
Neoliberal  Fascism  Is  Now  The
Dominant Ideology In The United
States Of America
11-09-2024 ~ The formation of a united front against this far-right realignment is
more important and urgent than ever before.

It’s official. Neoliberal fascism has become mainstream in the United States.

C.J. Polychroniou

This is the only rational conclusion that one can draw from Trump’s decisive
victory in the 2024 election. Indeed, Trump’s historic victory (which includes
leading the GOP to a much larger-than-expected Senate majority and potentially
in control of the House) has changed the nature of the Republican Party and
shifted the center of gravity in U.S. politics in such earth-shattering fashion that it
has led to the actual collapse of the Democratic Party.

Neoliberal  fascism is  now the dominant politico-ideological  orientation in the
United States and its dire consequences will undoubtedly be felt for years to come
both inside the country and across the world. In this context, the formation of a
united front against fascism is more important and urgent than ever before.

Under the leadership of Donald Trump, a political movement has been born that
encompasses  different  major  coalitions  (working-class  voters,  women  [whose
share of support for Trump, ironically enough, went up by 2 percentage points
from the last election],  Christian fundamentalists,  minorities [Black, Hispanic,
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Asian voters] and youth [though largely white and conservative], and the ultra-
wealthy) all of whom have been drawn to the “America First” slogan.

As such, the followers of Trump’s movement are apparently enthused by the idea
of witnessing the radical restructuring of the federal government (the shrinking of
government  agencies  accompanied  by  the  expansion  of  the  powers  of  the
presidency)  and retribution for  the great  leader’s  political  enemies;  they are
apparently in favor of rolling back civil and human rights and in approval of “law
and order” politics which includes, among other things, militarizing the police and
carrying out a militarist plan to deport millions of undocumented immigrants and
banning sanctuary cities; they are apparently in support of a political agenda that
targets climate change and curtails measures that protect the environment; and
they are apparently in approval of massive tariffs on all  imports as a tool of
economic competition and tax cuts to benefit the rich.

The GOP is now Trump’s party, and it is fascistic. It was a fallacy all along on the
part of many Democrats to think that MAGA Republicans were a minority within
the GOP. Kamala Harris exhibited anything but political savviness by going after
wavering Republicans,  flip flopping on key issues,  and ignoring the needs of
working-class people. Thus, as Bernie Sanders aptly put it, “It should come as no
great surprise that a Democratic Party which has abandoned working class people
would find that the working class has abandoned them.”

The Democrats  should  have learned from the  mistakes  of  Social  Democratic
parties  in  Europe,  which  abandoned  working  class  people  and  subsequently
opened the door to authoritarian populist leaders who promised voters fed up
with neoliberal policies a return to a “golden age” of economic independence,
national identity and traditional social values. But they didn’t because Democrats
have become the party of Wall Street and jet-setting celebrities.

The question now facing progressive and radical forces in the US is what to do
next.  Questions over political  identity,  vision and strategy ought to dominate
public discussions in the weeks and months ahead. A united front against Trump
must be formed in order to curtail the scope of his neoliberal fascist plans. As
things stand, there are virtually no checks on Trump in his second term. And he
cones into office armed with a Supreme Court ruling that grants the president
immunity from prosecution for criminal acts committed while in office.
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Dark times lie ahead. Many of those who voted for Trump will come to regret
their choice, but that’s of little consolation now to the rest of society. Now it’s up
to the rest of us to become more involved ever more passionately in pedagogical
projects and political struggles that would build walls of resistance against a
fascist takeover in the US. The fascist threat is real, and the Democratic Party
bears much responsibility for democracy’s imminent demise.

The country  needs  a  new vision  and new politics.  A  powerful  popular  mass
political response is urgently needed. It can happen. It must happen. The time to
get organized in a much more serious and effective way is now.
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