Professor AbdouMaliq Simone -
Urban Dwellers And The Changing
City

Steal away, steal away home, I ain’t got long to stay here

Many of today’s urban dwellers often face sorrow with the loss of their homes,
work and everyday life. Similar to the plantations that used African slaves, the
spread of contemporary mega-developments continues to expand standardised
social and economical interactions without really changing their form or function.
At the same time, efforts made by residents in major cities of the world, such as
Sao Paolo, Jakarta, Mexico City, or Delhi, reveal what the city has largely been all
along - a place where materials can be taken out of their usual contexts, uses, and
meanings, then pieced together to produce unforeseen and not readily
controllable outcomes.

Through this Knowledge Works lecture Professor AbdouMaliq Simone will
examine the urban processes of various modern cities highlighting how they
function and how they create specific ways of existing, thinking, seeing, claiming,
affecting, informing, and making that are bound to no one, yet bound everyone.

Sorrow thus becomes the tactic: belong nowhere and everywhere.

Professor AbdouMaliq Simone is an urbanist with a particular interest in
emerging forms of social and economic intersection across diverse trajectories of
change for cities in the Global South.
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