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01-19-2024 ~ The strategy used by Big Tobacco is called state or “ceiling”
preemption: promoting weaker state public health laws to override stronger local
laws.

In the 1960s and 1970s, Big Tobacco and public health advocates were locked in
a battle. The anti-smoking supporters were gaining ground as cities were
innovating ways to reduce smoking and protect public health during this time. As
former tobacco industry lobbyist Victor L. Crawford observed, you’d “put out a
fire [in] one place, another one would pop up somewhere else.”

But in the mid-1980s, this momentum stopped. Big Tobacco had discovered a way
to reverse local gains. According to a 2020 study in the American Journal of
Public Health (AJPH), the industry’s counteroffensive has led to more disturbing
and enduring ramifications for public health—and our democracy—than
previously understood.

The State Preemption Strategy
The strategy used by Big Tobacco is called state or “ceiling” preemption:
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promoting weaker state public health laws to override stronger local laws.
Between 1986 and 1991, the tobacco industry rammed through seven state
preemption laws.

The industry gained steam over the next five years, imposing 17 additional
preemption policies on states. Laws restricting youth access to tobacco products
would be reversed or never see the light of day. Laws establishing smoke-free
environments were overridden. Tobacco tax increases were stalled. Restrictions
on tobacco retail licensing were relaxed.

Perhaps the most concerning finding of the study published in the AJPH is that it
takes an average of 11 years to repeal these laws—if they're repealed at all. As of
2019, no preemption laws on youth access or tobacco marketing—and fewer than
half of state preemption laws on smoke-free places—have been repealed.

The tobacco industry has a long-documented history of targeting people in low-
income communities and communities of color with the very tactics—like
children-targeted marketing—preemption laws sought to protect. Consider the
costs to public health and progress—especially in Black communities and other
communities of color—when scarce resources are bound up in undoing bad
policies versus securing new public health protections.

Research indicates that smoking-related deaths accounted for around 15 percent
of the decrease in the life expectancy gap between African-American men and
white men at age 50 in 2019. Disproportionate childhood exposure to second-
hand smoke and target marketing of products such as menthol are among the
heightened risk factors for the Black community.

Preemption Harms Consumers—and Workers

As of 2018, Coca-Cola, McDonald’s, and the larger food and beverage industry
have already seen the enactment of at least a dozen laws preempting local public
health policies like soda taxes, product labeling, and restrictions on junk food
marketing to kids.

This has allowed the industry to continue its racist marketing campaigns
targeting Black youth and other youth of color. Understanding these tactics is key
to undoing and preventing further proliferation of the industry’s preemption push.

The four tobacco industry tactics outlined below are being modeled across


https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=JATfH2eKb4CLsSfyNiqx5U0S3ntvG4kYKhjQHKw79KUXZ65-2FwlEiW8XEcRGGkLi4DkzBSETF2vVNdLj4Ylu0-2Bw-3D-3DXP1R_LnethaF6mdJMAeJ-2FtbpzZ-2FakTYpEYM4UYwg-2BV6HOqFA7JPQPAr0SwP4Abn9G9lv2FUXmXxPlXG5IoauXIsbEfNE7AxKpZno2FGQpqgBJ5XqhmT4Dt5Dg09ubwpGtm4Q5rFy5SA5GvxFoZgLFqBcfAWyOCunMVMsxDRj-2FkpbXV7Roc3BgoLTS6n8a0qzuct7UMVki7UUdMCJ0Jek4biu1knhJirGSc9rQtfCRTTDvA70nRT7BVcCAHGEvwjLuNRlgJL3fjSNTA2FGA49TZLUUYTwqCn8IAZ9lPi8RCnnx2CZOPGMQcGcjM49atrs7YxCzSTVzZ692s1byp3hYpQGHI3jwTBWeEoJvg3hl6IjwLU80XkFJ2G02Udb-2BLnksNf0m7jK827gHOy8BmIAY44pg7IKLhze36WaR3cFgeMuhbjk4Rq78Ppc1bnHt3dmnUAR1bAekZXk-2Fboh0PXrAxymvD-2FYDiptXJSWGfbkgQhjBb1vztiomAHwIVq95BAT6G9zStWE8WHkzOR6vmynUSoAzC1yO-2Fs3hx8QD-2BTRm6hxozMzP-2FuiQtGP9mAepGNReUjJ6Q5oQIwkDOMoUIyPTxFrGhZEf2N6UhgCSOENwt9Le2ObDb-2F5sb-2BAf0x4MOKkINpiwPA9K4B6FSS5QCG-2FqI8p6rRF26tjqnI3JXqyeuHJY7oSnqG2uaq1-2FRA-2FNBtP1jFY876yi8LzX3olqRVf5fkNd6OEuIakimfLhjOrMzBvzd5idgeej4bnpGqlhcEyIkze7Z73dNKlfI7YCy73m09d6-2F6h1Sf4ZD6vHsFZGOr2nnFyckG7AHc8hXFvSbenK2bjN
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=JATfH2eKb4CLsSfyNiqx5U0S3ntvG4kYKhjQHKw79KUXZ65-2FwlEiW8XEcRGGkLi4DkzBSETF2vVNdLj4Ylu0-2Bw-3D-3DXP1R_LnethaF6mdJMAeJ-2FtbpzZ-2FakTYpEYM4UYwg-2BV6HOqFA7JPQPAr0SwP4Abn9G9lv2FUXmXxPlXG5IoauXIsbEfNE7AxKpZno2FGQpqgBJ5XqhmT4Dt5Dg09ubwpGtm4Q5rFy5SA5GvxFoZgLFqBcfAWyOCunMVMsxDRj-2FkpbXV7Roc3BgoLTS6n8a0qzuct7UMVki7UUdMCJ0Jek4biu1knhJirGSc9rQtfCRTTDvA70nRT7BVcCAHGEvwjLuNRlgJL3fjSNTA2FGA49TZLUUYTwqCn8IAZ9lPi8RCnnx2CZOPGMQcGcjM49atrs7YxCzSTVzZ692s1byp3hYpQGHI3jwTBWeEoJvg3hl6IjwLU80XkFJ2G02Udb-2BLnksNf0m7jK827gHOy8BmIAY44pg7IKLhze36WaR3cFgeMuhbjk4Rq78Ppc1bnHt3dmnUAR1bAekZXk-2Fboh0PXrAxymvD-2FYDiptXJSWGfbkgQhjBb1vztiomAHwIVq95BAT6G9zStWE8WHkzOR6vmynUSoAzC1yO-2Fs3hx8QD-2BTRm6hxozMzP-2FuiQtGP9mAepGNReUjJ6Q5oQIwkDOMoUIyPTxFrGhZEf2N6UhgCSOENwt9Le2ObDb-2F5sb-2BAf0x4MOKkINpiwPA9K4B6FSS5QCG-2FqI8p6rRF26tjqnI3JXqyeuHJY7oSnqG2uaq1-2FRA-2FNBtP1jFY876yi8LzX3olqRVf5fkNd6OEuIakimfLhjOrMzBvzd5idgeej4bnpGqlhcEyIkze7Z73dNKlfI7YCy73m09d6-2F6h1Sf4ZD6vHsFZGOr2nnFyckG7AHc8hXFvSbenK2bjN
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=JATfH2eKb4CLsSfyNiqx5U0S3ntvG4kYKhjQHKw79KVNBE1rTuAnUGdCXgi3bIVpmhnJuv6NOKOb6LSKHcFJMA-3D-3Dc9SD_LnethaF6mdJMAeJ-2FtbpzZ-2FakTYpEYM4UYwg-2BV6HOqFA7JPQPAr0SwP4Abn9G9lv2FUXmXxPlXG5IoauXIsbEfNE7AxKpZno2FGQpqgBJ5XqhmT4Dt5Dg09ubwpGtm4Q5rFy5SA5GvxFoZgLFqBcfAWyOCunMVMsxDRj-2FkpbXV7Roc3BgoLTS6n8a0qzuct7UMVki7UUdMCJ0Jek4biu1knhJirGSc9rQtfCRTTDvA70nRT7BVcCAHGEvwjLuNRlgJL3fjSNTA2FGA49TZLUUYTwqCn8IAZ9lPi8RCnnx2CZOPGMQcGcjM49atrs7YxCzSTVzZ692s1byp3hYpQGHI3jwTBWeEoJvg3hl6IjwLU80XkFJ2G02Udb-2BLnksNf0m7jK827gHOy8BmIAY44pg7IKLhze36WaR3cFgeMuhbjk4Rq78Ppc1bnHt3dmnUAR1bAekZXk-2Fboh0PXrAxymvD-2FYDiptXJSWGfbkgQhjBb1vztiomAHwIVq95BAT6G9zStWE8WHkzOR6vmynUSoAzC1yO-2Fs3hx8QD-2BTRm6hxozMzP-2FuiQtGP9mAepGNReUjJ6Q5oQIwkDOMoUIyPTxFrGhfhRHpk-2BbQpuER846PhDMFaLd2zWUcDibIPfiWwoGRfo5rihKxWc4lma4NW4-2FOKGPr9fOEIaOHKIrHf2mdRcW6FJ4YtAzZz-2BYg0teUXhnpccuaIlRyUtkLj4oEkxRhtRyGwBoa-2BMNGLR-2BL-2BF4E4tO-2Bt9C4c4ZQy-2BwHTenGyj-2Fv8L1D-2BKybzQUsAEfB5OaNQ0w6NFEg4wTiaxkS1O8rvObykcDoZUrWwgfs6Sxw1Dmx1B
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=JATfH2eKb4CLsSfyNiqx5eTUwARKxKriNpAMN4SBqlzAJDBlMm2cdrJID7Wujjf4FfC9h8Xtk0HcdjoaWPWkzLsqWUcM8mH87s-2F4H3vuB4w-3D8UwB_LnethaF6mdJMAeJ-2FtbpzZ-2FakTYpEYM4UYwg-2BV6HOqFA7JPQPAr0SwP4Abn9G9lv2FUXmXxPlXG5IoauXIsbEfNE7AxKpZno2FGQpqgBJ5XqhmT4Dt5Dg09ubwpGtm4Q5rFy5SA5GvxFoZgLFqBcfAWyOCunMVMsxDRj-2FkpbXV7Roc3BgoLTS6n8a0qzuct7UMVki7UUdMCJ0Jek4biu1knhJirGSc9rQtfCRTTDvA70nRT7BVcCAHGEvwjLuNRlgJL3fjSNTA2FGA49TZLUUYTwqCn8IAZ9lPi8RCnnx2CZOPGMQcGcjM49atrs7YxCzSTVzZ692s1byp3hYpQGHI3jwTBWeEoJvg3hl6IjwLU80XkFJ2G02Udb-2BLnksNf0m7jK827gHOy8BmIAY44pg7IKLhze36WaR3cFgeMuhbjk4Rq78Ppc1bnHt3dmnUAR1bAekZXk-2Fboh0PXrAxymvD-2FYDiptXJSWGfbkgQhjBb1vztiomAHwIVq95BAT6G9zStWE8WHkzOR6vmynUSoAzC1yO-2Fs3hx8QD-2BTRm6hxozMzP-2FuiQtGP9mAepGNReUjJ6Q5oQIwkDOMoUIyPTxFrGhX6WJo4SNNHv6yQEBIFjmPf4uHVJkgnHeswOGmwHKLG9sw-2BIoo-2B3cFsQEQR-2FqDeNRUT5pf8LycfQHnM8hKXDmE6DfhBYsDWO6eZbVBVQHpw8PwpDMvHRLKHdTJHXfWkPLnewo9cbKmUyOy6eg2LImWTtdIQlE-2FBS-2FgIBbC5PZ7-2F2c9X0N1Q8XW5KpR-2FLby5c0mlvAlRkfSAIIUsdxHUAGHPzVZBMwtvzfsPzOryZBwIx
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=JATfH2eKb4CLsSfyNiqx5U0S3ntvG4kYKhjQHKw79KVNBE1rTuAnUGdCXgi3bIVpmhnJuv6NOKOb6LSKHcFJMA-3D-3Dmz8u_LnethaF6mdJMAeJ-2FtbpzZ-2FakTYpEYM4UYwg-2BV6HOqFA7JPQPAr0SwP4Abn9G9lv2FUXmXxPlXG5IoauXIsbEfNE7AxKpZno2FGQpqgBJ5XqhmT4Dt5Dg09ubwpGtm4Q5rFy5SA5GvxFoZgLFqBcfAWyOCunMVMsxDRj-2FkpbXV7Roc3BgoLTS6n8a0qzuct7UMVki7UUdMCJ0Jek4biu1knhJirGSc9rQtfCRTTDvA70nRT7BVcCAHGEvwjLuNRlgJL3fjSNTA2FGA49TZLUUYTwqCn8IAZ9lPi8RCnnx2CZOPGMQcGcjM49atrs7YxCzSTVzZ692s1byp3hYpQGHI3jwTBWeEoJvg3hl6IjwLU80XkFJ2G02Udb-2BLnksNf0m7jK827gHOy8BmIAY44pg7IKLhze36WaR3cFgeMuhbjk4Rq78Ppc1bnHt3dmnUAR1bAekZXk-2Fboh0PXrAxymvD-2FYDiptXJSWGfbkgQhjBb1vztiomAHwIVq95BAT6G9zStWE8WHkzOR6vmynUSoAzC1yO-2Fs3hx8QD-2BTRm6hxozMzP-2FuiQtGP9mAepGNReUjJ6Q5oQIwkDOMoUIyPTxFrGhUyvEJSlA042ZpqXcwboUoq-2Bi0qUBsqzFmanT5EoaqUzZ4vMa9xNcAsEmVxmZ0Bsg5TjIFAtyuOtdZzLkMIJCLW9jGdg4cLg3S6sb7lCDiCCTKQfHTxpdUqpbD3thTbDkp2pE-2Fq0wXfnzo9-2B3Padg3iC1iAqJQ9NP-2FnwtUSNkTysRJexrb1U25FzsihAAbqG1hvgC9Ve2SSyuAc71f-2BOBcfo8IqF3CRB-2B-2Fb-2B5eAcB-2F2k
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=JATfH2eKb4CLsSfyNiqx5U0S3ntvG4kYKhjQHKw79KVNBE1rTuAnUGdCXgi3bIVpmhnJuv6NOKOb6LSKHcFJMA-3D-3Dmz8u_LnethaF6mdJMAeJ-2FtbpzZ-2FakTYpEYM4UYwg-2BV6HOqFA7JPQPAr0SwP4Abn9G9lv2FUXmXxPlXG5IoauXIsbEfNE7AxKpZno2FGQpqgBJ5XqhmT4Dt5Dg09ubwpGtm4Q5rFy5SA5GvxFoZgLFqBcfAWyOCunMVMsxDRj-2FkpbXV7Roc3BgoLTS6n8a0qzuct7UMVki7UUdMCJ0Jek4biu1knhJirGSc9rQtfCRTTDvA70nRT7BVcCAHGEvwjLuNRlgJL3fjSNTA2FGA49TZLUUYTwqCn8IAZ9lPi8RCnnx2CZOPGMQcGcjM49atrs7YxCzSTVzZ692s1byp3hYpQGHI3jwTBWeEoJvg3hl6IjwLU80XkFJ2G02Udb-2BLnksNf0m7jK827gHOy8BmIAY44pg7IKLhze36WaR3cFgeMuhbjk4Rq78Ppc1bnHt3dmnUAR1bAekZXk-2Fboh0PXrAxymvD-2FYDiptXJSWGfbkgQhjBb1vztiomAHwIVq95BAT6G9zStWE8WHkzOR6vmynUSoAzC1yO-2Fs3hx8QD-2BTRm6hxozMzP-2FuiQtGP9mAepGNReUjJ6Q5oQIwkDOMoUIyPTxFrGhUyvEJSlA042ZpqXcwboUoq-2Bi0qUBsqzFmanT5EoaqUzZ4vMa9xNcAsEmVxmZ0Bsg5TjIFAtyuOtdZzLkMIJCLW9jGdg4cLg3S6sb7lCDiCCTKQfHTxpdUqpbD3thTbDkp2pE-2Fq0wXfnzo9-2B3Padg3iC1iAqJQ9NP-2FnwtUSNkTysRJexrb1U25FzsihAAbqG1hvgC9Ve2SSyuAc71f-2BOBcfo8IqF3CRB-2B-2Fb-2B5eAcB-2F2k
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=JATfH2eKb4CLsSfyNiqx5QUpFsyXU8edxzGAyj1AUbZb1vm5J7m-2F1LTJ5IDfilOiKawCy9-2Fi0KEinQ4WmvMGXUAhbxiokgkW013n9gB-2BvvolsLAG4W3WPIEvXHPmA7Yb10PWhN6JeEDZdX1eC0dOjqbQN18NRJdZ8UsY2VJIQKwJB0N1BW8VMN-2Bd5NzYfXFQ1vOl_LnethaF6mdJMAeJ-2FtbpzZ-2FakTYpEYM4UYwg-2BV6HOqFA7JPQPAr0SwP4Abn9G9lv2FUXmXxPlXG5IoauXIsbEfNE7AxKpZno2FGQpqgBJ5XqhmT4Dt5Dg09ubwpGtm4Q5rFy5SA5GvxFoZgLFqBcfAWyOCunMVMsxDRj-2FkpbXV7Roc3BgoLTS6n8a0qzuct7UMVki7UUdMCJ0Jek4biu1knhJirGSc9rQtfCRTTDvA70nRT7BVcCAHGEvwjLuNRlgJL3fjSNTA2FGA49TZLUUYTwqCn8IAZ9lPi8RCnnx2CZOPGMQcGcjM49atrs7YxCzSTVzZ692s1byp3hYpQGHI3jwTBWeEoJvg3hl6IjwLU80XkFJ2G02Udb-2BLnksNf0m7jK827gHOy8BmIAY44pg7IKLhze36WaR3cFgeMuhbjk4Rq78Ppc1bnHt3dmnUAR1bAekZXk-2Fboh0PXrAxymvD-2FYDiptXJSWGfbkgQhjBb1vztiomAHwIVq95BAT6G9zStWE8WHkzOR6vmynUSoAzC1yO-2Fs3hx8QD-2BTRm6hxozMzP-2FuiQtGP9mAepGNReUjJ6Q5oQIwkDOMoUIyPTxFrGhXxRHtd5ouvmDJAFOi-2FlBdS-2BZHMYO-2BHBJngG9lHmfn9dQUbW6oX5pxXMNd3lt1cvq3MjOxjHL6roppy-2F1PQKeax4ckA30-2B9GfTBpOVCSB6R2Iw0cfLR1eDpVocQI2f9WEBp1S-2FenI-2FSWaeHXBRY83PZv1e5KYvnlm-2BxPgonnARh8Qe3cGcKTcOtcFNmJVN-2FY1squleIUK-2Bv3kdohvUYCccbCv6nwrJBJa3QZM8FSIBPV
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=JATfH2eKb4CLsSfyNiqx5U0S3ntvG4kYKhjQHKw79KVNBE1rTuAnUGdCXgi3bIVpCc-2B-2B0hr9G7gY-2BnYQFpHfeg-3D-3DZwr__LnethaF6mdJMAeJ-2FtbpzZ-2FakTYpEYM4UYwg-2BV6HOqFA7JPQPAr0SwP4Abn9G9lv2FUXmXxPlXG5IoauXIsbEfNE7AxKpZno2FGQpqgBJ5XqhmT4Dt5Dg09ubwpGtm4Q5rFy5SA5GvxFoZgLFqBcfAWyOCunMVMsxDRj-2FkpbXV7Roc3BgoLTS6n8a0qzuct7UMVki7UUdMCJ0Jek4biu1knhJirGSc9rQtfCRTTDvA70nRT7BVcCAHGEvwjLuNRlgJL3fjSNTA2FGA49TZLUUYTwqCn8IAZ9lPi8RCnnx2CZOPGMQcGcjM49atrs7YxCzSTVzZ692s1byp3hYpQGHI3jwTBWeEoJvg3hl6IjwLU80XkFJ2G02Udb-2BLnksNf0m7jK827gHOy8BmIAY44pg7IKLhze36WaR3cFgeMuhbjk4Rq78Ppc1bnHt3dmnUAR1bAekZXk-2Fboh0PXrAxymvD-2FYDiptXJSWGfbkgQhjBb1vztiomAHwIVq95BAT6G9zStWE8WHkzOR6vmynUSoAzC1yO-2Fs3hx8QD-2BTRm6hxozMzP-2FuiQtGP9mAepGNReUjJ6Q5oQIwkDOMoUIyPTxFrGhSo0KsHcjHp7FD76g814G6qPheUaVbXMujkp8aD0d2u76ApNVQgz6AMHB5xw-2FsutL4nY7VIsaOJluH79kCYMErpEfm6ADE4l6bPTIzjbjVYESiUvV843eKTV4Xgdeo-2BK9EY0vOhlUQSTANro49Y92whYJreQsMBv-2BV9Kj-2BT8up0Bnyhhyr0XY31ane7AK575qSNwwHBFvDyzfD-2FinrnOWJE1Bo9ihr-2FVJ4qI-2BFwACaE0
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=JATfH2eKb4CLsSfyNiqx5QMRpcuPd-2FCO-2BnBZU0gy7TmpI80eB87oyAmv206nXVbnc8eYeGA-2BhJ8NS3UIgFWcpA-3D-3DK2SA_LnethaF6mdJMAeJ-2FtbpzZ-2FakTYpEYM4UYwg-2BV6HOqFA7JPQPAr0SwP4Abn9G9lv2FUXmXxPlXG5IoauXIsbEfNE7AxKpZno2FGQpqgBJ5XqhmT4Dt5Dg09ubwpGtm4Q5rFy5SA5GvxFoZgLFqBcfAWyOCunMVMsxDRj-2FkpbXV7Roc3BgoLTS6n8a0qzuct7UMVki7UUdMCJ0Jek4biu1knhJirGSc9rQtfCRTTDvA70nRT7BVcCAHGEvwjLuNRlgJL3fjSNTA2FGA49TZLUUYTwqCn8IAZ9lPi8RCnnx2CZOPGMQcGcjM49atrs7YxCzSTVzZ692s1byp3hYpQGHI3jwTBWeEoJvg3hl6IjwLU80XkFJ2G02Udb-2BLnksNf0m7jK827gHOy8BmIAY44pg7IKLhze36WaR3cFgeMuhbjk4Rq78Ppc1bnHt3dmnUAR1bAekZXk-2Fboh0PXrAxymvD-2FYDiptXJSWGfbkgQhjBb1vztiomAHwIVq95BAT6G9zStWE8WHkzOR6vmynUSoAzC1yO-2Fs3hx8QD-2BTRm6hxozMzP-2FuiQtGP9mAepGNReUjJ6Q5oQIwkDOMoUIyPTxFrGhdt8Xy0iHiyy3F8jlMJLRurJd65iNQL2NbATmIOqsJnrQaHs2b-2FiicIfc3hjE0YOfkrw5ZT9ToZ3-2BcjtJ9s7DGkANuer6hR9lEPBwY5w2odE8ts60Ksl3EcsM8nP9jgPTlRJWNoJ6IMEfcGDPMqIyXeaFyJgAQS1srFbSuWpioqzYnYqWDvmVixVeZmMpSLY7ewnjZj52I-2Bdd-2FTV0B4ysbNkkgD8Wjq04MQ5S-2FOFnGka
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=JATfH2eKb4CLsSfyNiqx5QMRpcuPd-2FCO-2BnBZU0gy7TmpI80eB87oyAmv206nXVbnc8eYeGA-2BhJ8NS3UIgFWcpA-3D-3DK2SA_LnethaF6mdJMAeJ-2FtbpzZ-2FakTYpEYM4UYwg-2BV6HOqFA7JPQPAr0SwP4Abn9G9lv2FUXmXxPlXG5IoauXIsbEfNE7AxKpZno2FGQpqgBJ5XqhmT4Dt5Dg09ubwpGtm4Q5rFy5SA5GvxFoZgLFqBcfAWyOCunMVMsxDRj-2FkpbXV7Roc3BgoLTS6n8a0qzuct7UMVki7UUdMCJ0Jek4biu1knhJirGSc9rQtfCRTTDvA70nRT7BVcCAHGEvwjLuNRlgJL3fjSNTA2FGA49TZLUUYTwqCn8IAZ9lPi8RCnnx2CZOPGMQcGcjM49atrs7YxCzSTVzZ692s1byp3hYpQGHI3jwTBWeEoJvg3hl6IjwLU80XkFJ2G02Udb-2BLnksNf0m7jK827gHOy8BmIAY44pg7IKLhze36WaR3cFgeMuhbjk4Rq78Ppc1bnHt3dmnUAR1bAekZXk-2Fboh0PXrAxymvD-2FYDiptXJSWGfbkgQhjBb1vztiomAHwIVq95BAT6G9zStWE8WHkzOR6vmynUSoAzC1yO-2Fs3hx8QD-2BTRm6hxozMzP-2FuiQtGP9mAepGNReUjJ6Q5oQIwkDOMoUIyPTxFrGhdt8Xy0iHiyy3F8jlMJLRurJd65iNQL2NbATmIOqsJnrQaHs2b-2FiicIfc3hjE0YOfkrw5ZT9ToZ3-2BcjtJ9s7DGkANuer6hR9lEPBwY5w2odE8ts60Ksl3EcsM8nP9jgPTlRJWNoJ6IMEfcGDPMqIyXeaFyJgAQS1srFbSuWpioqzYnYqWDvmVixVeZmMpSLY7ewnjZj52I-2Bdd-2FTV0B4ysbNkkgD8Wjq04MQ5S-2FOFnGka
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=JATfH2eKb4CLsSfyNiqx5UnYZ53On-2FAF8gaN172pAKp5wtymWkdCrU6HthXD0VyDinhmpd8nV7-2Fpy6d3BG7DlvOYmjCpK6CWeNNjqWBtNKE-3Df2tj_LnethaF6mdJMAeJ-2FtbpzZ-2FakTYpEYM4UYwg-2BV6HOqFA7JPQPAr0SwP4Abn9G9lv2FUXmXxPlXG5IoauXIsbEfNE7AxKpZno2FGQpqgBJ5XqhmT4Dt5Dg09ubwpGtm4Q5rFy5SA5GvxFoZgLFqBcfAWyOCunMVMsxDRj-2FkpbXV7Roc3BgoLTS6n8a0qzuct7UMVki7UUdMCJ0Jek4biu1knhJirGSc9rQtfCRTTDvA70nRT7BVcCAHGEvwjLuNRlgJL3fjSNTA2FGA49TZLUUYTwqCn8IAZ9lPi8RCnnx2CZOPGMQcGcjM49atrs7YxCzSTVzZ692s1byp3hYpQGHI3jwTBWeEoJvg3hl6IjwLU80XkFJ2G02Udb-2BLnksNf0m7jK827gHOy8BmIAY44pg7IKLhze36WaR3cFgeMuhbjk4Rq78Ppc1bnHt3dmnUAR1bAekZXk-2Fboh0PXrAxymvD-2FYDiptXJSWGfbkgQhjBb1vztiomAHwIVq95BAT6G9zStWE8WHkzOR6vmynUSoAzC1yO-2Fs3hx8QD-2BTRm6hxozMzP-2FuiQtGP9mAepGNReUjJ6Q5oQIwkDOMoUIyPTxFrGhQz2d7XURfJUcLJN-2BkFWUWTWtpe1-2B-2FyQOAeJk1cQeEQ8rEM4QwkvYWVVDt0CvfjqrNGd97RdCSCj9dgsUuSzqLkNkXNrbzvYW6l6BKtoj0QFjjeLh5WZpR7jpz4TnOiwdw8mJXGkx3GKmuJcCIStS8UhZ8IPVDopEoth94Nf-2BVgcVLC2gnSNFLEJZDVpg8kWz9HXROPJGH9nEq-2BsYcYp9GFMCF3s6fcYCcWuk5-2FpxfP7
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=JATfH2eKb4CLsSfyNiqx5Ryf8xmI7-2BEuidh4fH-2F3IibiulX8eDp4D8AAey2sp5-2Bofp2oQmEleLVSlZgvDvtHMPklaKxDskRzdxjIciZwnZ0-3DnT8p_LnethaF6mdJMAeJ-2FtbpzZ-2FakTYpEYM4UYwg-2BV6HOqFA7JPQPAr0SwP4Abn9G9lv2FUXmXxPlXG5IoauXIsbEfNE7AxKpZno2FGQpqgBJ5XqhmT4Dt5Dg09ubwpGtm4Q5rFy5SA5GvxFoZgLFqBcfAWyOCunMVMsxDRj-2FkpbXV7Roc3BgoLTS6n8a0qzuct7UMVki7UUdMCJ0Jek4biu1knhJirGSc9rQtfCRTTDvA70nRT7BVcCAHGEvwjLuNRlgJL3fjSNTA2FGA49TZLUUYTwqCn8IAZ9lPi8RCnnx2CZOPGMQcGcjM49atrs7YxCzSTVzZ692s1byp3hYpQGHI3jwTBWeEoJvg3hl6IjwLU80XkFJ2G02Udb-2BLnksNf0m7jK827gHOy8BmIAY44pg7IKLhze36WaR3cFgeMuhbjk4Rq78Ppc1bnHt3dmnUAR1bAekZXk-2Fboh0PXrAxymvD-2FYDiptXJSWGfbkgQhjBb1vztiomAHwIVq95BAT6G9zStWE8WHkzOR6vmynUSoAzC1yO-2Fs3hx8QD-2BTRm6hxozMzP-2FuiQtGP9mAepGNReUjJ6Q5oQIwkDOMoUIyPTxFrGhblBukCWKtATrHzAygKWWKiB6Q0KEXRvATnOC898NMpBxY2b2N2ObhlS8W61lYVjkPjfNEtNVy6kATS4o3AE80DDCGmFkSFpbYq753HJArsDr7zaxHSS1c381CN7GSYRsterU4BjXJTdmlIGl44Z-2F71SbqlyeDgYWNZy7KA3ubDx4QGRsoTo-2B2KaSO-2BpItv4xYCTLX5gKxO-2FtKyByvTqR7oF25mp8KbGLgtKYvuJkOme
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=JATfH2eKb4CLsSfyNiqx5cgAd2qI83tvcJwRSldlFIEog3IDviwZssfZfrpdOT-2FDFUjx03lwpwfhP5zkvXLrrkO9YBpqL8Ed5161ftvGivrpGFDfzWMFCprd0JrFoHTTeN0bS45J086znPxIWEagvg-3D-3DdYnm_LnethaF6mdJMAeJ-2FtbpzZ-2FakTYpEYM4UYwg-2BV6HOqFA7JPQPAr0SwP4Abn9G9lv2FUXmXxPlXG5IoauXIsbEfNE7AxKpZno2FGQpqgBJ5XqhmT4Dt5Dg09ubwpGtm4Q5rFy5SA5GvxFoZgLFqBcfAWyOCunMVMsxDRj-2FkpbXV7Roc3BgoLTS6n8a0qzuct7UMVki7UUdMCJ0Jek4biu1knhJirGSc9rQtfCRTTDvA70nRT7BVcCAHGEvwjLuNRlgJL3fjSNTA2FGA49TZLUUYTwqCn8IAZ9lPi8RCnnx2CZOPGMQcGcjM49atrs7YxCzSTVzZ692s1byp3hYpQGHI3jwTBWeEoJvg3hl6IjwLU80XkFJ2G02Udb-2BLnksNf0m7jK827gHOy8BmIAY44pg7IKLhze36WaR3cFgeMuhbjk4Rq78Ppc1bnHt3dmnUAR1bAekZXk-2Fboh0PXrAxymvD-2FYDiptXJSWGfbkgQhjBb1vztiomAHwIVq95BAT6G9zStWE8WHkzOR6vmynUSoAzC1yO-2Fs3hx8QD-2BTRm6hxozMzP-2FuiQtGP9mAepGNReUjJ6Q5oQIwkDOMoUIyPTxFrGhZW7qQ78Ylb-2FOWO2EovODdEE9b6ClGtfJ7eustriCYl8uXMllWjinAlr-2B6a5OYNem0slMlKNZjOO5-2BUZQzT-2Bk3kAcgjQIT9uwYUH91wOv52dXLRMw0ZS-2FydsAx2i-2FCrPN3dIHOYi1NB2zFcufobs-2B2ndqSq9tjPybOlwy3QjgQS0yT7y738psfGlBBs8AwYhh-2F2P3ICKu67oXowLjQz4bRLaT4-2FWJwQjShSlYvsoaSQi

industries, such as the food and beverage sector, disproportionately affecting
communities of color and exacerbating diet-related disease crises.

Lobbying

First, to give Big Tobacco’s political agenda credibility, tobacco giants like R.].
Reynolds Tobacco Company have invested heavily in trade associations and front
groups to do their bidding, from so-called “smokers’ rights groups” to restaurant,
hotel, and gaming associations.

Unsurprisingly, a similar cast—like state affiliates of the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce and the National Restaurant Association (NRA)—is again the muscle
behind state preemption pushes to block new soda taxes, as well as critical
policies to assure food workers’ health and well-being, such as new paid sick
leave requirements and minimum wage increases.

Examples include the Texas Supreme Court quashing city efforts to guarantee
municipal paid sick leave in 2020 and the Minnesota Supreme Court ruling
against the Minnesota Chamber of Commerce’s contention that Minneapolis’s
paid sick leave requirements were preempted by state law during the same year.

The Power Coalition for Equity and Justice, a group of social justice organizations
in Louisiana, has been mobilizing to undo what a spokesperson of the coalition—in
a 2020 article in Scalawag—called, “yet another tool of white supremacy” and an
example of the “plantation [mentality’s]” manifestation in state politics: state
preemption of local minimum wage increases.

Campaign Contributions

Second, Big Tobacco lavished money on federal elections. In 1998 alone, the
tobacco lobbies contributed more than $70 million. Predominantly, Republican
candidates have received more than $50 million from the tobacco industry since
1990. In this same period, the NRA and its most prominent corporate
members—like McDonald’s, Darden, and Yum! Brands—spent more than $60
million in disclosed federal contributions.

An analysis by my organization, Corporate Accountability, in partnership with
Restaurant Opportunities Centers United, Food Chain Workers Alliance, Berkeley

Media Studies Group, and Real Food Media, found a disturbing correspondence
between NRA campaign contributions and the propensity of those receiving
them—Ilike Senator Mitch McConnell and Representative Kevin McCarthy, both
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Republicans—to oppose progressive policies such as improvements to food
labeling, stronger worker protections, and minimum wage increases.

Local Preemption

Third, the industry obscured preemption through legislative channels. As if
making an end-run around local democracy wasn’t bad enough, Big Tobacco
slipped preemption into a wide array of bills—from property taxes to pesticides.

In 2006, the industry spent more than $100 million to fight tobacco control
measures and funded an Ohio measure (“Smoke Less Ohio”) that would have
rolled back local smoke-free laws and prevented their adoption in the future.
Ohioans voted against the ballot measure.

Twelve years later, in 2018, Big Soda spent millions on a California ballot
initiative that made it harder to impose soda taxes and increase any taxes. In
exchange for dropping the ballot initiative, lawmakers and then-Governor Jerry
Brown agreed to prohibit new taxes on grocery items—including sugar-sweetened
beverages—until January 1, 2031, as part of a larger tax overhaul.

According to California state Senator Scott Wiener, a Democrat, the industry
basically aimed “a nuclear weapon at [the] government in California and [said], ‘If
you don’t do what we want, we’re going to pull the trigger, and you’'re not going
to be able to fund basic government services.’”

Legal Threats

Fourth, Big Tobacco issued legal threats. Despite being ineffective at overturning
laws, the industry has pursued dozens of cases as a deterrent to the passage of
new laws. In Michigan, Big Tobacco sponsored a Michigan Restaurant Association
and Michigan Chamber of Commerce lawsuit attempting to strike down a local
smoke-free policy in 1998.

The lawsuit tied up the town of Marquette in legal proceedings for about five
years despite only succeeding in repealing a small part of the law.

But after years of being on the receiving end of the industry’s tactics, the public
health community has regrouped. They generated media coverage that exposed
Big Tobacco’s chicanery in advancing state preemption policies and—instead of
putting out fires once preemption had been introduced or adopted—advocates
implemented proactive lobbying approaches.
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One of the earliest examples is from 1996 when the Indiana Campaign for
Tobacco-Free Communities helped compel then-Governor Evan Bayh to veto a law
preempting “virtually non-existent” local tobacco control laws.

Meanwhile, in 1994, a national preemption task force was formed by leading
health organizations. It attracted prominent political figures like Hillary Clinton
and former Representative Henry Waxman, a Democrat, and mobilized grassroots
movements and more coherent counterstrategies. By 2000, the Centers for

Disease Control and Prevention advocated eliminating ceiling preemption laws.

The public health movement also helped expand legal networks. From coast to
coast, states helped fund legal resource centers that worked with health
departments in drafting tobacco control laws that could weather industry
challenges.

But history is repeating itself. For example, e-cigarette maker Juul has worked
tirelessly to ensure state increases in the minimum age to purchase tobacco
products are paired with preemptions on local governments taking any further
actions to regulate vaping (like flavor bans).

Business groups have filed lawsuits against L.os Angeles County, Palmdale,
California, and Edina, Minnesota, seeking to nix local prohibitions on flavored e-
cigs, claiming these laws are preempted by federal law. The COVID-19 pandemic,
which has compromised the respiratory health of its victims, does not seem to
have caused this destructive industry one bit of pause.

It is critical for those taking on the food industry to get ahead of attempts at
preemption.

We can scarcely afford more industry-driven policies denigrating public health
and deepening already profound health inequities. There will be no shortage of
bills and ballot initiatives intent on supplanting popular democracy with narrow
corporate prerogatives. But we have the solutions because we’ve faced this
problem before.

By Gigi Kellett

Author Bio: Gigi Kellett is a managing director for Corporate Accountability, an
organization that, for more than 40 years, has stopped transnational corporations


https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=JATfH2eKb4CLsSfyNiqx5Q-2FlE0dImmb4iRdzlMK8qfemvmsGsL0RMqaEgm1twSL2GQNEsb9g3cpLPkXOqfPCC49wDKgWMP-2B4k06a4JtZamA-3DiMR6_LnethaF6mdJMAeJ-2FtbpzZ-2FakTYpEYM4UYwg-2BV6HOqFA7JPQPAr0SwP4Abn9G9lv2FUXmXxPlXG5IoauXIsbEfNE7AxKpZno2FGQpqgBJ5XqhmT4Dt5Dg09ubwpGtm4Q5rFy5SA5GvxFoZgLFqBcfAWyOCunMVMsxDRj-2FkpbXV7Roc3BgoLTS6n8a0qzuct7UMVki7UUdMCJ0Jek4biu1knhJirGSc9rQtfCRTTDvA70nRT7BVcCAHGEvwjLuNRlgJL3fjSNTA2FGA49TZLUUYTwqCn8IAZ9lPi8RCnnx2CZOPGMQcGcjM49atrs7YxCzSTVzZ692s1byp3hYpQGHI3jwTBWeEoJvg3hl6IjwLU80XkFJ2G02Udb-2BLnksNf0m7jK827gHOy8BmIAY44pg7IKLhze36WaR3cFgeMuhbjk4Rq78Ppc1bnHt3dmnUAR1bAekZXk-2Fboh0PXrAxymvD-2FYDiptXJSWGfbkgQhjBb1vztiomAHwIVq95BAT6G9zStWE8WHkzOR6vmynUSoAzC1yO-2Fs3hx8QD-2BTRm6hxozMzP-2FuiQtGP9mAepGNReUjJ6Q5oQIwkDOMoUIyPTxFrGhebWuwZ-2BTkUxS5ZQXG1H9vldCw243vLYpOI4QrUoOXOIyOmi-2Bnb687y7PmVQFC4o05w5dV7CCd5ZwegTTZMc1ahUcHBYDQUR48LGKli2IxYXQdffyClnY-2BFp9Dxxij7CV-2Fzc9j3us3bV28LfLV-2Bs7ekGhxt184hT-2BGDp5WukfkHadgqVBir-2B6KlH3nby7Mzh-2BMTFgL0D-2BJSDHBTikZ3PqrURnJ4JMfOywCScOWazPYTG
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=JATfH2eKb4CLsSfyNiqx5Q-2FlE0dImmb4iRdzlMK8qfemvmsGsL0RMqaEgm1twSL2GQNEsb9g3cpLPkXOqfPCC49wDKgWMP-2B4k06a4JtZamA-3DiMR6_LnethaF6mdJMAeJ-2FtbpzZ-2FakTYpEYM4UYwg-2BV6HOqFA7JPQPAr0SwP4Abn9G9lv2FUXmXxPlXG5IoauXIsbEfNE7AxKpZno2FGQpqgBJ5XqhmT4Dt5Dg09ubwpGtm4Q5rFy5SA5GvxFoZgLFqBcfAWyOCunMVMsxDRj-2FkpbXV7Roc3BgoLTS6n8a0qzuct7UMVki7UUdMCJ0Jek4biu1knhJirGSc9rQtfCRTTDvA70nRT7BVcCAHGEvwjLuNRlgJL3fjSNTA2FGA49TZLUUYTwqCn8IAZ9lPi8RCnnx2CZOPGMQcGcjM49atrs7YxCzSTVzZ692s1byp3hYpQGHI3jwTBWeEoJvg3hl6IjwLU80XkFJ2G02Udb-2BLnksNf0m7jK827gHOy8BmIAY44pg7IKLhze36WaR3cFgeMuhbjk4Rq78Ppc1bnHt3dmnUAR1bAekZXk-2Fboh0PXrAxymvD-2FYDiptXJSWGfbkgQhjBb1vztiomAHwIVq95BAT6G9zStWE8WHkzOR6vmynUSoAzC1yO-2Fs3hx8QD-2BTRm6hxozMzP-2FuiQtGP9mAepGNReUjJ6Q5oQIwkDOMoUIyPTxFrGhebWuwZ-2BTkUxS5ZQXG1H9vldCw243vLYpOI4QrUoOXOIyOmi-2Bnb687y7PmVQFC4o05w5dV7CCd5ZwegTTZMc1ahUcHBYDQUR48LGKli2IxYXQdffyClnY-2BFp9Dxxij7CV-2Fzc9j3us3bV28LfLV-2Bs7ekGhxt184hT-2BGDp5WukfkHadgqVBir-2B6KlH3nby7Mzh-2BMTFgL0D-2BJSDHBTikZ3PqrURnJ4JMfOywCScOWazPYTG
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=JATfH2eKb4CLsSfyNiqx5U0S3ntvG4kYKhjQHKw79KVNBE1rTuAnUGdCXgi3bIVpmhnJuv6NOKOb6LSKHcFJMA-3D-3DV0G5_LnethaF6mdJMAeJ-2FtbpzZ-2FakTYpEYM4UYwg-2BV6HOqFA7JPQPAr0SwP4Abn9G9lv2FUXmXxPlXG5IoauXIsbEfNE7AxKpZno2FGQpqgBJ5XqhmT4Dt5Dg09ubwpGtm4Q5rFy5SA5GvxFoZgLFqBcfAWyOCunMVMsxDRj-2FkpbXV7Roc3BgoLTS6n8a0qzuct7UMVki7UUdMCJ0Jek4biu1knhJirGSc9rQtfCRTTDvA70nRT7BVcCAHGEvwjLuNRlgJL3fjSNTA2FGA49TZLUUYTwqCn8IAZ9lPi8RCnnx2CZOPGMQcGcjM49atrs7YxCzSTVzZ692s1byp3hYpQGHI3jwTBWeEoJvg3hl6IjwLU80XkFJ2G02Udb-2BLnksNf0m7jK827gHOy8BmIAY44pg7IKLhze36WaR3cFgeMuhbjk4Rq78Ppc1bnHt3dmnUAR1bAekZXk-2Fboh0PXrAxymvD-2FYDiptXJSWGfbkgQhjBb1vztiomAHwIVq95BAT6G9zStWE8WHkzOR6vmynUSoAzC1yO-2Fs3hx8QD-2BTRm6hxozMzP-2FuiQtGP9mAepGNReUjJ6Q5oQIwkDOMoUIyPTxFrGhayDJfhu-2FbSVMSvzaFQgi8DSey3riFaRaEKrd-2F2UAQ45aUXCflPkXauarjUXQM51jE9B9bwc20AtEN7mErr7Y4G5ywLovf-2BSgen5obz0EDlnj7e2nWejsEGHyaa1HwN27xbUiCE-2Ffp2VbN40YSA8kuidCXi9RC7CWnilOLPmABczQdMHpNuIusibLOzUq6bpExH-2BFvNUGP03wIUmXHSmqqBJUkPBqI8rQMar0-2FmKzuSa
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=JATfH2eKb4CLsSfyNiqx5U0S3ntvG4kYKhjQHKw79KWoNZSUY-2F0LKWRT3dgCKBKjW1-2FamO-2FFyasxRQLnEPfgBg-3D-3DzFjp_LnethaF6mdJMAeJ-2FtbpzZ-2FakTYpEYM4UYwg-2BV6HOqFA7JPQPAr0SwP4Abn9G9lv2FUXmXxPlXG5IoauXIsbEfNE7AxKpZno2FGQpqgBJ5XqhmT4Dt5Dg09ubwpGtm4Q5rFy5SA5GvxFoZgLFqBcfAWyOCunMVMsxDRj-2FkpbXV7Roc3BgoLTS6n8a0qzuct7UMVki7UUdMCJ0Jek4biu1knhJirGSc9rQtfCRTTDvA70nRT7BVcCAHGEvwjLuNRlgJL3fjSNTA2FGA49TZLUUYTwqCn8IAZ9lPi8RCnnx2CZOPGMQcGcjM49atrs7YxCzSTVzZ692s1byp3hYpQGHI3jwTBWeEoJvg3hl6IjwLU80XkFJ2G02Udb-2BLnksNf0m7jK827gHOy8BmIAY44pg7IKLhze36WaR3cFgeMuhbjk4Rq78Ppc1bnHt3dmnUAR1bAekZXk-2Fboh0PXrAxymvD-2FYDiptXJSWGfbkgQhjBb1vztiomAHwIVq95BAT6G9zStWE8WHkzOR6vmynUSoAzC1yO-2Fs3hx8QD-2BTRm6hxozMzP-2FuiQtGP9mAepGNReUjJ6Q5oQIwkDOMoUIyPTxFrGhRtL-2F5n9nmufV0rLyrG7QpqH9suWb8slw3jQqqz6KYhaU9y9s9PYvHVYeXd4-2Fh6Srb3JDpaS73IwGgnOTi3u1jsPqLyPcvgB46sdJF0IVH3PNW1M-2BETfjZE4ap6ehf7ibtmEHHJrmHtZ8kJxSv-2BF-2BofBireOfVbrN6le5s-2FJcfNw5yNkKJ9MobVXtWZVexG-2BhwlVNqPYKi-2Bu0V-2Fvxh6w4dz5cq2AD3ssM7ZAsImfFJ0e
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=JATfH2eKb4CLsSfyNiqx5WqQq3A0k9QRwI6hDjDrNBZFS5H49IRtgNf-2BHqCrsh0d-2FES01wRsicmMs40k9QpiFBZhgfndQ3gmqFIfiF7wJ8Ab6nG1bgPYUqqTxxN-2FuNzGbynFCAYm7bG268QRUFMcZA-3D-3DBidG_LnethaF6mdJMAeJ-2FtbpzZ-2FakTYpEYM4UYwg-2BV6HOqFA7JPQPAr0SwP4Abn9G9lv2FUXmXxPlXG5IoauXIsbEfNE7AxKpZno2FGQpqgBJ5XqhmT4Dt5Dg09ubwpGtm4Q5rFy5SA5GvxFoZgLFqBcfAWyOCunMVMsxDRj-2FkpbXV7Roc3BgoLTS6n8a0qzuct7UMVki7UUdMCJ0Jek4biu1knhJirGSc9rQtfCRTTDvA70nRT7BVcCAHGEvwjLuNRlgJL3fjSNTA2FGA49TZLUUYTwqCn8IAZ9lPi8RCnnx2CZOPGMQcGcjM49atrs7YxCzSTVzZ692s1byp3hYpQGHI3jwTBWeEoJvg3hl6IjwLU80XkFJ2G02Udb-2BLnksNf0m7jK827gHOy8BmIAY44pg7IKLhze36WaR3cFgeMuhbjk4Rq78Ppc1bnHt3dmnUAR1bAekZXk-2Fboh0PXrAxymvD-2FYDiptXJSWGfbkgQhjBb1vztiomAHwIVq95BAT6G9zStWE8WHkzOR6vmynUSoAzC1yO-2Fs3hx8QD-2BTRm6hxozMzP-2FuiQtGP9mAepGNReUjJ6Q5oQIwkDOMoUIyPTxFrGhW6i1oyOE9xTf8MHUfZty9NgDuaxFOH2nyx6LWdMGz83NZZ9lNJsJgFEHbfUBPMd5rV08QosrcBlkJ88m6GCne8ci-2FH6ZDQolrk0jRPvxE17VY8AIIVGpmP4ZH-2Fx03m41EXwDGJktjsmSfNCLOWuYiZ-2FfOMTaPt4Lt73UexfQbay0zUWOskUq2lfRuhEDD37lhC7K2qBi4lhe-2F-2B5vYHERr0Y7B2fehwi4C-2Fc3BpqBQj3
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=JATfH2eKb4CLsSfyNiqx5SigiX-2Bn5FA6OWdg-2FNC8OVo-2F0uLKEEWK4wNHgw-2BwoTdk-2BG3WbFiqcb0K-2FK-2FfFxOqPCZW3U-2FXEhTtWGh97mqwciLBJD4uS-2B5RzXCcHJVwZZPhIco5OE-2F7Dwkz35MyRlCOs2ABnf4MmWR7Bi5g2sfMhtnXLXKiI3BS9-2FAzLeWBROYTtQlX_LnethaF6mdJMAeJ-2FtbpzZ-2FakTYpEYM4UYwg-2BV6HOqFA7JPQPAr0SwP4Abn9G9lv2FUXmXxPlXG5IoauXIsbEfNE7AxKpZno2FGQpqgBJ5XqhmT4Dt5Dg09ubwpGtm4Q5rFy5SA5GvxFoZgLFqBcfAWyOCunMVMsxDRj-2FkpbXV7Roc3BgoLTS6n8a0qzuct7UMVki7UUdMCJ0Jek4biu1knhJirGSc9rQtfCRTTDvA70nRT7BVcCAHGEvwjLuNRlgJL3fjSNTA2FGA49TZLUUYTwqCn8IAZ9lPi8RCnnx2CZOPGMQcGcjM49atrs7YxCzSTVzZ692s1byp3hYpQGHI3jwTBWeEoJvg3hl6IjwLU80XkFJ2G02Udb-2BLnksNf0m7jK827gHOy8BmIAY44pg7IKLhze36WaR3cFgeMuhbjk4Rq78Ppc1bnHt3dmnUAR1bAekZXk-2Fboh0PXrAxymvD-2FYDiptXJSWGfbkgQhjBb1vztiomAHwIVq95BAT6G9zStWE8WHkzOR6vmynUSoAzC1yO-2Fs3hx8QD-2BTRm6hxozMzP-2FuiQtGP9mAepGNReUjJ6Q5oQIwkDOMoUIyPTxFrGhUTHn6dhA-2FA1MLky-2Fsa785yUdYuNPjTVpHGCevpBiK-2FK8HFoXyVsZfzGpJcknuviQVwzuml-2BUMaYS-2Bx0OofppHDH9bq9oaFb-2FVLqZPv-2BXZTQ6FnHZwR6Bpot0deTofF6Rgdq-2FvI2PjLT-2BA7rk3WgpKkCSCgWrlyYh1NKiNXS-2F3JcsN8beVsWe-2FE0SeYPFL4x66O39miq5OavQAyhVMHYNVD-2BXEiu-2F7iKnYb5SM7N9vKc
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=JATfH2eKb4CLsSfyNiqx5SigiX-2Bn5FA6OWdg-2FNC8OVo-2F0uLKEEWK4wNHgw-2BwoTdk-2BG3WbFiqcb0K-2FK-2FfFxOqPCZW3U-2FXEhTtWGh97mqwciLBJD4uS-2B5RzXCcHJVwZZPhIco5OE-2F7Dwkz35MyRlCOs2ABnf4MmWR7Bi5g2sfMhtnXLXKiI3BS9-2FAzLeWBROYTtQlX_LnethaF6mdJMAeJ-2FtbpzZ-2FakTYpEYM4UYwg-2BV6HOqFA7JPQPAr0SwP4Abn9G9lv2FUXmXxPlXG5IoauXIsbEfNE7AxKpZno2FGQpqgBJ5XqhmT4Dt5Dg09ubwpGtm4Q5rFy5SA5GvxFoZgLFqBcfAWyOCunMVMsxDRj-2FkpbXV7Roc3BgoLTS6n8a0qzuct7UMVki7UUdMCJ0Jek4biu1knhJirGSc9rQtfCRTTDvA70nRT7BVcCAHGEvwjLuNRlgJL3fjSNTA2FGA49TZLUUYTwqCn8IAZ9lPi8RCnnx2CZOPGMQcGcjM49atrs7YxCzSTVzZ692s1byp3hYpQGHI3jwTBWeEoJvg3hl6IjwLU80XkFJ2G02Udb-2BLnksNf0m7jK827gHOy8BmIAY44pg7IKLhze36WaR3cFgeMuhbjk4Rq78Ppc1bnHt3dmnUAR1bAekZXk-2Fboh0PXrAxymvD-2FYDiptXJSWGfbkgQhjBb1vztiomAHwIVq95BAT6G9zStWE8WHkzOR6vmynUSoAzC1yO-2Fs3hx8QD-2BTRm6hxozMzP-2FuiQtGP9mAepGNReUjJ6Q5oQIwkDOMoUIyPTxFrGhUTHn6dhA-2FA1MLky-2Fsa785yUdYuNPjTVpHGCevpBiK-2FK8HFoXyVsZfzGpJcknuviQVwzuml-2BUMaYS-2Bx0OofppHDH9bq9oaFb-2FVLqZPv-2BXZTQ6FnHZwR6Bpot0deTofF6Rgdq-2FvI2PjLT-2BA7rk3WgpKkCSCgWrlyYh1NKiNXS-2F3JcsN8beVsWe-2FE0SeYPFL4x66O39miq5OavQAyhVMHYNVD-2BXEiu-2F7iKnYb5SM7N9vKc
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=JATfH2eKb4CLsSfyNiqx5UCUge5ngCyxMEyXFMfdHP3xzdHW-2FoiVpE9FrLHK4EVrvmNQ4WDORB2uQvQd8wKv1Q-3D-3Daujq_LnethaF6mdJMAeJ-2FtbpzZ-2FakTYpEYM4UYwg-2BV6HOqFA7JPQPAr0SwP4Abn9G9lv2FUXmXxPlXG5IoauXIsbEfNE7AxKpZno2FGQpqgBJ5XqhmT4Dt5Dg09ubwpGtm4Q5rFy5SA5GvxFoZgLFqBcfAWyOCunMVMsxDRj-2FkpbXV7Roc3BgoLTS6n8a0qzuct7UMVki7UUdMCJ0Jek4biu1knhJirGSc9rQtfCRTTDvA70nRT7BVcCAHGEvwjLuNRlgJL3fjSNTA2FGA49TZLUUYTwqCn8IAZ9lPi8RCnnx2CZOPGMQcGcjM49atrs7YxCzSTVzZ692s1byp3hYpQGHI3jwTBWeEoJvg3hl6IjwLU80XkFJ2G02Udb-2BLnksNf0m7jK827gHOy8BmIAY44pg7IKLhze36WaR3cFgeMuhbjk4Rq78Ppc1bnHt3dmnUAR1bAekZXk-2Fboh0PXrAxymvD-2FYDiptXJSWGfbkgQhjBb1vztiomAHwIVq95BAT6G9zStWE8WHkzOR6vmynUSoAzC1yO-2Fs3hx8QD-2BTRm6hxozMzP-2FuiQtGP9mAepGNReUjJ6Q5oQIwkDOMoUIyPTxFrGhXE06YasmgWgLRSMhmRh4SuVnLeMLJY8cACPOgj8d1WxVyHfyx5WCJdVS2zmGR29-2FBuAtDpMwSROI9vASDyvI6KU8YR98vase261T9Lt1hLew5mhElovZgj7AMP0vkgXfsAn8XLmqxitDswWQzE0ABFCXXTShxXs4IVkhWXfqBPTXal7YzzkF2w-2B5593z9vfiNVwt7ND3Uk4izMeN7E0UySLcI5dA3vD8ZOxNWup9gdu
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=JATfH2eKb4CLsSfyNiqx5UCUge5ngCyxMEyXFMfdHP3xzdHW-2FoiVpE9FrLHK4EVrvmNQ4WDORB2uQvQd8wKv1Q-3D-3Daujq_LnethaF6mdJMAeJ-2FtbpzZ-2FakTYpEYM4UYwg-2BV6HOqFA7JPQPAr0SwP4Abn9G9lv2FUXmXxPlXG5IoauXIsbEfNE7AxKpZno2FGQpqgBJ5XqhmT4Dt5Dg09ubwpGtm4Q5rFy5SA5GvxFoZgLFqBcfAWyOCunMVMsxDRj-2FkpbXV7Roc3BgoLTS6n8a0qzuct7UMVki7UUdMCJ0Jek4biu1knhJirGSc9rQtfCRTTDvA70nRT7BVcCAHGEvwjLuNRlgJL3fjSNTA2FGA49TZLUUYTwqCn8IAZ9lPi8RCnnx2CZOPGMQcGcjM49atrs7YxCzSTVzZ692s1byp3hYpQGHI3jwTBWeEoJvg3hl6IjwLU80XkFJ2G02Udb-2BLnksNf0m7jK827gHOy8BmIAY44pg7IKLhze36WaR3cFgeMuhbjk4Rq78Ppc1bnHt3dmnUAR1bAekZXk-2Fboh0PXrAxymvD-2FYDiptXJSWGfbkgQhjBb1vztiomAHwIVq95BAT6G9zStWE8WHkzOR6vmynUSoAzC1yO-2Fs3hx8QD-2BTRm6hxozMzP-2FuiQtGP9mAepGNReUjJ6Q5oQIwkDOMoUIyPTxFrGhXE06YasmgWgLRSMhmRh4SuVnLeMLJY8cACPOgj8d1WxVyHfyx5WCJdVS2zmGR29-2FBuAtDpMwSROI9vASDyvI6KU8YR98vase261T9Lt1hLew5mhElovZgj7AMP0vkgXfsAn8XLmqxitDswWQzE0ABFCXXTShxXs4IVkhWXfqBPTXal7YzzkF2w-2B5593z9vfiNVwt7ND3Uk4izMeN7E0UySLcI5dA3vD8ZOxNWup9gdu
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=JATfH2eKb4CLsSfyNiqx5SKJjPIHXT3-2BVfK2VfKv-2B3ul30n1g-2BhJIpjpZpi5wRahH1HxVGbVX4r8cI8gpVORyMzdKRinE633lPPluEuHuJnHSrO0eHg35t6L-2B1ihCpWmh9Rdj83wBobibpMbQDySPDdEr7rw360u4fGeeeT7eh2vd-2Bch3FEyRbSmLAZiXvicVqDaPyZYSuDcJxU1LP1NUfUaNOZI9uPFCcrrft9aFXU-3DwG5Y_LnethaF6mdJMAeJ-2FtbpzZ-2FakTYpEYM4UYwg-2BV6HOqFA7JPQPAr0SwP4Abn9G9lv2FUXmXxPlXG5IoauXIsbEfNE7AxKpZno2FGQpqgBJ5XqhmT4Dt5Dg09ubwpGtm4Q5rFy5SA5GvxFoZgLFqBcfAWyOCunMVMsxDRj-2FkpbXV7Roc3BgoLTS6n8a0qzuct7UMVki7UUdMCJ0Jek4biu1knhJirGSc9rQtfCRTTDvA70nRT7BVcCAHGEvwjLuNRlgJL3fjSNTA2FGA49TZLUUYTwqCn8IAZ9lPi8RCnnx2CZOPGMQcGcjM49atrs7YxCzSTVzZ692s1byp3hYpQGHI3jwTBWeEoJvg3hl6IjwLU80XkFJ2G02Udb-2BLnksNf0m7jK827gHOy8BmIAY44pg7IKLhze36WaR3cFgeMuhbjk4Rq78Ppc1bnHt3dmnUAR1bAekZXk-2Fboh0PXrAxymvD-2FYDiptXJSWGfbkgQhjBb1vztiomAHwIVq95BAT6G9zStWE8WHkzOR6vmynUSoAzC1yO-2Fs3hx8QD-2BTRm6hxozMzP-2FuiQtGP9mAepGNReUjJ6Q5oQIwkDOMoUIyPTxFrGhSpR7rIxXW3WaXzoPOGUm0KvleecD2HT7tmODbpOS0KuSsK8LzXv0DCpdZ-2Fxarj9vUliNvy6X3M1m-2FxiPqf8QRWH0zIwIo-2BGEvBusJLr-2Bvf0gqPvFUHXQjvWJVWHgCyclTrGbY0R9i9laIcviPQ-2FPgr-2FDmwA-2FKbsU3hnfyXCgNh5GjYh-2BZ-2BF095cEgSdTVB4ChUTdEPkVFJYU8Q7u-2FP9hdzajx3Wvuce6ZqQUvDUASce
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=JATfH2eKb4CLsSfyNiqx5ZLFzdIBFaLkTdadQ9nN-2BZY8UF6I7bJhsIYcWXsSFwgTMDgAbbhBM9iGWFZFaL-2FRpQ-3D-3DkEb-_LnethaF6mdJMAeJ-2FtbpzZ-2FakTYpEYM4UYwg-2BV6HOqFA7JPQPAr0SwP4Abn9G9lv2FUXmXxPlXG5IoauXIsbEfNE7AxKpZno2FGQpqgBJ5XqhmT4Dt5Dg09ubwpGtm4Q5rFy5SA5GvxFoZgLFqBcfAWyOCunMVMsxDRj-2FkpbXV7Roc3BgoLTS6n8a0qzuct7UMVki7UUdMCJ0Jek4biu1knhJirGSc9rQtfCRTTDvA70nRT7BVcCAHGEvwjLuNRlgJL3fjSNTA2FGA49TZLUUYTwqCn8IAZ9lPi8RCnnx2CZOPGMQcGcjM49atrs7YxCzSTVzZ692s1byp3hYpQGHI3jwTBWeEoJvg3hl6IjwLU80XkFJ2G02Udb-2BLnksNf0m7jK827gHOy8BmIAY44pg7IKLhze36WaR3cFgeMuhbjk4Rq78Ppc1bnHt3dmnUAR1bAekZXk-2Fboh0PXrAxymvD-2FYDiptXJSWGfbkgQhjBb1vztiomAHwIVq95BAT6G9zStWE8WHkzOR6vmynUSoAzC1yO-2Fs3hx8QD-2BTRm6hxozMzP-2FuiQtGP9mAepGNReUjJ6Q5oQIwkDOMoUIyPTxFrGhbT1Z6R-2BCqJxw4249fcaMFLFoBpeobInAG-2BGc4DrqVgD8HGpjjI8R4gXisIZL1z39SWn5TF2b9-2FQMd8PWLEb5-2Bwie-2FXcZ6E5thJKha06AKyMHUQIO8mRQrSedNCLmDjHqfTGgLAq3xyWEDUiOq9pMZvjO-2B7An6OKbzKiwN2kpv9lsMjnfIZNWRuFUWnDHz5m5fVhwNSHgDXnjnfkE-2FrYzBPFtrD1XYbPXiYCIBjlSg-2F-2F
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=JATfH2eKb4CLsSfyNiqx5aWSOITuxyS9qJItxDurJ8uEjQMUEsM2fNDF9Dp9SoH8XWZVH0Mkle4lkOWn-2BdcdG0srnhR3RZ0jRgI90Qpe9Ds-3DwD3n_LnethaF6mdJMAeJ-2FtbpzZ-2FakTYpEYM4UYwg-2BV6HOqFA7JPQPAr0SwP4Abn9G9lv2FUXmXxPlXG5IoauXIsbEfNE7AxKpZno2FGQpqgBJ5XqhmT4Dt5Dg09ubwpGtm4Q5rFy5SA5GvxFoZgLFqBcfAWyOCunMVMsxDRj-2FkpbXV7Roc3BgoLTS6n8a0qzuct7UMVki7UUdMCJ0Jek4biu1knhJirGSc9rQtfCRTTDvA70nRT7BVcCAHGEvwjLuNRlgJL3fjSNTA2FGA49TZLUUYTwqCn8IAZ9lPi8RCnnx2CZOPGMQcGcjM49atrs7YxCzSTVzZ692s1byp3hYpQGHI3jwTBWeEoJvg3hl6IjwLU80XkFJ2G02Udb-2BLnksNf0m7jK827gHOy8BmIAY44pg7IKLhze36WaR3cFgeMuhbjk4Rq78Ppc1bnHt3dmnUAR1bAekZXk-2Fboh0PXrAxymvD-2FYDiptXJSWGfbkgQhjBb1vztiomAHwIVq95BAT6G9zStWE8WHkzOR6vmynUSoAzC1yO-2Fs3hx8QD-2BTRm6hxozMzP-2FuiQtGP9mAepGNReUjJ6Q5oQIwkDOMoUIyPTxFrGhYzV77soVthDyyEc5ckQSFJ7Dl9-2B3wXCfgk0YsI0ixvLh7dTCMypZUReecj4FQTrvVauK9pGc-2Bis-2FrbD0BC111dF3aBRv-2BfX35zSboGGwg-2FylAzbJPjU7KsSWWFuOk5XnKC2dLFo1PuRtPv5rXaM94Go7qe3hw4EVr4IaYj9LlzRRHzvORwdLoyc7tpQRH-2B7cOC5WkBfGJiSXFiT7dQvSNA-3D
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=JATfH2eKb4CLsSfyNiqx5aWSOITuxyS9qJItxDurJ8uEjQMUEsM2fNDF9Dp9SoH8tEbi505Dz7IRpMGYPK3-2B6w-3D-3DbIta_LnethaF6mdJMAeJ-2FtbpzZ-2FakTYpEYM4UYwg-2BV6HOqFA7JPQPAr0SwP4Abn9G9lv2FUXmXxPlXG5IoauXIsbEfNE7AxKpZno2FGQpqgBJ5XqhmT4Dt5Dg09ubwpGtm4Q5rFy5SA5GvxFoZgLFqBcfAWyOCunMVMsxDRj-2FkpbXV7Roc3BgoLTS6n8a0qzuct7UMVki7UUdMCJ0Jek4biu1knhJirGSc9rQtfCRTTDvA70nRT7BVcCAHGEvwjLuNRlgJL3fjSNTA2FGA49TZLUUYTwqCn8IAZ9lPi8RCnnx2CZOPGMQcGcjM49atrs7YxCzSTVzZ692s1byp3hYpQGHI3jwTBWeEoJvg3hl6IjwLU80XkFJ2G02Udb-2BLnksNf0m7jK827gHOy8BmIAY44pg7IKLhze36WaR3cFgeMuhbjk4Rq78Ppc1bnHt3dmnUAR1bAekZXk-2Fboh0PXrAxymvD-2FYDiptXJSWGfbkgQhjBb1vztiomAHwIVq95BAT6G9zStWE8WHkzOR6vmynUSoAzC1yO-2Fs3hx8QD-2BTRm6hxozMzP-2FuiQtGP9mAepGNReUjJ6Q5oQIwkDOMoUIyPTxFrGhYZjMtivrcImqAe5q-2Bl7n1n0h8A5eHGTF9qboGyrBZqNhHGIuTLVEoWoJoErSe5MV6-2FHtO4QcprlQG7ui1XXIyu9gSnpODYQquFP86NKKpLRmsPMg-2Fou4vJ8YQtjsP-2B6DdXF-2Fca5pQCht4MoyCi-2FnTDsA-2BeS-2BgeD50P-2BER0yPkLuFiVB8U2qhEj9MdnAD6WzBYmgoTxENN9SKvNqvGruj7k-3D

from devastating democracy, trampling human rights, and destroying our planet.
She is a contributor to the Observatory.

Source: Independent Media Institute

Credit Line: An earlier version of this article first appeared on Truthout and was
produced in partnership with Earth | Food | Life, a project of the Independent
Media Institute.
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