
Slum  Stories:  Turkey  –  Urban
Renewal,  But  Who  Is  Going  To
Profit?
There is not much left of the Roma district of Sulukule, which used to be so
colourful.  For years, thousands of Roma from all  over the world lived in this
historic settlement in the Turkish capital of Istanbul. Because of urban renewal
they were forced to leave Sulukule.

This video is part of the Amnesty International www.SlumStories.org project. An
online videochannel about the life in slums in different parts of the world.
All  videos can be watched with English,  Arab,  French,  Spanish,  German and
Dutch subtitles.

Rob  Schröder/VPRO  –  Staying
Alive In Joburg – This is Africa –
Full Documentary
‘Stayin Alive in Joburg’ is a gritty take on inner-city life in Johannesburg, South
Africa.
It examines the changing landscape of South Africa’s biggest post-apartheid city,
providing an eye opening account of the trials and tribulations of Johannesburg’s
poorest  inhabitants  engaged  in  a  daily  struggle  for  survival,  as  they  get
overlooked by authorities and development agencies fixated on elite projects,
including, but not limited to the 2010 soccer world cup.
The  film  is  informative,  exposing  a  scandalous  lack  of  investment  in  social
infrastructure for the poor. And, South Africa’s race/class divide is very clearly
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articulated by the issues that come to the fore.
Watch  this  documentary  for  a  quick  catch  up  with  life  on  the  streets  of
contemporary Johannesburg. Learn more about how divestment led to decay; the
battle over public spaces; the precarious lives of street traders; the struggle for
basic services, decent housing and a life of dignity; a life of strife for refugee
communities,  the  impact  of  the  2010  soccer  world  cup  on  Johannesburg’s
residents — and more. – ‘Stayin Alive in Joburg’ is made by Rob Schröder/VPRO.

CNBCAfrica  –  Addressing  South
Africa’s Housing Backlog
About 2.1 million People are in need of housing in South Africa and this has
remained a big issue this year. CNBC Africa speaks to Stuart Wilson Executive
Director Social Economic Rights Institute (SERI) on how the new government
might address this important issue.

Kate Tissington On The Right To
The City In South Africa
Urban land is of symbolic significance in South Africa because it is land that
people of colour were historically denied access to. But the historically privileged
still own, occupy and enjoy the best urban land.
The question is, why hasn’t our government been able to unlock well-located land
in urban areas to provide housing for the people who need it most?
The  historically  disadvantaged  continue  to  live  on  marginal  land  on  the
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peripheries of South Africa’s cities and the apartheid city remains untransformed.

Both  The  South  African  Civil  Society  Information  Service  (SACSIS)  and  the
Friedrich Ebert Stiftung South Africa Office (FES) wish to promote discussion
about the transformation of the apartheid landscape in an effort to foster social
cohesion  in  South  Africa’s  still  largely  racially  and  economically  segregated
society. The organisations co-hosted a panel discussion to interrogate the issue on
17 April 2014.
The event was opened by Renate Tenbusch, Resident Director of the FES South
Africa office and the panellists who spoke at the event included, Mark Napier:
Principal Researcher at the Built Environment Unit of the CSIR and co-author of
the book, “Trading Places: accessing land in African cities”; Thembani Jerome
Ngongoma: Member of Executive Committee of Abahlali  baseMjondolo (shack
dwellers’  movement);  Louise  Scholtz:  Manager  at  World  Wildlife  Fund South
Africa and leader on joint project with National Association of Social Housing
Institutions; and Kate Tissington: Senior Researcher at the Socio-Economic Rights
Institute of South Africa.

Overall, as a result of the contributions of this panel as well as questions and
comments  from  the  floor,  it  became  clear  that  there  is  stasis,  a  lack  of
imagination and a lack of political will to house the poor and to transform South
Africa’s apartheid cities. Much of this is happening within a highly corporatized
free market environment where municipalities would rather sell off their land for
short-term profit  than invest in the long-term sustainability of their cities for
inhabitants and future generations. Rent collection and maintenance of rental
housing stock are activities that South African municipalities simply do not want
to burden themselves with.
Kate Tissington argued that her organisation’s work was to help extend poor
people’s right to the city. For example, by resisting evictions and pushing local
government to provide alternative accommodation when people are being evicted
or when shacks are being demolished.
The absence of a pro-poor developmental local government perspective to deal
with the housing backlog is a fundamental problem, she argued.
The odds are against the poor in terms of improving their access to the city. There
is major contestation over well-located land. But those with money are winning,
as the drive towards gentrification targets better off residents.
Consequently, affordability is a major constraint. For example, more than half of



Johannesburg’s inner city residents earn less than R3,200 per month. They are
typically employed as domestic workers and security guards. Thus, there is a
massive gap between what people are earning and what is made available to them
in terms of housing options.

Ridley Scott & Kevin Macdonald ~
Life In A Day

Life In A Day is a historic film capturing for future generations what it was like to
be alive on the 24th of July, 2010.
Executive produced by Ridley Scott and directed by Kevin Macdonald.

Laura  Vaughan –  Urban Renewal
Needs  More  Than  ‘Garden  City’
Stamp To Take Root
newgeography.com. July, 2014. Every few years the ideals of Ebenezer Howard’s
garden city utopia are resurrected in an attempt by the UK government to create
new communities, and address the country’s housing crisis. Sometimes this takes
the form of  new towns or eco-towns,  and sometimes proposals for an actual
garden city are put forward – as in the last budget.
Rather than just rolling out this romantic terminology, we should take a closer
look at garden city ideals and how they can be adopted to make the proposed
Ebbsfleet development a success.
Several years ago my colleague Michael Edwards presciently forecast the current
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problems in the Thames Gateway where Ebbsfleet falls,  with a dominance of
private development that does little to provide for local employment and walkable
communities.
He outlined the need to return to funding principles similar to the garden city
model, where development trusts retain freeholds on the land. This model, based
on investment in infrastructure and services, is a fundamental principle that shifts
from short-term returns to a long-term relationship created between the collective
or public landowner and local inhabitants.

Lessons From History
Despite the fact that the garden city was a highly influential model throughout the
first half of the 20th century, ultimately leading to the establishment of some key
settlements in the UK, US and elsewhere in the world, it has had few genuine
successes.  After  World  War  II,  similar  utopian  dreams  of  creating  model
communities, with decent housing surrounding a well-designed centre, met with
the reality. British reformer William Beveridge famously summed them up for
having “no gardens, few roads, no shops and a sea of mud”.

R e a d  m o r e :
http://www.newgeography.com/content/004396-urban-renewal-needs-more-garde
n-city-stamp-take-root
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