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souriahouria.com. April 2014. The Syrian socio-economic history can be divided
into three phases. The first phase was that of the bourgeoisie. This stage extends
from the beginning of independence from the French colonial rule to the end of
the 1950s, at the time of unity with Egypt.

During this phase, the urban wealthy elite controlled Syria, and its power was
derived from its wide network of properties in the vast countryside of Syria, which
covered more than a quarter of the total population of the country.

The targeted economy was the second stage in the history of modern Syria. It
extended throughout the three decades that followed the beginning of the era of
unity with Egypt. State institutions expanded during this stage, and through these
institutions the bureaucratic elite dominated economic public life. Many Syrians
moved to rural towns and villages in this stage. Cities housed nearly a third of the
country’s population, as many of the young men with higher levels of education
and those in need of a higher degree of services moved to the cities.

Read more: http://souriahouria.com/slumsthe-syrian-observer/
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