New World, New Hope: The
Struggle For A Free Western
Sahara Continues
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06-27-2024 ~ The Sahrawi freedom movement Polisario continues the armed
struggle against Morocco, which uses Israeli spyware and lures the West with
trade opportunities to turn a blind eye to the occupation of Western Sahara. Many
Sahrawis see new hope in a new multipolar world order that is not dominated by
the United States and the West.

Life under occupation is a constant struggle. This is continually expressed at the
international media conference in a refugee camp in Western Sahara. The
conference takes place from May 1-5 and is organized by the Sahrawi Union of
Journalists and Writers (UPES).

Western Sahara is occupied by Morocco, a country where King Muhammad VI has
full control over Morocco’s armed forces, judiciary, and all foreign policy.

In Western Sahara, the Moroccan monarchy violates the human rights of the
Sahrawi people. Children suffer from malnutrition, journalists are thrown in
prison, and international observers are denied access to the occupied territories.

Morocco’s colonization of Western Sahara has been going on since 1975;
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however, the occupation receives little attention from the international
community. Through the occupation, Morocco offers trade opportunities to
Western companies while the Moroccan intelligence service uses Israeli spyware
to monitor the Sahrawis.

But the revolutionary Sahrawi freedom movement—Polisario Front—is not giving
up: In 2020, Polisario resumed its armed struggle against Morocco. The Sahrawis
hope that a new world order, not dominated by the West, will open up new
possibilities in the fight for a free and independent Western Sahara.

Occupied Land

The media conference takes place in Wilayah of Bojador, one of five Sahrawi
refugee camps located in Algeria on the border with Western Sahara. Algeria has
given the area to Polisario, which administers the refugee camps.

Thus, you could say that Western Sahara is divided into three areas. There are the
occupied territories of Western Sahara, where Morocco is in power. There are the
liberated areas of Western Sahara, where Polisario is in power. And then there
are the refugee camps in Algeria, where Polisario is also in power.

People may have traveled from all over the world to attend the media conference.
However, it is the participants from the occupied territories of Western Sahara
who receive the most acclaim at the opening of the various debates. This is due to
the harsh living conditions in the occupied territories.

“Today, many children suffer from malnutrition due to the occupation,” says
Buhubeini Yahya, head of the non-governmental organization (NGO) Sahrawi Red
Crescent (SRC), which operates in the occupied territories.

Problems with malnutrition are partly due to the fact that Morocco currently
blocks Polisario’s access to the occupied territories, making the freedom
movement unable to deliver humanitarian assistance to the local population.

Journalists and Activists
Sahrawi journalists—who want to cover malnutrition among children in the
occupied territories, for example—are doing a job that can cost them dearly.

Bhakha*, who works as a journalist in the territories, knows this.
“My colleagues and I are trying to expose Morocco’s crimes. But several have



been arrested, some have received 27 years in prison,” Bhakha says from the
stage.

“Moroccan police kidnap journalists and confiscate our phones and cameras.
Media people are having their bank accounts blocked and our websites are being
cyberattacked,” he continues.

Bhakha says that in the occupied territories, Morocco is cracking down on
activists who organize demonstrations and speak out against the occupation.
According to him, activists have been “thrown off tall buildings” as punishment
for protesting.

“The Moroccan authorities have intensified their spate of violations against pro-
independence Sahrawi activists through ill-treatment, arrests, detentions, and
harassment in an attempt to silence or punish them,” the NGO Amnesty
International wrote in 2021.

In eight months, Amnesty had recorded “seven cases of torture or other ill-
treatment, three house raids, two de facto house arrests and nine cases of arrests,
detentions and harassment of individuals in relation to their peaceful exercise of
their freedom of expression and assembly.”

Tough Prisons

Sukina can’t hold back the tears. She is attending the media conference to talk
about her brother Hussein, an activist from the occupied territories who has been
thrown in prison for speaking out in favor of independence for Western Sahara.

“I find it very difficult to talk about how much my brother is suffering in prison,”
says Sukina.

Next to Sukina is journalist Mustaffa, who himself was locked up in a Moroccan
prison as a political prisoner because he reported on the Moroccan occupation.
Mustaffa describes a harsh prison system where inmates live in “miserable
conditions” with many diseases circulating.

According to Prison Insider, a prison information platform, human rights

organizations are concerned about Morocco’s “massive use of torture and ill-
treatment of prisoners in Morocco and Western Sahara, where political prisoners
are numerous and are particularly vulnerable.”

Sukina says that her family has to go through a lot to even see her brother
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Hussein in the Moroccan prison where he is being held. Just getting to the prison
can take more than a day.

“The prison is many kilometers away from my family’s home. We have been forced
to walk so far that my mother is now suffering from a kidney disease. There is
nowhere near the prison where we can stay overnight. We have to go back and
forth on the same day,” she says.

Sukina continues, “Once we get there, it is not at all certain that the Moroccan
prison guards will even let us see my brother. They have rejected us several times
with mocking remarks.”

“And when they do let us meet with Hussein, it is always too short a meeting
[and] under the supervision of the prison guards. My brother is not allowed to say
a word about the conditions in the prison,” Sukina sighs.

Money Talks

At the media conference in the refugee camp, many local participants express
frustration that the international community generally turns a blind eye to
Morocco’s occupation of Western Sahara.

According to several experts on stage, the lack of focus is due to Morocco offering
Western companies access to natural resources and other commercial
opportunities in the occupied territories.

Here, European companies are involved—through imports, exports, or the
provision of technical services—in phosphate mining, wind power projects,
agriculture, and fishing.

The economic exploitation of Western Sahara without the consent of the Sahrawi
people is in violation of international law. The Sahrawis have not accepted the
economic activities in the occupied territories and do not receive a share of the
profits.

In 2017, the Danish shipping companies Ultrabulk and Clipper were caught in a
political crossfire when it emerged that the shipping companies were shipping
cargo from occupied Western Sahara. Anders Samuelsen, then the Danish foreign
minister from the neoliberal party Liberal Alliance, refused to intervene.

In this way, Western companies and governments are helping to maintain the
Moroccan occupation of Western Sahara.

Connections to Israel
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During the conference, there are repeated expressions of support for the
Palestinians who are currently suffering from Israel’s genocide. All participants
stand up and observe a minute of silence in solidarity with Palestine.

In this way, one occupied people shows solidarity with another. The Sahrawis and
the Palestinians are fighting against their respective occupying powers, who are
collaborating with each other.

In December 2020, a month before his presidential term expired, Donald Trump
declared that the United States now considered all of Western Sahara to be part
of Moroccan territory. This is one of the decisions that current U.S. President Joe
Biden has chosen not to change.

In exchange for the declaration, the United States demanded that Morocco
establish diplomatic relations with Israel. Today, Morocco recognizes Israel as a
state and Israel recognizes Morocco’s sovereignty over Western Sahara.

It has also come to light that Morocco is using the Israeli spyware Pegasus to spy
on Sahrawi human rights activists.

“Morocco uses Pegasus against all content related to Western Sahara,” says
Hamada Salma, Minister of Information of Western Sahara.

Armed Struggle Resumed
Although most of the world ignores Morocco’s oppression of the Sahrawis, the
Sahrawis have not given up.

In 2020, the revolutionary freedom movement Polisario decided to resume its
armed struggle against Morocco.

This happened after Morocco broke a long-standing ceasefire dating back to
1991. The ceasefire between Polisario and Morocco was initiated by the UN.
The ceasefire was based on an agreement that the UN would organize a
referendum where the Sahrawis would vote on whether they wanted an
independent Western Sahara or a Western Sahara integrated into Morocco.

Twenty-nine years later, the referendum had not materialized. And when Morocco
broke the ceasefire on November 13, 2020, by launching a military mission
against peaceful protesters, Polisario decided to resume the armed struggle.
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During the media conference, Polisario soldier Barak Mamir talks about the
armed resistance against Morocco. In different regions, the Polisario is attacking
Moroccan forces along the “Wall of Shame,” a 2,700-kilometer fortification built
by Morocco across Western Sahara.

“Since November 13, 2020, we have carried out a total of 3,500 attacks,” says
Barak Mamir.

Affecting the Economy

According to Barak Mamir, Polisario’s attacks against Morocco’s military have
had a significant effect on the Moroccan economy.

“As a result of our attacks, Morocco has been forced to double its military budget.
This means that the price of basic necessities for the average Moroccan has
increased significantly,” he says.

In 2023, the pan-African news network Africanews reported that the price of
vegetables in Moroccan markets was “almost as expensive as in some French
supermarkets,” even though the minimum wage in France was five times higher
than in Morocco.

“The Moroccan regime is doing everything it can to keep the cost of the conflict
out of the public eye,” says Barak Mimir from the stage.

This also applies when Moroccan soldiers fall in battle.

Fighting for Freedom
“When a family in Morocco is informed that their son has been killed in action,
they are told not to post anything about it on social media,” says Barak Mimir.

According to him, several Moroccan soldiers have also been prosecuted for
choosing to flee instead of fighting the Polisario. Dozens of Moroccan soldiers
have even left the military in opposition to the Moroccan monarchy.

This has happened even though the Moroccan military is armed with state-of-the-
art military technology such as drones.

A Polisario soldier explains that there are significant differences between
Moroccan and Sahrawi soldiers:

“The soldiers from Western Sahara know the country, and we fight for the
freedom of our people. Moroccan soldiers, on the other hand, have not chosen to
fight but have been forced to do so as part of their job.”
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According to the soldier, this is one of the reasons why Polisario has managed to
break through the Wall of Shame, which is divided into a series of lines: barbed
wire, dogs, a moat, the wall itself, 150,000 soldiers and 8 million landmines.

In one of the refugee camps is the Museum of Resistance, where visitors can see
several of the tanks, artillery systems, and other weapons that Polisario soldiers
have managed to take from the Moroccan army after breaking through the wall.

New World, New Hope

But for a revolutionary freedom movement, fighting against a Moroccan military
power armed with modern weapons that have primarily been produced in the
West is no walk in the park. Many Sahrawis have fallen in battle.

It’s not that the Sahrawis want war either. The goal is to be able to live in an
independent and peaceful Western Sahara, it is repeated several times at the
media conference.

The new multipolar world order, where non-Western powers have more and more
say, is seen by several participants at the conference as a positive development
that can open the door for the liberation of Western Sahara.

Morocco has historically benefited from the unipolar world order, which for
decades after the end of the Cold War in 1991 was dominated by the United
States. This allowed Morocco to occupy Western Sahara without consequences.

But now a new world order is emerging, and it is making its presence felt in
Western Sahara’s neighborhood. Countries like Niger, Mali, and Burkina Faso
have thrown out Western soldiers from the United States and France,
respectively, to strengthen cooperation with Russia.

“New powers are emerging, more different countries are rising up. The multipolar
world, where the U.S. does not dominate, will strengthen Western Sahara’s
struggle for liberation,” says Syrian Mahmoud Al-Saleh, chairman of the Arab
Committee of Solidarity with the Sahrawi People.

A Sahrawi journalist says that Polisario’s struggle against the Moroccan
occupation is receiving better coverage in non-Western media such as Russia
Today, a state-owned Russian media that is also participating in this media
conference.



“There is a long way to go before the international community becomes objective.
If you only had access to Western media, the world would see us as terrorists,”
says the journalist.

*Disclaimer: Some conference participants are referred to by first name only and
names in the article may not be spelled correctly.
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