
Sriram Ramgopal – Slums in India
The definition of “slum” varies from country to country. In India, each state
has its own definition of slum. The National Definition of ‘Slum areas’ was set

by the Slum Areas Improvement and Clearance act of 1956.1 It defines them as
places where buildings:
– are in any respect unfit for human habitation;
– are by reason of dilapidation, overcrowding, faulty arrangement and design of
such buildings, narrowness or faulty arrangement of streets, lack of ventilation,
light,  sanitation  facilities  or  any  combination  of  these  factors  which  are
detrimental  to  safety,  health  and  morals.

The  Census  of  India  defines  a  slum as  “a  compact  area  of  at  least  300  in
population or about 60-70 households of poorly built, congested tenements in an
unhygienic  environment  usually  with  inadequate  infrastructure  and  lacking
proper  sanitary  and  drinking  water  facilities.”
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