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theguardian.com. August, 5, 2013. Slums in India have grabbed the attention of
activists, journalists and humanitarians for decades. And as urbanisation in India
surges,  living conditions  in  these poor  areas  within  megacities  have become
increasingly dire. New slums have emerged on the outer rings of older ones,
resulting in situations like the one in Mumbai’s Dharavi where its one million
people now sit on what many Indian leaders regard as prime real estate.

Having spent time in some of the slums of Mumbai and Delhi earlier this year, I
found it was easy to focus on the jarring first impressions: the overcrowding, filth
and poverty. But peel back the harsh veneer and one sees the budding social
enterprises that thrive in Mumbai’s M Ward and Delhi’s Holumbi Khurd. New
business  models  from large  and  small  firms  alike  that  foster  jobs,  conserve
resources and inspire innovation thrive within these neighbourhoods. The scarcity
of resources like water and energy force residents to become creative, thrifty and
share with their neighbours.

Read more:http://www.theguardian.com/social-enterprise-india-slums?
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