
Kaushik  –  Makoko,  A  Floating
Slum In Nigeria
amusingplanet.com. April 2014. The shanty town of Makoko is located on a lagoon
on the edge of the Atlantic Ocean, a stone’s throw from the modern buildings that
make  up  Lagos,  the  biggest  town in  Nigeria  and  the  main  commercial  and
industrial center. In this sprawling slum on the waterfront, adjacent to the 10 km
long Third Mainland Bridge, tens of thousands of people live in rickety wood
houses raised on slits. There are no official census records, but estimates suggest
some 150,000 to 250,000 people live here.
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Makoko used to be a small fishing village built by fishermen who came from Benin
to make money more than a hundred years ago, before it grew into an illegally
constructed one-square-kilometer urban settlement. The population now consists
mainly of migrant workers from West African countries, trying to make a living in
Nigeria. The oily black water is no longer suitable for fishing; it emits a pungent
smell, and a thick layer of white scum gathers around the shack stilts.

Read more: http://www.amusingplanet.com/makoko- slum-in-nigeria.html
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