4jv8CoCgVKtELNhMPRAyx60k5RbjTQYXXEeKpq9qv4WVHs-2FmW7KEwOXObFhsv3Fn2AM50LphM8R63rHZpWpRzaImwq4BbF5FQUpzUl0YNpp4ILBc-2FcEtdIldNlLCiYLETtwFOIAAejPn6uEJtN-2Body2RLnMArKKh8UHub8MX-2BBDmd3Z1C3sJlEUnBqkZif5N4x9rcB-2FfYnvMdSUkDbSsAYIfkarNQiEUmsb1AXgyAlK-2BfOHezpRPR9J6TA2qq8TvKYWGHk-2BbGZACLfYuILzMPdx7MqNW44r4rWGvyS3sGxBkJISNGMJG4zmm6pCeTQ8RIaWN8VSxEgfiQ-2BnvcjviX-2B3i5yDM0eotXCfn4CfUJZXpkyUs5MNqbW3-2FJSWg-3D-3D
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=JATfH2eKb4CLsSfyNiqx5TXiHKFe7AhfSEhvhz5FU3wptlE0uKtH3WYAWRHWpUDSW8bFM5zG5uVLhOgwiB4wzxTAOh5YpXos4SSCMb-2BfQuxtgDKT7z-2BuZWIcQFKCtRKFJWmrGMbGkwT-2F9P0lFs11cA-3D-3Dky5Q_LnethaF6mdJMAeJ-2FtbpzZ-2FakTYpEYM4UYwg-2BV6HOqFA7JPQPAr0SwP4Abn9G9lv2FUXmXxPlXG5IoauXIsbEfMzGJPkw7urTT3hJGQXUBEiXyViAHMhAM28yqaC2rQ12saDrDPfKiSZFcKk4Nd8a29ZUowLuMxg2DGKBRuSA9cykeqkflIqaBi5-2BEiuREjvTPpRPsNfxHTxzDYZReWeyrf7PNB7n001YFhGjUKQfZYW4DtQXri4GClXcocIFYngn8wO-2B58doiomk8IkpY2RCCoAu2C292Fj2OgvqwcXwOD7LEpj6TfmWd28ZfuzJ0Ke54AfBRW34c054MjNKdjLdBaupMfrpF-2FTG42s-2FReOtCK3n7wzBg2hDn3Cd04F2MMm-2B5L28a0iNCWQHFkot658bx4Hho3ea0TawzyUSmUQJPJ6-2BPwQWMQ-2B5JC-2FLf5wyo1-2BF-2F1IvVxr42manM2ZK2UdiY4JSZy4jv8CoCgVKtELNhMPRAyx60k5RbjTQYXXEeKpq9qv4WVHs-2FmW7KEwOXObFhsv3Fn2AM50LphM8R63rHZpWpRzaImwq4BbF5FQUpzUl0YNpp4ILBc-2FcEtdIldNlLCiYLETtwFOIAAejPn6uEJtg1tQ4zXRBMqv3476ZqELwNTh6E1PiGAkcbveeKBZGLqepBmxH8GtXMxYpdZPxHfA0ACGyW2VD8vuewOTUHTpC1EIL7gaUScjxEEoPUskWclqzu9UPKe7hV0-2BIUcvIXHj-2F9Y2OgMFP3T49xTWwelSRQV8V9tVWp9n9KOE32ATrgCLk4-2BcChnT-2Fp9ZkoSCq8BSzvDsjwQuGkhlj4kkwnxs2CEgSJrXwTSni5moF9CfoXA-3D-3D
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=JATfH2eKb4CLsSfyNiqx5QqIUTLaOcxVtKX9yCXwHfdenoYT7TnMejZzT1axJSOjBQtPyxB3ZSr3Rbl6CfcVj58Yx6a-2BZn0Mh1bEagqeQvuZM5hy-2Bry-2FUWrteP5zFmNDl2-2Fcvtkd159WFPtx09m-2BNw-3D-3DEcLt_LnethaF6mdJMAeJ-2FtbpzZ-2FakTYpEYM4UYwg-2BV6HOqFA7JPQPAr0SwP4Abn9G9lv2FUXmXxPlXG5IoauXIsbEfMzGJPkw7urTT3hJGQXUBEiXyViAHMhAM28yqaC2rQ12saDrDPfKiSZFcKk4Nd8a29ZUowLuMxg2DGKBRuSA9cykeqkflIqaBi5-2BEiuREjvTPpRPsNfxHTxzDYZReWeyrf7PNB7n001YFhGjUKQfZYW4DtQXri4GClXcocIFYngn8wO-2B58doiomk8IkpY2RCCoAu2C292Fj2OgvqwcXwOD7LEpj6TfmWd28ZfuzJ0Ke54AfBRW34c054MjNKdjLdBaupMfrpF-2FTG42s-2FReOtCK3n7wzBg2hDn3Cd04F2MMm-2B5L28a0iNCWQHFkot658bx4Hho3ea0TawzyUSmUQJPJ6-2BPwQWMQ-2B5JC-2FLf5wyo1-2BF-2F1IvVxr42manM2ZK2UdiY4JSZy4jv8CoCgVKtELNhMPRAyx60k5RbjTQYXXEeKpq9qv4WVHs-2FmW7KEwOXObFhsv3Fn2AM50LphM8R63rHZpWpRzaImwq4BbF5FQUpzUl0YNpp4ILBc-2FcEtdIldNlLCiYLETtwFOIAAejPn6uEJtQY-2BboFSl3RBOw1Fz29YLSvtDPbj3rYt0ZFlzY0vPxdryWTJuIOeyH7Y9VSp8nXi2Q9CWjcOjoAFzOECQTb2xLcJCMp5zVc5TL0Y6zCroQnU8dVR8agBE-2BcKD2ApcBrMGPuMHUfCfV52fGxanKuYPJqgHqnV8Tdnyj9ckBu9EB4hHoq09hntcZ7KirPx1Hdt5f2nTPj6vIcu0J-2FDMzo-2Bs7s7O-2Bi-2Frw30EziEJNhvzKpA-3D-3D
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=JATfH2eKb4CLsSfyNiqx5WI4NN4jbrvPpmBlbof7CCM1rbMuJq44VoHayQyCACDQUa4iQOmAUMBbYU7c170TSxvIH7KnkatzlFGFO1rGlJohG60SeKKqGcCKrOJ8tJplKc17_LnethaF6mdJMAeJ-2FtbpzZ-2FakTYpEYM4UYwg-2BV6HOqFA7JPQPAr0SwP4Abn9G9lv2FUXmXxPlXG5IoauXIsbEfMzGJPkw7urTT3hJGQXUBEiXyViAHMhAM28yqaC2rQ12saDrDPfKiSZFcKk4Nd8a29ZUowLuMxg2DGKBRuSA9cykeqkflIqaBi5-2BEiuREjvTPpRPsNfxHTxzDYZReWeyrf7PNB7n001YFhGjUKQfZYW4DtQXri4GClXcocIFYngn8wO-2B58doiomk8IkpY2RCCoAu2C292Fj2OgvqwcXwOD7LEpj6TfmWd28ZfuzJ0Ke54AfBRW34c054MjNKdjLdBaupMfrpF-2FTG42s-2FReOtCK3n7wzBg2hDn3Cd04F2MMm-2B5L28a0iNCWQHFkot658bx4Hho3ea0TawzyUSmUQJPJ6-2BPwQWMQ-2B5JC-2FLf5wyo1-2BF-2F1IvVxr42manM2ZK2UdiY4JSZy4jv8CoCgVKtELNhMPRAyx60k5RbjTQYXXEeKpq9qv4WVHs-2FmW7KEwOXObFhsv3Fn2AM50LphM8R63rHZpWpRzaImwq4BbF5FQUpzUl0YNpp4ILBc-2FcEtdIldNlLCiYLETtwFOIAAejPn6uEJt67M4E9Ge0UoXof7lCvovtorvJoqIgGORBr4ZTWSu7AopT22CRmOXoLwjhhzdcHduL3m1UpHL5aeYrEIsj6oiaPmdeeo3hccXUZcVxz-2Fr7vRimklJANv8N2IgsbHtjT0Hf2rZ-2FYZTr54lUfXQRvl2syI2zJ4Ng0B4vNlGUPdLKeWB9QFngQihGl3itzJtTJ1Eo4MFIql6gFa-2BUVYd46FbiSAsh32yVTn9-2F59dLO9SQiw-3D-3D
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=JATfH2eKb4CLsSfyNiqx5dK-2B1Xi28lvcAAd-2FKnKGufbN6lwJ9i0KcuQVq2r-2FuSPr3okFN6dSSYuk9rX6Ik1jqIarQ9EnZER3AU71UGDe1V43dOTv-2BU90aR7WvVRpenP-2BDDAW_LnethaF6mdJMAeJ-2FtbpzZ-2FakTYpEYM4UYwg-2BV6HOqFA7JPQPAr0SwP4Abn9G9lv2FUXmXxPlXG5IoauXIsbEfMzGJPkw7urTT3hJGQXUBEiXyViAHMhAM28yqaC2rQ12saDrDPfKiSZFcKk4Nd8a29ZUowLuMxg2DGKBRuSA9cykeqkflIqaBi5-2BEiuREjvTPpRPsNfxHTxzDYZReWeyrf7PNB7n001YFhGjUKQfZYW4DtQXri4GClXcocIFYngn8wO-2B58doiomk8IkpY2RCCoAu2C292Fj2OgvqwcXwOD7LEpj6TfmWd28ZfuzJ0Ke54AfBRW34c054MjNKdjLdBaupMfrpF-2FTG42s-2FReOtCK3n7wzBg2hDn3Cd04F2MMm-2B5L28a0iNCWQHFkot658bx4Hho3ea0TawzyUSmUQJPJ6-2BPwQWMQ-2B5JC-2FLf5wyo1-2BF-2F1IvVxr42manM2ZK2UdiY4JSZy4jv8CoCgVKtELNhMPRAyx60k5RbjTQYXXEeKpq9qv4WVHs-2FmW7KEwOXObFhsv3Fn2AM50LphM8R63rHZpWpRzaImwq4BbF5FQUpzUl0YNpp4ILBc-2FcEtdIldNlLCiYLETtwFOIAAejPn6uEJvZnFAD2nQSBFIopLQcyzROxTJc8qJv0kmpkgti1PFxm4ntzsZTYOq6IwYn2KSIhyljIEpkrQBMCu-2FGYH99DBq4TUbBeLD56XGyolVwsTLhPrpzo-2FMUVEXWtPXvOa-2FPNM21-2FZe2H4YrFMAP5ObE08eD6i60RTBdNou3gslbpUOKs5qWwy-2FZMMJNcAjW3fJnzjSTmNgqEidlPPVtJIyfWaJxMi6kAtWi7wmQzAhePRc4Kg-3D-3D
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=JATfH2eKb4CLsSfyNiqx5VvrpSG34dBT8hFvIpUR6eq1ZGhlMKQy6N9uw1N-2F9s-2BWg2gYaXmn9ywCqlVhXamG9W1o5-2Bba88tgeoS1fzBIvSeeDTlv-2B0zOfoVV9-2FOmQqlbuaM7obmA2r3W85YOrvH8Jg-3D-3DMn0A_LnethaF6mdJMAeJ-2FtbpzZ-2FakTYpEYM4UYwg-2BV6HOqFA7JPQPAr0SwP4Abn9G9lv2FUXmXxPlXG5IoauXIsbEfMzGJPkw7urTT3hJGQXUBEiXyViAHMhAM28yqaC2rQ12saDrDPfKiSZFcKk4Nd8a29ZUowLuMxg2DGKBRuSA9cykeqkflIqaBi5-2BEiuREjvTPpRPsNfxHTxzDYZReWeyrf7PNB7n001YFhGjUKQfZYW4DtQXri4GClXcocIFYngn8wO-2B58doiomk8IkpY2RCCoAu2C292Fj2OgvqwcXwOD7LEpj6TfmWd28ZfuzJ0Ke54AfBRW34c054MjNKdjLdBaupMfrpF-2FTG42s-2FReOtCK3n7wzBg2hDn3Cd04F2MMm-2B5L28a0iNCWQHFkot658bx4Hho3ea0TawzyUSmUQJPJ6-2BPwQWMQ-2B5JC-2FLf5wyo1-2BF-2F1IvVxr42manM2ZK2UdiY4JSZy4jv8CoCgVKtELNhMPRAyx60k5RbjTQYXXEeKpq9qv4WVHs-2FmW7KEwOXObFhsv3Fn2AM50LphM8R63rHZpWpRzaImwq4BbF5FQUpzUl0YNpp4ILBc-2FcEtdIldNlLCiYLETtwFOIAAejPn6uEJtmjkeZiY4acH3cRaIsiLmyiZfhD60Qs0PUUTiOj5CGF-2BE4Tjcz9eJbIj5ZVylhJmMdGWLXXaFy6AHAx5gg0vQ96WA-2BmFZdq7itzbyq-2BTq6oh0iEl03ZPBSsXtjLYWRQAtWoSJCY17j4ovHwBhsRxjPzP-2BWirJQY8Q98D1BJBo2G7LnjSGqoocUWsBXlo7pe8PY671dFp8wcrZ1xJO1qLJ2GS6r-2B0P35ML5zvvbp7pItQ-3D-3D
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=JATfH2eKb4CLsSfyNiqx5RZT0BfxajS1RjXGbvnVHAxgVbUakCG-2F0mQ6sk-2FeA9ZU-Txl_LnethaF6mdJMAeJ-2FtbpzZ-2FakTYpEYM4UYwg-2BV6HOqFA7JPQPAr0SwP4Abn9G9lv2FUXmXxPlXG5IoauXIsbEfMzGJPkw7urTT3hJGQXUBEiXyViAHMhAM28yqaC2rQ12saDrDPfKiSZFcKk4Nd8a29ZUowLuMxg2DGKBRuSA9cykeqkflIqaBi5-2BEiuREjvTPpRPsNfxHTxzDYZReWeyrf7PNB7n001YFhGjUKQfZYW4DtQXri4GClXcocIFYngn8wO-2B58doiomk8IkpY2RCCoAu2C292Fj2OgvqwcXwOD7LEpj6TfmWd28ZfuzJ0Ke54AfBRW34c054MjNKdjLdBaupMfrpF-2FTG42s-2FReOtCK3n7wzBg2hDn3Cd04F2MMm-2B5L28a0iNCWQHFkot658bx4Hho3ea0TawzyUSmUQJPJ6-2BPwQWMQ-2B5JC-2FLf5wyo1-2BF-2F1IvVxr42manM2ZK2UdiY4JSZy4jv8CoCgVKtELNhMPRAyx60k5RbjTQYXXEeKpq9qv4WVHs-2FmW7KEwOXObFhsv3Fn2AM50LphM8R63rHZpWpRzaImwq4BbF5FQUpzUl0YNpp4ILBc-2FcEtdIldNlLCiYLETtwFOIAAejPn6uEJsR3eNJgeqYWcTiXCTCu-2FtVRGtq9rROC8bjUg67mVR99rvMDmJslKdSYru5LCX9IX7sl4pmPyzOn18fbsUUe14EMQE9TfcLmJq-2BCGJhfzY8jtvUnrlmuskpMbaQru0ybTojTEDqcpWn6CvXUE7JuBsrBgsDJaq-2Bynuqo-2BpfOX9RxKwYTGk06UaftqxANPY1VoG4u982OOktruxRnrEJyWqurqqtFYvCpz1UXWDncoAKsA-3D-3D
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=JATfH2eKb4CLsSfyNiqx5XA3FVH9gQhkKtD7-2Botan-2Fmh0n5bkSRufJx6eMdRhy-2BtF4Ce_LnethaF6mdJMAeJ-2FtbpzZ-2FakTYpEYM4UYwg-2BV6HOqFA7JPQPAr0SwP4Abn9G9lv2FUXmXxPlXG5IoauXIsbEfMzGJPkw7urTT3hJGQXUBEiXyViAHMhAM28yqaC2rQ12saDrDPfKiSZFcKk4Nd8a29ZUowLuMxg2DGKBRuSA9cykeqkflIqaBi5-2BEiuREjvTPpRPsNfxHTxzDYZReWeyrf7PNB7n001YFhGjUKQfZYW4DtQXri4GClXcocIFYngn8wO-2B58doiomk8IkpY2RCCoAu2C292Fj2OgvqwcXwOD7LEpj6TfmWd28ZfuzJ0Ke54AfBRW34c054MjNKdjLdBaupMfrpF-2FTG42s-2FReOtCK3n7wzBg2hDn3Cd04F2MMm-2B5L28a0iNCWQHFkot658bx4Hho3ea0TawzyUSmUQJPJ6-2BPwQWMQ-2B5JC-2FLf5wyo1-2BF-2F1IvVxr42manM2ZK2UdiY4JSZy4jv8CoCgVKtELNhMPRAyx60k5RbjTQYXXEeKpq9qv4WVHs-2FmW7KEwOXObFhsv3Fn2AM50LphM8R63rHZpWpRzaImwq4BbF5FQUpzUl0YNpp4ILBc-2FcEtdIldNlLCiYLETtwFOIAAejPn6uEJt7oqMrKOT74obEqxZOhKgHNiPZI5G9v9VtOu3jJaxoE3bqwztnMFhrIGlIPyuzPQcFXq09d7a-2FfFGxC3KKkI-2BN-2Fgeg3yQlDssAGCm2sIZFXfIiWIotCqvmD-2BDURLgUWToLFkACAAmxT4F2cIDvbvGIRY-2F43MM9cmLMrI078nmp0OKnETp6VHxh3CPIxHpTU5gfrKgfIOFrn-2BGDqAErWPYyXM20saMivnXr8qWv-2BgFyyw-3D-3D
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=JATfH2eKb4CLsSfyNiqx5Z5zm4WOWpKZT56VYJ47dRnEozHN-2Bgxl-2Fo-2B6fK-2B6AMrF4Z-3_LnethaF6mdJMAeJ-2FtbpzZ-2FakTYpEYM4UYwg-2BV6HOqFA7JPQPAr0SwP4Abn9G9lv2FUXmXxPlXG5IoauXIsbEfMzGJPkw7urTT3hJGQXUBEiXyViAHMhAM28yqaC2rQ12saDrDPfKiSZFcKk4Nd8a29ZUowLuMxg2DGKBRuSA9cykeqkflIqaBi5-2BEiuREjvTPpRPsNfxHTxzDYZReWeyrf7PNB7n001YFhGjUKQfZYW4DtQXri4GClXcocIFYngn8wO-2B58doiomk8IkpY2RCCoAu2C292Fj2OgvqwcXwOD7LEpj6TfmWd28ZfuzJ0Ke54AfBRW34c054MjNKdjLdBaupMfrpF-2FTG42s-2FReOtCK3n7wzBg2hDn3Cd04F2MMm-2B5L28a0iNCWQHFkot658bx4Hho3ea0TawzyUSmUQJPJ6-2BPwQWMQ-2B5JC-2FLf5wyo1-2BF-2F1IvVxr42manM2ZK2UdiY4JSZy4jv8CoCgVKtELNhMPRAyx60k5RbjTQYXXEeKpq9qv4WVHs-2FmW7KEwOXObFhsv3Fn2AM50LphM8R63rHZpWpRzaImwq4BbF5FQUpzUl0YNpp4ILBc-2FcEtdIldNlLCiYLETtwFOIAAejPn6uEJt69Nmt-2B8ekb3mVU68T6FaQW9mN-2BPKAi2mvMvqM8oQ2J8GILONFEZ-2Frb5vevG-2BeV2dOZBCjQiP0TrsgOijPmTFOqAQM9fTHW4g8RoRq1TFNxhsJeuyW6v0SqJjl0gQ8ccp-2FrnK-2BuhSapWWwpqi-2Fpkxpoe4qv0LFy94tCb2Whduw1JpVU-2FEXf1kvNhTXVSto2tjscfxz1ZIkdtP1I6-2FlcORhV3x1rZOQ7vR0NJt1Z2oqDA-3D-3D
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=JATfH2eKb4CLsSfyNiqx5Z5zm4WOWpKZT56VYJ47dRnEozHN-2Bgxl-2Fo-2B6fK-2B6AMrF4Z-3_LnethaF6mdJMAeJ-2FtbpzZ-2FakTYpEYM4UYwg-2BV6HOqFA7JPQPAr0SwP4Abn9G9lv2FUXmXxPlXG5IoauXIsbEfMzGJPkw7urTT3hJGQXUBEiXyViAHMhAM28yqaC2rQ12saDrDPfKiSZFcKk4Nd8a29ZUowLuMxg2DGKBRuSA9cykeqkflIqaBi5-2BEiuREjvTPpRPsNfxHTxzDYZReWeyrf7PNB7n001YFhGjUKQfZYW4DtQXri4GClXcocIFYngn8wO-2B58doiomk8IkpY2RCCoAu2C292Fj2OgvqwcXwOD7LEpj6TfmWd28ZfuzJ0Ke54AfBRW34c054MjNKdjLdBaupMfrpF-2FTG42s-2FReOtCK3n7wzBg2hDn3Cd04F2MMm-2B5L28a0iNCWQHFkot658bx4Hho3ea0TawzyUSmUQJPJ6-2BPwQWMQ-2B5JC-2FLf5wyo1-2BF-2F1IvVxr42manM2ZK2UdiY4JSZy4jv8CoCgVKtELNhMPRAyx60k5RbjTQYXXEeKpq9qv4WVHs-2FmW7KEwOXObFhsv3Fn2AM50LphM8R63rHZpWpRzaImwq4BbF5FQUpzUl0YNpp4ILBc-2FcEtdIldNlLCiYLETtwFOIAAejPn6uEJt69Nmt-2B8ekb3mVU68T6FaQW9mN-2BPKAi2mvMvqM8oQ2J8GILONFEZ-2Frb5vevG-2BeV2dOZBCjQiP0TrsgOijPmTFOqAQM9fTHW4g8RoRq1TFNxhsJeuyW6v0SqJjl0gQ8ccp-2FrnK-2BuhSapWWwpqi-2Fpkxpoe4qv0LFy94tCb2Whduw1JpVU-2FEXf1kvNhTXVSto2tjscfxz1ZIkdtP1I6-2FlcORhV3x1rZOQ7vR0NJt1Z2oqDA-3D-3D

Dubai Is A Fitting Host For The
Climate Circus

Sonali Kolhatkar

12-12-2023 A host nation that promises progress but relies on regressive policies
is revealing just how seriously fossil fuel interests have coopted UN climate talks.

In January 2023, nearly a year before the latest United Nations climate
conference began, there was deep concern and alarm over the head of one of the
world’s largest oil companies being appointed president of the COP28 summit.
The climate talks taking place in December 2023 were hosted by the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) and overseen by Sultan Al Jaber, a man who happens to be in
charge of the UAE’s national oil company Abu Dhabi National Oil Company. It’s a
fitting illustration of an old idiom that the fox is in charge of the hen house.

Al Jaber’s appointment was such a clear conflict of interest that a group of United
States lawmakers, including House Representatives Barbara Lee, Rashida Tlaib,
and Jamaal Bowman, and Senators Bernie Sanders and Elizabeth Warren, sent a
scathing letter on January 26th denouncing it. “Having a fossil fuel champion in
charge of the world’s most important climate negotiations would be like having
the CEO of a cigarette conglomerate in charge of global tobacco policy,” wrote
the lawmakers.

Their warning fell on deaf ears and yet their fears proved to be correct months
later when The Guardian newspaper published Al Jaber’s revealing remarks made
at a November 2023 online climate meeting. Climate justice leader and former
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President of Ireland, Mary Robinson, rightly pointed out that the climate crisis
was hurting women and children, and that Al Jaber had the power to do
something about it. The oil company head angrily retorted that her comments
were “alarmist,” and asserted that, “There is no science out there, or no scenario
out there, that says that the phase-out of fossil fuel is what’s going to achieve
1.5C.”

He went on to say, “Show me the roadmap for a phase-out of fossil fuel that will
allow for sustainable socioeconomic development, unless you want to take the
world back into caves.” Sounding defensive and cornered, Al Jaber added, “Show
me the solutions. Stop the pointing of fingers. Stop it.”

Adding (fossil) fuel to the fire, the BBC published an exposé days before COP28
began revealing that “The United Arab Emirates planned to use its role as the
host of UN climate talks as an opportunity to strike oil and gas deals.” UAE
authorities did not deny the reports and instead responded with shocking hubris
that “private meetings are private.”

Such shenanigans reveal the futility of relying on the UN’s annual COP meetings
to phase out fossil fuels in order to stave off catastrophic climate change.
Whereas earlier COP meetings fixated on the goal of “net zero emissions”—a
phrase that climate activists rightly denounced as greenwashing and
propaganda—the favorite phrase at this year’s COP28 appeared to be a “phase
down” of fossil fuels.

The idea is that oil and gas producers may consider, someday in the far future, to
start producing fewer fossil fuels than they do now. “Phase down” is a clever
dilution of “phase out.” It is a sleight of hand intended to assuage concern over
the warming climate all while remaining on a path to climate destruction.

The first draft of the COP28 agreement spelled out the two terms as
interchangeable, referring to a “phasedown/out.” Al Jaber reflected this equation
of two different words even as he sought to maintain his credentials as head of
COP28, saying that he has maintained “over and over that the phase-down and
the phase-out of fossil fuel is inevitable.”

That Al Jaber would engage in trickery to protect fossil fuels is hardly surprising
given his role as head of the Abu-Dhabi-based oil firm. In his leaked remarks to
Robinson, he proclaimed that phasing out oil and gas was not feasible, “unless
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you want to take the world back into caves.”

But it is precisely the continued use of fossil fuels that may take us back to the
stone age. We may all be living in caves someday, seeking high ground from the
rising waters of the warming oceans, all while Al Jaber and his ilk are ensconced

in the luxury bunkers of the wealthy.

It is an image that reflects the reality of Dubai, a gleaming, futuristic city where
the Emirates pays lip service to climate progress as host of COP28, while
simultaneously conspiring to secure oil and gas deals on the side. It’s a city that is
defined by yet another idiom: trying to have your cake and eat it too.

I know, because I was born and raised in Dubai, a child of Indians who emigrated
in 1970 to a land known as the Trucial Sheikhdoms—one year before they
formally emerged as a single sovereign nation called the United Arab Emirates.
My parents’ tenure in the UAE was older than the nation itself and while they
toiled for more than 50 years as part of an immigrant workforce that outnumbers
Emiratis 9 to 1, they were never afforded citizenship, as were none of their three
children born there.

The Emirates, with the blessing of its former colonial master Britain, and its
newer imperial partners, the U.S. and Israel, has presided over an oil-funded
project fueled by exploited immigrant labor to emerge as one of the most
important trading hubs in the world: a seductive tourist trap dotted by massive
shopping malls and billboards beneath which teeming labor campsinvisibly keep
the wheels of capitalism turning. It touts a liberalism that allows women to work,
drive, and even hold limited leadership, all while suppressing the rights of low-
wage female domestic workers. It pledges sustainability while marketing itself to
global investors.

It is hypocrisy manifested; a pretty facade of a promising future built on an age-
old model of serfdom, a nation that celebrates the freedom to consume, but
clamps down on the freedom to speak. In other words, it is a capitalist’s wet
dream. What better place for fossil fuel promoters to pretend they care about the
future of the planet?

The COP meetings have been a disastrous distraction from the urgent need to end
fossil fuel production and consumption. Even Christiana Figueres, former
executive secretary of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
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Change, who is considered the architect of the 2015 Paris climate accord, is so
disgusted by the state of proceedings that she called the COP “a circus.”

Having Dubai host the largest annual international climate gathering is a
desperate bid by a dying industry to maintain relevance. Energy forecasting
predictions point to a grim future for petrostates like the UAE. It’s no wonder Al
Jaber has publicly tied himself into knots of contradictions. His nation’s future
depends on the continued flow of o0il and gas, while our world’s future depends on
an immediate termination of the poisonous fuels.
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Greatest Flop In Global Climate
Diplomacy Thus Far?

James K. Boyce - Photo:
jameskboyce.com

12-11-2023 Environmental economist James K. Boyce analyzes the roadblocks to
climate action at the COP28 climate summit.

Global climate summits have rarely produced tangible results. More than
anything, they have proven to be nothing less than platforms for verbose empty
promises and extensive lobbying for the fossil fuel industry. COP28, currently
underway in Dubai, may very well end up as the greatest flop so far in global
climate diplomacy. Aside from the fact that it is presided over by the CEO of the
United Arab Emirates’ state-run oil company, global leaders like Joe Biden and Xi
Jinping have decided to skip the conference.

In the exclusive interview for Truthout that follows, leading environmental
economist James K. Boyce discusses the main roadblocks to climate action facing
COP28 and argues for the need to introduce global carbon pricing as an essential
policy towards decarbonization. Boyce is emeritus professor of economics and
senior fellow at the Political Economy Research Institute (PERI) at the University
of Massachusetts Amherst. He is the author of numerous books, including The
Political Economy of the Environment (1972), Economics for People and the
Planet: Inequality in the Era of Climate Change (2019) and The Case for Carbon
Dividends(2019).

C. J. Polychroniou: COP28 President and United Arab Emirates climate chief
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Sultan Al Jaber said there is “no science” behind demands for phasing out fossil
fuels; in addition, he expressed doubts that there is a road map for the phase out
of fossil fuels that would allow sustainable development, “unless [we] want to take
the world back into caves.” Isn’t this already sufficient evidence that COP28 will
be yet another global climate summit flop? Indeed, why would any country serious
about tackling the climate crisis agree to a global climate summit that is hosted
by a global leader in the oil and gas industry and whose vested interests are
therefore in a product that puts the whole planet at risk? Be that as it may, what
are the biggest roadblocks to climate action facing COP28?

James K. Boyce: Look, there is a reason these things are called negotiations. And
there is something to be said for taking the fight to the heart of the beast.

There are powerful people who profit greatly from fossil fuel extraction. We're
talking here about big corporations as well as oil fiefdoms. But the vast majority
of us, and the generations to come, will benefit far more by phasing them out. So
there are opposing interests at play, and the issue is who will prevail.

It is ironic, of course, to see a climate summit happening in the Emirates. But the
big roadblock isn’t where the summit is held. It is the vested interests worldwide
who want to keep us hooked on fossil fuels as long as they can. This is a
transnational alliance among people whose commitments to any particular place
are weaker than what bonds them together: the pursuit of self-interest. Rising
temperatures could make the Emirates uninhabitable in coming decades, but
billionaires can buy safe landings in a more salubrious place. It is the people
around the world who are more attached to the places they live and work, people
who cannot easily move, who are at greatest risk.

It is important to realize that the climate crisis is not an all-or-nothing
phenomenon. We have already entered an era of crisis, and this will intensify in
the years ahead. The real question is how bad it will get. And that depends on
what we do today. There is never a point where all is lost, because it can always
get worse. Nothing could be more irresponsible than to throw up our hands and
say, “Game over.”

The head of the International Monetary Fund said at the COP28 climate summit
that decarbonization cannot proceed without carbon pricing. Could carbon
pricing policies that incentivize reduced use of fossil fuels do enough to hold
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global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius? The projections say that fossil fuels — oil,
coal and natural gas — will continue to provide the bulk of our energy needs for
the foreseeable future. So, how effective can a carbon tax be in transforming
pathways to reach zero emissions?

She did not say that decarbonization cannot proceed at all without carbon pricing.
What she said was that it will not happen fast enough. She is right, but only
partially right: We need a carbon price as part of the policy mix, but not just any
carbon price. The price must be anchored to a hard emissions-reduction
trajectory.

As I have written elsewhere (here, for example), there is a straightforward way to
do this: Any country that is serious about tackling climate change could put a
strict limit on the amount of fossil carbon — carbon embodied in oil, natural gas
and coal — that is allowed to enter its economy. This limit would decline — the
cap would tighten — year by year, on a path to net-zero emissions by a specific
date, say 2050.

A hard limit is different from a carbon tax. A tax puts a price on carbon and lets
the quantity of emissions adjust. A hard limit sets the quantity and lets the price
of fossil fuels adjust. The carbon price that results from this limit drives a wedge
between the price paid by fossil fuel users and the price received by fossil fuel
producers. The first goes up as the supply of fossil fuels is curtailed, while the
second goes down as the market contracts.

The higher price to consumers of fossil fuels is not a bug of the policy, it's a
feature: It helps steer the consumption and investment decisions of firms and
individuals away from use of fossil fuels toward alternative fuels and energy
efficiency. Like it or not, prices matter. They matter a lot. Most investment in the
world economy — about three-quarters of the total — is private, not public. And
private investment responds above all to price signals.

The problem, of course, is that higher fuel prices on their own would hit
consumers, including working families who already struggle to make ends meet.
For this reason, many politicians — even those who are not on the take from the
fossil fuel lobby — have been reluctant to embrace carbon pricing in any form.
But there is a straightforward way to solve this problem, too.

First, auction off the permits to bring fossil carbon into the economy. Don’t give
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them away, as often is done in “cap-and-trade” systems. For fossil fuel suppliers,
the permit price becomes part of the cost of doing business. It’s passed on to final
consumers in the prices of goods and services in proportion to the amount of
fossil carbon used in their production and distribution.

Second, return most or all of the money from the permit sales straight back to the
people as equal dividends to everyone in the country. Low-income households,
who consume less than average amounts of carbon for the simple reason that they
don’t have much purchasing power, get back more than they pay in higher prices.
Wealthy households pay more than they get back. The middle class more or less
breaks even, but most of them come out ahead, too, because the dividends are
pulled up by the outsized carbon footprints of the rich. So the majority of the
people benefit from this policy in straight pocketbook terms, not even counting
the benefits of a more stable climate and cleaner air. This is not a pipe dream.
Canada already has a carbon dividend policy; they call it the Climate Action
Incentive payment. The Canadian system did not materialize overnight; it was the
product of grassroots activism, careful preparation and committed political
leadership. In the U.S., Sen. Chris Van Hollen (D-Maryland) has introduced
landmark legislation that would place a hard limit on carbon emissions and rebate
the money from permit auctions as dividends, coupled with an environmental
justice guarantee that mandates cuts in air pollution in overburdened
communities.

Some argue that carbon offsetting is more effective than carbon pricing. Can
carbon offsets have a significant impact on global carbon emissions?

Offsets let polluters keep polluting if they pay for things that supposedly
compensate for their emissions, like planting trees. Efforts to increase carbon
sequestration — in soils and forests, for example — will be an important part of
the climate solution, too. But offsets are a deeply flawed way to promote this goal
for three reasons: It is hard to verify that the offsetting activities really happen;
where verified, it is hard to know whether they add to what would have happened
without the offsets; and even where verified and additional, it is impossible to
know how long they will last. For these reasons, carbon sequestration should be
promoted separately from emissions reductions, not as a substitute for them.

What about the argument that carbon pricing, with its emphasis on “market vs.
regulation,” frames the issue of climate change as a market failure instead of a
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fundamental system failure which requires, in turn, a systematic transformation?

This is a false dichotomy. Many regulations affect prices. The policy I outlined is
an example: It regulates the amount of fossil carbon entering the economy, and
this affects the price of fossil fuels. Prices and regulations are core elements of
economic systems. And any policy that weans economies off fossil fuels is a pretty
big systematic transformation.

There are some 70 different approaches to carbon pricing around the world, but
setting up a global carbon pricing system doesn’t seem to have much support
among politicians. In fact, the U.S. doesn’t even have a carbon tax on a national
level. How likely is it that global leaders would agree to a proposal of setting up a
global pricing system at the COP28 or any time in the near future?

What I am proposing here is a strict limit on the amount of carbon allowed to
enter the economy, a side effect of which is a carbon price emerging from permit
auctions. You could have a carbon tax alongside it that acts as a floor price in
permit auctions, providing certainty that the minimum price will rise over time.

This does not require agreement on a global pricing system. It is something that
countries can adopt independently. We do not have a global government that
could implement a global carbon limit or tax. We have national governments. The
key is to craft a policy that can win durable support from the country’s people,
regardless of what other countries do. The policy I sketched does exactly that:
The majority, including working people, come out ahead financially as well as
environmentally. Rather than holding national policies hostage to an international
agreement, individual countries can forge ahead and inspire others to do the
same.

You were among the first economists to address the political economy of the
environment — in fact, even before climate change became a prominent issue in
the international political agenda. Have the dynamics of environmental
degradation changed in any meaningful way since you first started researching
and writing about the problem?

The core of the issue is that big inequalities of wealth and power allow those on
top to benefit from activities that harm the environment while shifting the costs
onto others. For this reason, efforts to protect the environment must go hand in
hand with efforts to build more just and equitable societies. Oligarchy is the



enemy of the environment.

In this respect, I would say that the dynamics of environmental degradation have
not changed. What has changed is the extent to which people understand the
problem. When I started working on this, there was a widespread view that
inequality had little or nothing to do with the environment. Indeed, some alleged
that the poor were the main drivers of environmental destruction, and that the
rich would be our enlightened saviors. It was bullshit then, and it is bullshit now.
What has changed is that fewer people believe it. The environmental justice
movement helped to lead the way. Today more and more people are connecting
the dots.

Copyright © Truthout. May not be reprinted without permission.
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Chomsky, 2021); and Economics and the Left: Interviews with Progressive
Economists (2021).


mailto:editor@truthout.org

Why The World’s Most Popular
Herbicide Is A Public Health
Hazard
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Known by its brand name Roundup, glyphosate is a clear and present danger to
human health.

Glyphosate, known by its famous brand name, Roundup, is a widely used
herbicide (a pesticide designed to kill plants). It is a broad-spectrum herbicide
that kills or damages all plant types: grasses, perennials, vines, shrubs, and trees.
Glyphosate has been sold as an herbicide since 1974. Its use dramatically
increased in the 21st century as its patents expired and genetically modified crop
varieties that tolerated exposure to glyphosate became popular.

Experts now believe it is the “most heavily” used herbicide globally. In 2015, the
World Health Organization’s International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC)
classified glyphosate as a probable human carcinogen.

Glyphosate: Widespread Use and Exposure
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency estimated glyphosate usage in
2019—based on data collected between 2012 and 2016—and concluded that
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almost 300 million acres of farmland were treated with about 280 million pounds
of glyphosate yearly. Another 24 million pounds of the herbicide is used every
year in home yards, roadways, forestry, and turf, according to a 2020 analysis by
the agency.

Given this enormous use of glyphosate in the United States, it is perhaps
unsurprising that exposure to it is widespread. A unit of the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention did the largest and most comprehensive study to
determine glyphosate exposure using urine collected from a sample of Americans
selected between 2013 and 2014 to accurately represent the entire population.
Researchers found that more than 80 percent of participants, who were six years
and older, had been exposed to glyphosate. In discussing the results, the CDC
suggested that food was an important source of exposure to the chemical.
“Participants who had not eaten for eight or more hours had lower levels of
glyphosate in their urine.”

The Salinas Study: Liver Diseases and Diabetes

A growing number of studies link exposure to glyphosate with various human
health problems other than the cancer hazard that IARC evaluated. Typically
classified as epidemiology, this research does not formally determine cause and
effect but is more realistic and often more compelling than research done using

laboratory animals or cell cultures.

One example of an epidemiology study comes from the agricultural town of
Salinas, California. Starting in 1999, the University of California, Berkeley,
scientists recruited pregnant mothers and then their children as volunteer
participants in a study called the Center for the Health Assessment of Mothers
and Children of Salinas (CHAMACOS), which was conducted over a period of
more than 20 years. These “480 mother-child duos” mostly belonged to
farmworker families in the Salinas area. The mothers provided their blood and
urine samples and other health information during pregnancy, while the samples
from children were collected when they were 5, 14, and then 18 years old. All of
this data was used to answer essential questions about glyphosate exposure.

The CHAMACOS study compared teens with higher-than-average exposure to
glyphosate as children to those with lower exposure. Teens with higher exposure
to glyphosate and its primary breakdown product, aminomethylphosphonic acid
(AMPA), were more likely to show signs of liver inflammation, meaning they had a
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higher risk of developing liver disease. They were also more likely to have
metabolic syndrome (high blood pressure, high blood sugar, low levels of “good”
cholesterol, and several other health problems), which could make them more
susceptible to serious health concerns such as liver cancer, cardiovascular
disease, and diabetes, later in life.

The study had several other interesting results. In the early years of the study
(2000-2002), glyphosate exposures in children were infrequent and low. Most
participants did not have glyphosate in their bodies. This changed dramatically as
time went on. Glyphosate and AMPA were found in 80 to 90 percent of the 14-
year-old participants. The researchers note that this mirrors the national and
global increase in glyphosate use.

In addition, the Salinas study showed that glyphosate exposures in this
agricultural farmworker community were similar to exposures across the country
in people who were not farmworkers. According to the researchers, this suggests
that the primary source of glyphosate exposure was food, concluding that “diet
was a major source of glyphosate and AMPA exposure among... study
participants... as indicated by higher urinary glyphosate or AMPA concentrations
among those who ate more cereal, fruits, vegetables, bread, and in general,
carbohydrates.”

American Women: Pregnancy Problems

Another example of epidemiology showing glyphosate hazards comes from a study
of pregnant women living in California, Minnesota, New York, and Washington.
This study found that more than 90 percent of these women were exposed to
glyphosate and that higher exposures to glyphosate and AMPA during the second
trimester were linked to shorter-than-normal pregnancies. The study participants
represented all American pregnant women in terms of race, ethnicity, economic
status, and urban versus suburban families. The report concluded that exposure
to glyphosate “may impact reproductive health by shortening length of gestation.”

Canadian Study: Glyphosate in Food

A detailed evaluation of glyphosate exposure comes from a study of about 2,000
pregnant women in 10 cities across Canada between 2008 and 2011. Based on
urine analysis and questionnaires, the researchers concluded that food was a
more likely source of glyphosate exposure than household pesticide use or
pesticide drift. The foods linked to higher glyphosate exposures were spinach,
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whole grain bread, soy and rice beverages, and pasta. The strongest link was
“between consumption of whole grain bread and higher urinary glyphosate
concentrations.”

Government Testing

Government agencies in North America have tested foods for glyphosate
contamination. In the United States, the Food and Drug Administration started
testing food for glyphosate in 2016-2017. In more recent testing of more than
2,000 samples from 2020, the FDA found relatively high levels of glyphosate in
lentils (up to 20 parts per million, or “ppm”), garbanzo beans (up to 12 ppm), and
black beans (up to 1 ppm). The U.S. Department of Agriculture tested corn
(unprocessed grain) for glyphosate in 2021. Glyphosate was found in about 35
percent of the samples tested. The highest contamination level was relatively low
at 0.14 ppm.

The Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) tested a much wider variety of
foods (almost 8,000 samples) between 2015 and 2017. More than 40 percent were
contaminated with glyphosate. Consistent with the FDA data, CFIA found
relatively high levels of glyphosate in beans (up to 8 ppm), chickpeas (up to 3
ppm), and lentils (up to 3 ppm).

The researchers found other commonly eaten foods with relatively high
glyphosate levels, including couscous (up to 1 ppm), pasta (up to 1 ppm), pearl
barley (up to 2 ppm), oatmeal (up to 1 ppm), infant oatmeal (up to 2 ppm), and rye
flour/flakes (up to 6 ppm). Two foods with somewhat lower concentrations, but
important because they are eaten often, were flour (77 percent of the samples
were contaminated; with levels up to 0.8 ppm) and pizza (90 percent of samples
contaminated; with levels up to 0.5 ppm). The research by CFIA found that “The
highest glyphosate levels were observed in pulses and wheat products.”

Consumer Advocacy Group Testing

Several nonprofit organizations have also conducted testing of popular foods for
glyphosate contamination. This testing is beneficial because the results identify
brands contaminated with the herbicide, which would typically not be part of the
government agency testing. Some 2022 results from the Detox Project, a research
platform, provide details about glyphosate residue levels for brands such as
Village Hearth’s 100% whole wheat bread (1 ppm), 365 Whole Foods Market’s
whole wheat bread (1 ppm), and Quaker Oats (0.5 ppm).
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In some good news, the Environmental Working Group reported in 2023 that
glyphosate contamination of oat cereals and other oat-based products has
decreased, with the highest levels found in Quaker Oatmeal Squares (less than
0.5 ppm).

Organic Farming

Certified organic farmers do not use glyphosate or most other synthetic
pesticides. Buying and eating organic food is an excellent way to reduce
glyphosate exposure. For example, a 2020 peer-reviewed study found that
glyphosate exposure in four U.S. families was reduced by 70 percent within six
days after they switched to an organic diet. In the CFIA study of glyphosate
contamination of Canadian foods, testing of more than 1,000 organic items found
that 75 percent were free of glyphosate, and most of the remaining organic
products had only small amounts of the chemical. Organic products can be
contaminated by drift, contaminated water, or contaminated equipment, but these
levels are typically low.

The amount of organic farmland in the U.S. was almost five million acres in 2021,
and organic food sales topped $60 billion for the first time in 2022, according to a
2023 survey by the Organic Trade Association.

“Organic has proven it can withstand short-term economic storms. Despite the
fluctuation of any given moment, Americans are still investing in their personal
health, and, with increasing interest, in the environment,” said Organic Trade
Association CEO Tom Chapman, according to a May 2023 press release.

If organic farming continues to expand and is made accessible to consumers
across the U.S., a future with glyphosate-free food seems within reach.
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