Emily Badger - What Happens
When Housing For The Poor Is
Remodeled As Luxury Studios

washingtonpost.com. November
2014. CHICAGO — For years, this brown-
brick building near Wrigley Field housed
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peeling walls and broken smoke detectors.
But its tiny one-room apartments offered
homes to residents too poor for a one-
bedroom, too risky to pass a credit check,
too vulnerable — on the perpetual edge of
homelessness — to sign a one-year lease.

Today, from the outside, the building looks the same: six stories, with tall
windows and an elaborately carved entryway that still announces the property by
its pre-World War II name, the “Hotel Carlos.” But it now contains studios
remodeled with stainless steel appliances, granite countertops and hardwood
floors. Rent reaches $1,125 a month. The ad in the window promises “vintage
charm.”

Read more: http://www.washingtonpost.com/what-happens-when
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