
Guide To Preserving Sacred Land
Near You

Jimmy Videle ~ Source: YouTube

01-09-2025 ~ Preserving biodiversity is among the most urgent issues of our time,
and it needs to be addressed regionally to succeed.

Anthropogenic climate change and biodiversity loss are the most pressing issues
for our planet. Carbon dioxide emissions in the atmosphere continue to rise due to
the burning of fossil fuels and land use change, with the latter occurring primarily
in the form of animal agriculture and growing crops to feed livestock. Biodiversity
loss is greatly enhanced by these climate changes, causing catastrophic threats to
nature.  Because these unprecedented climate  changes  make modeling future
scenarios relatively impossible, region-by-region data is the only reliable tool, so
conservation efforts must begin regionally.

Biodiversity comes from the term “biological  diversity.”  Many biologists have
followed the most simple and concise definition: “The totality of genes, species,
and ecosystems in a region.” Biodiversity in one region can be very different from
another, even within the same state, province, or country, and it is necessary to
preserve and protect it all. Protecting Earth’s biodiversity is essential because it
ensures the stability of ecosystems, which provide vital resources like clean air,
water,  and  food.  Biodiversity  also  supports  resilience  against  environmental
changes and diseases, securing a sustainable future for all life.

Throughout  human  history,  sacred  places  have  been  identified  for  their
importance to the people living there. Looking at that notion from a broader
animist  perspective—where  all  things,  including  animals,  plants,  rocks,  and
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weather, are believed to have a soul or anima—it would seem that all those beings
who have chosen to live in any particular region would find them sacred. Looking
at our world from this non-dominant, ultimately equal viewpoint may help our
human consciousness perceive what and who protecting biodiversity is actually
for.

Indigenous  groups  understand  the  importance  of  protecting  nature  and
biodiversity  more fundamentally  than Western societies.  These groups,  which
have  been  stewards  of  nature  for  millennia,  understand  that  all  of  Earth’s
creatures have the unalienable right to live on this planet just as we do.

“Indigenous Peoples are defenders of Mother Earth. For centuries, our values and
practices have sustained and cared for the environment and kept biodiversity [in]
balance. Our life, our culture, and our identity are linked intimately to our lands
and territories, [and] to the environment. Our environment shaped and shapes
our  ways  of  living,”  said  Beverly  Longid,  the  South  East  Asia  sub-regional
representative of Indigenous Peoples to the Executive Council of Asia Indigenous
Peoples  Pact.  “Colonialism and  capitalism have  wrought  havoc  upon  Mother
Earth,  eroding our symbiotic relationship with the land. It  has cut down our
forests. It has dammed our rivers. It has ravaged our mountains. All these at the
expense  of  Indigenous  Peoples’  lives  and  livelihoods  and  other  vulnerable
communities to satisfy the greed of big businesses tied with governments for
profit.”

In December 2022, the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework was
adopted by 196 countries at the 15th UN Biodiversity Conference (COP15). Every
country on Earth decided that biodiversity was crucial to the planet’s future.
Twenty-three targets were adopted to reach them by 2030. The targets included
planning and managing all areas to reduce biodiversity loss; restoring 30 percent
of all degraded ecosystems; conserving 30 percent of lands, waters, and seas;
halting species extinction; reducing the introduction of invasive alien species by
50  percent;  reducing  pollution  levels;  enhancing  green  spaces  and  urban
planning.

Many consider this framework the boldest action proposed for biological diversity
in human history. Yet, two years later, at COP16 in November 2024, two main
issues remained unresolved:
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1. No decision was made on the financing model to protect biodiversity.  The
targets adopted in 2022 are estimated to cost $700 billion.

2. No monitoring mechanism was decided to track progress and ensure each
country complied with the biodiversity goals.

Since the framework is non-binding, how will countries enact the targets? Will
they try to fulfill their goals because it is the right thing to do for the planet, or
will governments continue to pander to their tax base and corporate lobbyists?

According to a 2024 article published in Nature by Senior and her colleagues,
“The need for greater attention to biodiversity conservation is unequivocal and
urgent. The world is entering its sixth mass extinction event, the first that is
attributable to one species: Homo Sapiens. Biodiversity loss is a global concern…”

Where I  live in Québec,  the provincial  government appears to be taking the
matter  seriously  with  their  2030  Nature  Plan.  They  have  partnered  with
nongovernmental organizations SNAP Québec and Nature Québec to seek out
public lands that need biodiversity protection.

Québec is an interesting model for conserving biodiversity. It holds 3 percent of
Earth’s freshwater reserves and is home to 21 percent—or 1.2 million square
kilometers—of Canada’s total boreal forest area. More than 500 species of flora
and 175 species of fauna are at risk of extinction.

In June 2024, I formally partnered with the two aforementioned NGOs, having
outlined a biodiversity hotspot in Boileau, Québec, that spans 3,060 hectares
(7,560 acres). The joint public and private land conservation initiative is home to
over 550 species of flora, fauna, and insects, of which 35 are at risk of extinction,
according to the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. The area will be free of
development, logging, and mining, and we will also work to ban hunting. The area
is the territory of the Eastern Wolf, which the Canadian government has recently
designated as a threatened species.

Due  to  our  team’s  diligence,  the  municipality  of  Boileau  and  the  county  of
Papineau signed their support, a prerequisite for the initial collaboration stage.
The Minister of Environment is scheduled to conduct a regional assessment in
autumn 2025. If successful, the Boileau Biodiversity Reserve will be completed by
autumn 2027.

https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.irwnA1ZB8N-2BHNL3jUmYY-2BGIG12VR7wHGM0CdNfcssoa0tRNOiQ9mwwWMUI1p8K-2B-2F0Zimzt6hAis0I08BZIE9iA-3D-3DVGQX_NTfd1z6-2FLsfsfrCw9ZfxeiYx-2BihpdECsklLSWlCcjpNIgQCPyZvj9-2B06hadgXc4woms-2F193gNYmE0KXSwE3G-2BODat4vWMqXA8OBdqRfkiqmwoL5ylw8t9IA1k6H14m62wovWBo-2BhgqkURBjDxvw9HSeD7LsOSXL2-2FKWJ6J6-2BOfdk-2BQK4dv3RsMfQvm16ZnEEDZ2zxXQPzOvGQwZ2D0bXb9aZC2B-2BB-2FRIqTMYf0YBp-2BTIzal3K-2B0Zo46d53sNQoLYwDmtYaJ1Ow5UzS6G3e63iZtdZf7FftG39v-2B5DlEMuapnEICkI2I-2FJxxhjBTGUbHNEJ5IdH-2FKpayaLVTp2PsBkvlH9TOGn-2F1nUJh-2BTtbfAvX6HrgcV2BOzj5W0Q5jmWERnHGPWyJiCau90x3R-2BK7t5leeVx5dzbdMWlHREiDYxCcLjUK9zOLgeWgNjng40nDxViI9txww9ejvEYkVNRb032r-2FJQXU4OkldJBOoE928-2BfdPKXmvJ2zWOmplmiBGulNEFgA5suCAM6b4sMAgBSp2rve2-2BWqje7yaqTHUmNgB2V5zgkA79MC-2ByAezP-2FqURycg1LIPiAGoBUcOHb5rpF5gvRJIQtgb1Jp3AI6sWMWAYIf1cbDlZopn6X3DGo4AO9Ghg3uCgzO1DP0lwV70T1l0oftCFhaoH4-2FMjtB-2B4lh3thtEhG0jjLEuxc1-2FZjTHkD72k4X0jSEa57TIaWRikMgYu6AIKkT8eeY4n5tThFr1sTWs8ZLFl5kX-2BsyX31p-2F53c0ydY6VC5-2FvLgp9hDOZTPCQ-3D-3D
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.irwnA1ZB8N-2BHNL3jUmYY-2BKoI7cs86y9jt2vt940-2Fl454LoS7Y7zY4BId81mA69bkl-2FDJNJUsSmELC3GSrJd61IYU0X1WNMge2vCwltE0k-2FSbeXuafT2X6sdeiBysi7N1sClN8rCLRdJZkknljRYO1w-3D-3Ds8dv_NTfd1z6-2FLsfsfrCw9ZfxeiYx-2BihpdECsklLSWlCcjpNIgQCPyZvj9-2B06hadgXc4woms-2F193gNYmE0KXSwE3G-2BODat4vWMqXA8OBdqRfkiqmwoL5ylw8t9IA1k6H14m62wovWBo-2BhgqkURBjDxvw9HSeD7LsOSXL2-2FKWJ6J6-2BOfdk-2BQK4dv3RsMfQvm16ZnEEDZ2zxXQPzOvGQwZ2D0bXb9aZC2B-2BB-2FRIqTMYf0YBp-2BTIzal3K-2B0Zo46d53sNQoLYwDmtYaJ1Ow5UzS6G3e63iZtdZf7FftG39v-2B5DlEMuapnEICkI2I-2FJxxhjBTGUbHNEJ5IdH-2FKpayaLVTp2PsBkvlH9TOGn-2F1nUJh-2BTtbfAvX6HrgcV2BOzj5W0Q5jmWERnHGPWyJiCau90x3R-2BK7t5leeVx5dzbdMWlHREiDYxCcLjUK9zOLgeWgNjng40nDxViI9txww9ejvEYkVNRb032r-2FJQXU4OkldJBOoE928-2BfdPKXmvJ2zWOmplmiBGulNEFgA5suCAM6b4sMAgBSp2rve2-2BWqje7yaqTHUmNgB2V5zgkA79MC-2ByAezP-2FqURycamTBkSiQrxZ9IVvA1Y-2F-2BiQrTTNSgjRIzsrD8dAXY5uJSlgoLvLoH4pu-2FzXfUd71kFbillpxU7O5ONm5U8j1GqWtx0a9YSGvL4Spb46dycrvh-2ByDYr7RBhuIl7xCc4y308uHM1x8E9dps1LYcB0KlBgEzEE8y4oOtFIQm7gs1eI820W0omMxIFXXy-2BobxlqsBwRypbVCPe4W2EUbiUkCoow-3D-3D
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.irwnA1ZB8N-2BHNL3jUmYY-2BHeSXI6oilCBM783JjuKftbSif132QilLpfugBGUpKW41_yT_NTfd1z6-2FLsfsfrCw9ZfxeiYx-2BihpdECsklLSWlCcjpNIgQCPyZvj9-2B06hadgXc4woms-2F193gNYmE0KXSwE3G-2BODat4vWMqXA8OBdqRfkiqmwoL5ylw8t9IA1k6H14m62wovWBo-2BhgqkURBjDxvw9HSeD7LsOSXL2-2FKWJ6J6-2BOfdk-2BQK4dv3RsMfQvm16ZnEEDZ2zxXQPzOvGQwZ2D0bXb9aZC2B-2BB-2FRIqTMYf0YBp-2BTIzal3K-2B0Zo46d53sNQoLYwDmtYaJ1Ow5UzS6G3e63iZtdZf7FftG39v-2B5DlEMuapnEICkI2I-2FJxxhjBTGUbHNEJ5IdH-2FKpayaLVTp2PsBkvlH9TOGn-2F1nUJh-2BTtbfAvX6HrgcV2BOzj5W0Q5jmWERnHGPWyJiCau90x3R-2BK7t5leeVx5dzbdMWlHREiDYxCcLjUK9zOLgeWgNjng40nDxViI9txww9ejvEYkVNRb032r-2FJQXU4OkldJBOoE928-2BfdPKXmvJ2zWOmplmiBGulNEFgA5suCAM6b4sMAgBSp2rve2-2BWqje7yaqTHUmNgB2V5zgkA79MC-2ByAezP-2FqURycbi7QMkJhJbGBv0-2BbpHPE9PzvH8sQIed2iY02adPQuyj9QF7XPZcfhF8BvGoY-2F7cv1s-2FKiBZwj3AbbqxirGDntZQ-2BxEt2kfD3nYYNT164jyG8YGsaX-2BJptcBSTciYCgZBslmMUxQCyFuOB3l-2BasMU6xPUWJ6GCaCSHG2c-2B0VCHDnVHS4WFHwZoZbmn-2Fkx4pyVE60deDtDmtKfmVF2y4x0bw-3D-3D
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.irwnA1ZB8N-2BHNL3jUmYY-2BIw7Ng7FolqXdC9ixzLj6P1Xq7iYQTsLHbgOv2WqgQJrqXcJ_NTfd1z6-2FLsfsfrCw9ZfxeiYx-2BihpdECsklLSWlCcjpNIgQCPyZvj9-2B06hadgXc4woms-2F193gNYmE0KXSwE3G-2BODat4vWMqXA8OBdqRfkiqmwoL5ylw8t9IA1k6H14m62wovWBo-2BhgqkURBjDxvw9HSeD7LsOSXL2-2FKWJ6J6-2BOfdk-2BQK4dv3RsMfQvm16ZnEEDZ2zxXQPzOvGQwZ2D0bXb9aZC2B-2BB-2FRIqTMYf0YBp-2BTIzal3K-2B0Zo46d53sNQoLYwDmtYaJ1Ow5UzS6G3e63iZtdZf7FftG39v-2B5DlEMuapnEICkI2I-2FJxxhjBTGUbHNEJ5IdH-2FKpayaLVTp2PsBkvlH9TOGn-2F1nUJh-2BTtbfAvX6HrgcV2BOzj5W0Q5jmWERnHGPWyJiCau90x3R-2BK7t5leeVx5dzbdMWlHREiDYxCcLjUK9zOLgeWgNjng40nDxViI9txww9ejvEYkVNRb032r-2FJQXU4OkldJBOoE928-2BfdPKXmvJ2zWOmplmiBGulNEFgA5suCAM6b4sMAgBSp2rve2-2BWqje7yaqTHUmNgB2V5zgkA79MC-2ByAezP-2FqURycrf8outg-2BJPwRdHQNtu-2FNpjMjHT6xBKHDchMRbKdjh-2Fnq7J7EaYEvfvUIw-2BP8pFf3zL7E6KB97dF2wCU-2BtlRCLbuWn5peasljp8iz6CCslclZaHw3sf0WxKEI-2FMipCgk6Lr58DtOwF3MLiYV52M5aWWQ1wd7xyaOEoxFq4n-2Bk6mU1SaKhoKd-2FIDoPw1N7Gyq-2FQGxfWaADARKstbKu40D8NA-3D-3D
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.irwnA1ZB8N-2BHNL3jUmYY-2BCO-2BLuFNXd7fK0c4uA8mDsyhufTJ0HXqpBWp0T-2Bv4FBfrvmnchTF81hzNAIneB6G2Q-3D-3DmIvu_NTfd1z6-2FLsfsfrCw9ZfxeiYx-2BihpdECsklLSWlCcjpNIgQCPyZvj9-2B06hadgXc4woms-2F193gNYmE0KXSwE3G-2BODat4vWMqXA8OBdqRfkiqmwoL5ylw8t9IA1k6H14m62wovWBo-2BhgqkURBjDxvw9HSeD7LsOSXL2-2FKWJ6J6-2BOfdk-2BQK4dv3RsMfQvm16ZnEEDZ2zxXQPzOvGQwZ2D0bXb9aZC2B-2BB-2FRIqTMYf0YBp-2BTIzal3K-2B0Zo46d53sNQoLYwDmtYaJ1Ow5UzS6G3e63iZtdZf7FftG39v-2B5DlEMuapnEICkI2I-2FJxxhjBTGUbHNEJ5IdH-2FKpayaLVTp2PsBkvlH9TOGn-2F1nUJh-2BTtbfAvX6HrgcV2BOzj5W0Q5jmWERnHGPWyJiCau90x3R-2BK7t5leeVx5dzbdMWlHREiDYxCcLjUK9zOLgeWgNjng40nDxViI9txww9ejvEYkVNRb032r-2FJQXU4OkldJBOoE928-2BfdPKXmvJ2zWOmplmiBGulNEFgA5suCAM6b4sMAgBSp2rve2-2BWqje7yaqTHUmNgB2V5zgkA79MC-2ByAezP-2FqURycfmIUVW6-2BbVjkRSdFpjDM-2BR11gihYariUkoBNFsYmGI0o3d70RmeGnxj0TtCAgDamuBcyzxaCEZXMqxlKtCLFTzODkfs1f6eyDdIyhxE0nJa7zH-2Fy5fVNEP8u-2FuP-2BZxNdt5PiEtCS6bGfZMWlSN2vfrh3ro0y0kGZHbJlmh44wSYxt856pR3Wp11L-2BiouR3ilIq3rRIwGCjriRaOhqF5oRw-3D-3D
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.irwnA1ZB8N-2BHNL3jUmYY-2BJQIQwsovsrBG-2BZ59fsenKLcgcAPNdFdz-2F4ihrO6PEhORurOD1b-2FSFX8bRiKcVqbyGMoW51Uzd0qPJCxOK39E3QkJVqdlKj0f32kXoRIa5nhAO2g_NTfd1z6-2FLsfsfrCw9ZfxeiYx-2BihpdECsklLSWlCcjpNIgQCPyZvj9-2B06hadgXc4woms-2F193gNYmE0KXSwE3G-2BODat4vWMqXA8OBdqRfkiqmwoL5ylw8t9IA1k6H14m62wovWBo-2BhgqkURBjDxvw9HSeD7LsOSXL2-2FKWJ6J6-2BOfdk-2BQK4dv3RsMfQvm16ZnEEDZ2zxXQPzOvGQwZ2D0bXb9aZC2B-2BB-2FRIqTMYf0YBp-2BTIzal3K-2B0Zo46d53sNQoLYwDmtYaJ1Ow5UzS6G3e63iZtdZf7FftG39v-2B5DlEMuapnEICkI2I-2FJxxhjBTGUbHNEJ5IdH-2FKpayaLVTp2PsBkvlH9TOGn-2F1nUJh-2BTtbfAvX6HrgcV2BOzj5W0Q5jmWERnHGPWyJiCau90x3R-2BK7t5leeVx5dzbdMWlHREiDYxCcLjUK9zOLgeWgNjng40nDxViI9txww9ejvEYkVNRb032r-2FJQXU4OkldJBOoE928-2BfdPKXmvJ2zWOmplmiBGulNEFgA5suCAM6b4sMAgBSp2rve2-2BWqje7yaqTHUmNgB2V5zgkA79MC-2ByAezP-2FqURycbKpt481dHFhC5e6k8IN-2FZVyTmn7RueKj8RPGngKXIzR3JFuJh45UUwJZx9-2FxqgXXvwJ1Zr-2BIqPPvYWKMHACRECR7tVmEfavUNYD-2FPZ5cjj-2BcxandId4KyaUOSqXyRDN45w4rIvAMdMCjk3caqn7uudSV9flTKqVAvia1KWZlvZ9k1bmuR9fbmAU2QcL4Subf2eHKj5OPJt5g44EPPO6SyQ-3D-3D
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.irwnA1ZB8N-2BHNL3jUmYY-2BMtyGAhUZx3soSfEEXDJACkMqq3yD3-2F4JbeIn9NJ8HUORh9pwUu-2FAUUp7JkWEl0JN6ft-2FPAYuRq3GM7vA-2Fpr6Zi5yk-2FsLykF6igtQz-2Bfu7g-2FDdppji3LzeFBdngvT3Iq-2Ffo-2FnQuR1Q5PW-2BEx44vjw3eC2Ed7DaVhTC2JuvUQN6rC8bC4cVetEVfB3SUp6IDL4Q-3D-3DWz8K_NTfd1z6-2FLsfsfrCw9ZfxeiYx-2BihpdECsklLSWlCcjpNIgQCPyZvj9-2B06hadgXc4woms-2F193gNYmE0KXSwE3G-2BODat4vWMqXA8OBdqRfkiqmwoL5ylw8t9IA1k6H14m62wovWBo-2BhgqkURBjDxvw9HSeD7LsOSXL2-2FKWJ6J6-2BOfdk-2BQK4dv3RsMfQvm16ZnEEDZ2zxXQPzOvGQwZ2D0bXb9aZC2B-2BB-2FRIqTMYf0YBp-2BTIzal3K-2B0Zo46d53sNQoLYwDmtYaJ1Ow5UzS6G3e63iZtdZf7FftG39v-2B5DlEMuapnEICkI2I-2FJxxhjBTGUbHNEJ5IdH-2FKpayaLVTp2PsBkvlH9TOGn-2F1nUJh-2BTtbfAvX6HrgcV2BOzj5W0Q5jmWERnHGPWyJiCau90x3R-2BK7t5leeVx5dzbdMWlHREiDYxCcLjUK9zOLgeWgNjng40nDxViI9txww9ejvEYkVNRb032r-2FJQXU4OkldJBOoE928-2BfdPKXmvJ2zWOmplmiBGulNEFgA5suCAM6b4sMAgBSp2rve2-2BWqje7yaqTHUmNgB2V5zgkA79MC-2ByAezP-2FqURycnV-2FWkngZJvcAMwj1jKy6rRTzEYovomvgu6NdNRgs-2FBPQI6itG1KOfq8K1rMfzwV5WqwMfDslDMFKg7l5b5KTml4goKgfcaipPd3YO1HXv4eAIv1f8Vr7bxL1BAfRO4W-2BysDWoV-2FbvEoJ0ZmsY6Z4wRf2c0zqCjElLqEh4VQluT2IPo8xLRhzzgblvy-2ByH95JatSa1JGwcfE8drprLDOonA-3D-3D
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.irwnA1ZB8N-2BHNL3jUmYY-2BMtyGAhUZx3soSfEEXDJACkMqq3yD3-2F4JbeIn9NJ8HUORh9pwUu-2FAUUp7JkWEl0JN6ft-2FPAYuRq3GM7vA-2Fpr6Zib77OuRnhOeVdm70SUtTev04mNBNvQVemQMSiJlUxChoS31R-2FlUh6g-2F43eLgYVcoQDjG0u-2F3lbTSjarovSI1-2BsFk8izK5j-2BdBe8LptKgRR6Xbo-2BSJA0xpLNkc7s6IqziQ-3Dcp1z_NTfd1z6-2FLsfsfrCw9ZfxeiYx-2BihpdECsklLSWlCcjpNIgQCPyZvj9-2B06hadgXc4woms-2F193gNYmE0KXSwE3G-2BODat4vWMqXA8OBdqRfkiqmwoL5ylw8t9IA1k6H14m62wovWBo-2BhgqkURBjDxvw9HSeD7LsOSXL2-2FKWJ6J6-2BOfdk-2BQK4dv3RsMfQvm16ZnEEDZ2zxXQPzOvGQwZ2D0bXb9aZC2B-2BB-2FRIqTMYf0YBp-2BTIzal3K-2B0Zo46d53sNQoLYwDmtYaJ1Ow5UzS6G3e63iZtdZf7FftG39v-2B5DlEMuapnEICkI2I-2FJxxhjBTGUbHNEJ5IdH-2FKpayaLVTp2PsBkvlH9TOGn-2F1nUJh-2BTtbfAvX6HrgcV2BOzj5W0Q5jmWERnHGPWyJiCau90x3R-2BK7t5leeVx5dzbdMWlHREiDYxCcLjUK9zOLgeWgNjng40nDxViI9txww9ejvEYkVNRb032r-2FJQXU4OkldJBOoE928-2BfdPKXmvJ2zWOmplmiBGulNEFgA5suCAM6b4sMAgBSp2rve2-2BWqje7yaqTHUmNgB2V5zgkA79MC-2ByAezP-2FqURycClRghZcANXfCgCcO6vsHoYRFzC-2FHOVFjiPqvGNwh6ZPu6HbzZLHRRbftRjXpF5Mf0mLUXte9bgjViUFL2KN0ZVOD6ImJ2jWvRP39La1S4NA9Ey1BnJJ9FRGyo-2BSVRQGrwcoWjvrqLhl4QlFrkiLRBWiN1fvslYltZJwMsx-2FrxGiCDXpqpYxKpayjv6VXM2rAe7lPqOvjUVcRMKFv-2FLZCPw-3D-3D
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.irwnA1ZB8N-2BHNL3jUmYY-2BNU0S2oJwhkS8LZCw1CKJ6boKYzrK-2FqjBmSXxhq8btjkOVNj_NTfd1z6-2FLsfsfrCw9ZfxeiYx-2BihpdECsklLSWlCcjpNIgQCPyZvj9-2B06hadgXc4woms-2F193gNYmE0KXSwE3G-2BODat4vWMqXA8OBdqRfkiqmwoL5ylw8t9IA1k6H14m62wovWBo-2BhgqkURBjDxvw9HSeD7LsOSXL2-2FKWJ6J6-2BOfdk-2BQK4dv3RsMfQvm16ZnEEDZ2zxXQPzOvGQwZ2D0bXb9aZC2B-2BB-2FRIqTMYf0YBp-2BTIzal3K-2B0Zo46d53sNQoLYwDmtYaJ1Ow5UzS6G3e63iZtdZf7FftG39v-2B5DlEMuapnEICkI2I-2FJxxhjBTGUbHNEJ5IdH-2FKpayaLVTp2PsBkvlH9TOGn-2F1nUJh-2BTtbfAvX6HrgcV2BOzj5W0Q5jmWERnHGPWyJiCau90x3R-2BK7t5leeVx5dzbdMWlHREiDYxCcLjUK9zOLgeWgNjng40nDxViI9txww9ejvEYkVNRb032r-2FJQXU4OkldJBOoE928-2BfdPKXmvJ2zWOmplmiBGulNEFgA5suCAM6b4sMAgBSp2rve2-2BWqje7yaqTHUmNgB2V5zgkA79MC-2ByAezP-2FqURyctDrTPCDYm2FCFoRE5U1rw1QZirifegqYEs-2B-2BEPDPXyrokj9s8p8nuiMDxXt0JoSRGThR4obNs56-2BD1WWhUNpYBRl64Ej-2FncCLJj084agCPqwVRQ0Ymu55Ew0Edq8AALk2-2FHTVyU6mRxylCed0DCno9-2FPcHNxNKLr98fNo8HnGRYZ7x-2B24GsVi3DxX0AFblXP7zUDw8vUKCgylAg851Narg-3D-3D
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.irwnA1ZB8N-2BHNL3jUmYY-2BJ31D0DITpJ6SFJL4GAUW-2FvO7MaxMSEzjSiHltYm501-2Fal45nQHMjrcGrMcXnRK1OPdl2RdKsfOmK46w0SPrJI6ncQ0LMByLs1tV4wACqAYXXJU-2FPVDyl2bTgLpJNr6IVsr8m-2FhYB16gJIJ8bMtoI2CE4eY9j-2FwhNo3J0T749C36n7uMhEqOOvBHrErc7QY2AtNotbanN14nkjcMSH87jYDgg823UBdIiHCrj7jgRt0OaYRq-2BDL0fb3twm1pd-2BEgEw-3D-3DbqFL_NTfd1z6-2FLsfsfrCw9ZfxeiYx-2BihpdECsklLSWlCcjpNIgQCPyZvj9-2B06hadgXc4woms-2F193gNYmE0KXSwE3G-2BODat4vWMqXA8OBdqRfkiqmwoL5ylw8t9IA1k6H14m62wovWBo-2BhgqkURBjDxvw9HSeD7LsOSXL2-2FKWJ6J6-2BOfdk-2BQK4dv3RsMfQvm16ZnEEDZ2zxXQPzOvGQwZ2D0bXb9aZC2B-2BB-2FRIqTMYf0YBp-2BTIzal3K-2B0Zo46d53sNQoLYwDmtYaJ1Ow5UzS6G3e63iZtdZf7FftG39v-2B5DlEMuapnEICkI2I-2FJxxhjBTGUbHNEJ5IdH-2FKpayaLVTp2PsBkvlH9TOGn-2F1nUJh-2BTtbfAvX6HrgcV2BOzj5W0Q5jmWERnHGPWyJiCau90x3R-2BK7t5leeVx5dzbdMWlHREiDYxCcLjUK9zOLgeWgNjng40nDxViI9txww9ejvEYkVNRb032r-2FJQXU4OkldJBOoE928-2BfdPKXmvJ2zWOmplmiBGulNEFgA5suCAM6b4sMAgBSp2rve2-2BWqje7yaqTHUmNgB2V5zgkA79MC-2ByAezP-2FqURycHmYy2yThnyxZJkTGMA6Dlq9-2ByfZvvjCh0u5Bv4LTq1CgXg7AxXnlw2yh37EDyhE4kFb8-2BUoltnV38CvfzqAop-2FFhmmfc6BXB4yvRqllR1yMxQ2t2VgrovJe1S98NwaSiQTYU1z1fTjv4vU5M4RfFCTQuiL0z6W4XTRItrrCrVWV5BFemlY237BURRsumsmlVCSeghLrvy8sjSevbiMt0Vw-3D-3D


In 2023, I spent 700 hours documenting biodiversity and conservation research,
all captured in the new book Preserving Our Sacred Lands. My experiences have
made it more apparent that there is no time to lose.

In the article “2024 State of the Climate Report: Perilous Times on Planet Earth,”
the authors put it bluntly:

We are on the brink of an irreversible climate disaster. This is a global emergency
beyond any doubt. Much of the very fabric of life on Earth is imperiled. We are
stepping into a critical and unpredictable new phase of the climate crisis. For
many years, scientists, including a group of more than 15,000, have sounded the
alarm about  the  impending  dangers  of  climate  change  driven  by  increasing
greenhouse gas emissions and ecosystem change… We find ourselves amid an
abrupt climate upheaval, a dire situation never before encountered in the annals
of human existence. We have now brought the planet into climatic conditions
never witnessed by us or our prehistoric relatives within our genus, Homo.

It is time to hold politicians accountable. It is going to take community scientists.
It is going to take us all.

Thankfully,  it  is  relatively  easy  to  begin  your  journey  in  understanding  and
preserving sacred land—and the biodiversity it supports—close to where you live:

– Understand Sacred Lands

—  Sacred  lands  often  hold  cultural,  spiritual,  or  historical  importance  to
indigenous communities or religious groups.

—  They  can  include  burial  grounds,  ceremonial  sites,  temples,  or  natural
landmarks like mountains or rivers.

– Become a Curious Naturalist

— Train your mind on the principles of nature and conservation. Read works by
respected naturalists and conservationists like Aldo Leopold, John Muir, Henry
David Thoreau, Rachel Carson, Dian Fossey, Sylvia Earle, Winona LaDuke, Jane
Goodall, and Vandana Shiva.

– Research Online

https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.irwnA1ZB8N-2BHNL3jUmYY-2BN4RVJXU-2BjKYmNtwV-2FPTUqF42jh1-2B0ZBcXkvXQUb898vtYkV-2FpG97d2-2BV-2Fmsovwb2piqALQWKi7OdtVksPFH-2B4-2BnO0UITjDZYjsHFQ6LJnYS84lq_NTfd1z6-2FLsfsfrCw9ZfxeiYx-2BihpdECsklLSWlCcjpNIgQCPyZvj9-2B06hadgXc4woms-2F193gNYmE0KXSwE3G-2BODat4vWMqXA8OBdqRfkiqmwoL5ylw8t9IA1k6H14m62wovWBo-2BhgqkURBjDxvw9HSeD7LsOSXL2-2FKWJ6J6-2BOfdk-2BQK4dv3RsMfQvm16ZnEEDZ2zxXQPzOvGQwZ2D0bXb9aZC2B-2BB-2FRIqTMYf0YBp-2BTIzal3K-2B0Zo46d53sNQoLYwDmtYaJ1Ow5UzS6G3e63iZtdZf7FftG39v-2B5DlEMuapnEICkI2I-2FJxxhjBTGUbHNEJ5IdH-2FKpayaLVTp2PsBkvlH9TOGn-2F1nUJh-2BTtbfAvX6HrgcV2BOzj5W0Q5jmWERnHGPWyJiCau90x3R-2BK7t5leeVx5dzbdMWlHREiDYxCcLjUK9zOLgeWgNjng40nDxViI9txww9ejvEYkVNRb032r-2FJQXU4OkldJBOoE928-2BfdPKXmvJ2zWOmplmiBGulNEFgA5suCAM6b4sMAgBSp2rve2-2BWqje7yaqTHUmNgB2V5zgkA79MC-2ByAezP-2FqURyc9XJ9jcdS-2BvsfxM9DsD0PN-2FvZC9FdruCcPFKDnTU-2F0GSbsCfXlGDkGosWrOBAz58CE0QZWaLOF-2BRTvKrXYhzdX-2FnmBvNLjecGkapNoNynGAlobKGaLCi4aNUOG6yLWjyFJgddNLDlUL-2BW6d-2B-2BrMq9Q-2FrdRExYaeyGwobpUW2zOHXqz14jGg3px3OMvFctx5yPnLoiqhL5BEY4ZcqCv0yb0Q-3D-3D
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— Search for sacred lands in your area by combining terms like “sacred lands
near [your location]” or “Indigenous sacred sites [your area].”

— Check resources like the Sacred Land Film Project or the Native Land Digital
Map,  which can help identify  Indigenous territories  and culturally  significant
areas.

— Check community science databases like eBird and iNaturalist to locate citizen
scientists and biodiversity hotspots near you.

—  Learn  which  at-risk  species  inhabit  your  region  through  governmental
publications like Canada’s List of Wildlife Species at Risk, the U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Endangered Species Library,  and the International  Union for Conservation of
Nature Red List of Threatened Species. Although all uninhabited lands should be
protected, most conservation organizations will be more willing to collaborate if
they contain vulnerable or endangered species of flora, fauna, fungi, and insects.

– Consult and Visit Local Resources

—  Visit  local  libraries,  historical  societies,  science  and  cultural  centers,
universities,  parks,  nonprofit  environmental  groups,  and  museums.  These
institutions often have books, maps, research, and other information about nearby
sacred or historically significant sites, the local environment, and indigenous or
endangered species.

— Parks departments often have information about species that reside in or visit
their locations.

— National parks, monuments, or conservation areas often encompass sacred
lands. Contact the park office or read the signage to learn about their cultural
significance.

— If  applicable,  contact local Indigenous groups or tribes to learn about the
sacred lands in your area. If you visit, be respectful and seek permission.

— Contact religious or spiritual organizations. Some sacred sites are associated
with specific religious traditions. Local temples, churches, or mosques can guide
you to significant places.

– Volunteer
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—  Get  involved  with  local,  state,  or  regional  organizations  working  on
conservation  projects.

—  Join  a  cit izen  science  project  with  Zooniverse,  SciStarter,  or
CitizenScience.gov.

– Document

— Record your observations of species and sacred sites through databases and
spreadsheets.

— Share your journey through social media and in your local community. The
more of us there are, the more people will want to be involved.

Let this be when historians look back and say, “They got it right. The people of
the 2020s decided to protect the Earth and all beings forever.” We only have one
planet and need to do everything we can to protect it.

By Jimmy Videle

Author Bio: Jimmy Videle is a farmer, naturalist, and researcher. He is the author
of The Veganic Grower’s Handbook: Cultivating Fruits, Vegetables, and Herbs
from Urban Backyard to Rural Farmyard and Preserving Our Sacred Lands. He is
also  the  co-founder  of  NAVCS-Certified  Veganic  and  a  contributor  to  the
Observatory. His writing has appeared in CounterPunch, Countercurrents, and LA
Progressive, among others.

Source: Independent Media Institute

Credit Line: This article was produced by Earth | Food | Life, a project of the
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