
Issa  Sikiti  Da  Silva  –  Africa’s
Urban  Housing  In  Crisis,  Needs
Greater Care, Massive Investment
moonofsouth.com. Hordes of frustrated residents evicted from buildings and land
they have been occupying illegally, mushrooming of squatter camps (slums) on
the outskirts of cities, middle-aged men and women sleeping rough at bus and
train stations, four or five entire families squeezed in one room or one-bedroom
flat, rent increasing every three months as demand outstrips supply, landlords
asking up to one year of paid rent in advance in countries such as Ghana, Nigeria
and Togo, and rural folks flocking to cities to search for jobs and wondering
where to sleep.

These scenes, including many more not included here, are the realities of Africa, a
continent in full mutation where UN Habitat says 46 cities are now larger than
one million people.

What can be done to deal with this situation? This has become a one-million dollar
question on every policymaker and investor’s lips.

Read more: http://moonofthesouth.com/africas-urban-housing-crisis/
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