Online Journal: The Age Of Zinc

What is the age of Zinc?

Mjondolos, favelas, ghettoes, slums. Neighborhood to
neighborhood, city to city, country to country. Such is the
increasingly urban reality all over the world. The people in
these neighborhoods are pioneers. Blazing new trails to
access greater opportunity for their families, they are
building new kinds of cities. Still, every day, recent arrivals
in cities come face-to-face with severe exclusion from economies and services.
This may be an age of technology and progress for some. For the one-seventh of
the world that now lives in urban slums, it is both something more and something
less: the age of zinc.

The urban pioneers are not just changing the face of the cities that they inhabit.
They are also building new kinds of institutions and social arrangements that are
changing us all. Cities and the urbanization of exclusion and poverty are
producing new challenges to the way we think, govern, and live. This is a running
journal of photography, storytelling, and assorted impressions of these
phenomena.

Policy-makers, planners, academics, and other professionals, tend to see cities
from the perspective of the “formal” world. These are cities where land
occupation and employment is recognized by the law, methods of architecture fit
into prescribed theories, and political and social organization is geared towards
the primacy of either official government or official business institutions.

This journal is a discussion that attempts to see cities from the perspective of the
“informal” world. The nature of both exclusion and innovation when the veneer of
the “formal” is stripped away, can introduce us to new ways of thinking and
acting. The biggest producers of low-income urban housing in the developing
world are not government or private businesses, but the urban poor themselves.
One billion people now live in slums, in a world with a world population that is
more than 50% urban. The people in these slums face the attendant challenges of
lack of access to water, sanitation, and public amenities. Yet they also comprise
the economic, social, and political foundations upon which the cities of the Global
South are being built. Though the “formal” world fails the urban poor on a
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continuous basis, the “informal” generates the solutions that point the way to a
new kind of urban future.

Read more: http://ageofzinc.com/
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