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Over the past year, scenes of civil unrest
have played out in the deteriorating inner-
r ing  suburb  of  Ferguson  and  the
traditional  urban  ghetto  of  inner-city
Baltimore.  The proximate cause of  these
conflicts  has  been  brutal  interactions
between police and unarmed black men,
leading  to  protests  that  include  violent
confrontations with police,  but no single
incident can explain the full extent of the

protesters’ rage and frustration. The riots and protests—which have occurred in
racially-segregated,  high-poverty  neighborhoods,  bringing  back  images  of  the
“long, hot summers” of the 1960s—have sparked a national conversation about
race, violence, and policing that is long overdue.

Something important, however, is being left out of this conversation: namely, that
we are witnessing a nationwide return of concentrated poverty that is racial in
nature, and that this expansion and continued existence of high-poverty ghettos
and barrios is no accident. These neighborhoods are not the value-free outcome of
the impartial workings of the housing market. Rather, in large measure, they are
the inevitable and predictable consequences of deliberate policy choices.

 

Read more: http://apps.tcf.org/architecture-of-segregation
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