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10-13-2024 ~ Protecting the Earth’s oceans is problematic when profit is the
leading concern.

In response to the increasing global demand for resources and the economic
pursuits that come with it, attention on the world’s oceans continues to grow. But
how should marine resources be properly managed? The blue economy is the
umbrella term that looks at the planet’s oceans from an economic perspective and
refers to the sustainable use of ocean resources for economic growth, improved
livelihoods, and jobs while preserving the health of ocean ecosystems.

On one side of  the coin are the exploitative activities and economic sectors,
including fisheries, aquaculture, maritime transport, tourism, offshore renewable
energy like  wind and tidal  power,  and biotechnology.  On the other  side are
marine conservation efforts.

Global  platforms  like  the  United  Nations,  the  World  Bank,  the  European
Commission, the Commonwealth of Nations, and the Center for the Blue Economy
have called for oceanic sustainability efforts.

In March 2024, the United Nations Environmental Assembly adopted a resolution
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on “strengthening ocean efforts to tackle climate change, marine biodiversity loss
and pollution.” A press release issued by the European Commission after the
session stated, “By submitting and negotiating the resolution, the European Union
and its Member States reiterated their determination to play a leading role in
protecting, conserving, restoring, and sustainably utilizing the world’s oceans.”

The concept of the blue economy is rooted in the recognition that the oceans are
vital to human well-being and the global economy. Still, they are also threatened
by overexploitation, pollution, and climate change. Therefore, the blue economy
seeks to balance economic development with the need to protect and restore the
ocean environment, ensuring that future generations can enjoy marine resources.

Fundamental principles of the blue economy include:

Sustainability: Ensuring ocean-related activities do not deplete resources or harm
the environment.

Inclusive Growth: Promoting economic activities that benefit local communities
and alleviate poverty.

Innovation: Encouraging the development of new technologies and practices that
enhance productivity and sustainability in using ocean resources.

Governance:  Implementing  effective  policies,  regulations,  and  international
cooperation  to  manage  ocean  resources  responsibly.

The blue economy is increasingly seen as a crucial component of global efforts to
achieve  sustainable  development  and  address  climate  change,  particularly  in
coastal and island nations heavily dependent on marine resources.

Challenges in Defining the Blue Economy
There is no consensus on the definition of “blue economy.” The term generally
refers  to  the  purportedly  “sustainable”  economic  activities  associated  with
oceans, seas, and coastal waters. Yet, that’s where consensus on the concept
breaks down. The blue economy requires a clear, widely agreed-upon definition
before it can be applied appropriately.

The World Bank defines  the blue economy as  the “sustainable  use of  ocean
resources  for  economic  growth,  improved  livelihoods  and  jobs,  and  ocean
ecosystem  health.”  The  European  Commission  defines  it  as  “[a]ll  economic
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activities  related  to  oceans,  seas,  and  coasts.  [It]  covers  a  wide  range  of
interlinked established and emerging sectors.”

According  to  the  United  Nations,  the  blue  economy  “comprises  a  range  of
economic sectors and related policies that together determine whether the use of
ocean resources is sustainable” while emphasizing the need to protect life below
the water. The Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)
stated that the blue economy applies to industries with “a direct or indirect link to
the ocean, such as marine energy, ports, shipping, coastal protection, and seafood
production.”  The  World  Wildlife  Fund  acknowledges  that  there  is  no  widely
accepted definition.

Defining the blue economy is much more than semantics. Some people mistakenly
believe that it  has been intended to benefit  capitalism. This is  a widespread
phenomenon and is not just limited to corporations. In some ways, it is similar to
the misconceptions that arose from using the term green economy.

People who live far from the ocean may not fully grasp how much humans rely on
the ocean for survival, including regulating climate, providing food sources, and
generating oxygen, even if they don’t directly access it for daily needs. This can
lead to a view of the blue economy as simply supporting coastal transportation,
recreational  activities,  or  ecotourism.  However,  the  U.S.  Environmental
Protection Agency states, “Approximately half a billion people globally depend on
coral reef ecosystems for food, coastal protection, and income from tourism and
fisheries.”  And yet,  coral  reefs  are  dying  at  an  alarming rate  due  to  ocean
acidification  fueled  by  the  climate  crisis.  They  are  also  being  destroyed  by
harmful  coastal  development—development  that  could  be  part  of  the  blue
economy.

Development or Destruction?
The United Nations affirmed that the blue economy would assist in achieving the
Sustainable Development Goals—especially  Goal  14,  “Life Below Water.”  This
triggered  a  rapid  expansion  across  all  facets  of  the  blue  economy,  with
projections suggesting this trend would persist.

Marine economic activities  include fisheries,  aquaculture,  maritime transport,
coastal renewable energy, seabed mining, bioprospecting, marine biotechnology,
and waterborne tourism. These activities harm marine health to some degree and

https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.irwnA1ZB8N-2BHNL3jUmYY-2BBPvR-2FxT5x-2Bgb7BZIv-2BxRmaBsjd8sAddoVwP-2BPzg4AW02v0hmG4pRXnkDuT9-2B4K2BUsga4oTZuqsIm5wsteC9uZlvHGp346TmMbBiRX9UXBjcmDX_NTfd1z6-2FLsfsfrCw9ZfxeiYx-2BihpdECsklLSWlCcjpNIgQCPyZvj9-2B06hadgXc4woms-2F193gNYmE0KXSwE3G-2BAnAQex19lXCIN959wag1XPPtRmZlNbxIz-2FDumZuFA65UaTVzznhRPxYUJ3fNqPAwR3r22Xa3jhSQpmOmANhryhbWBW-2FNfoCDqP3IqRTTffPytYm6-2B1o4F9qDfW3GV4qasorbr3bex5dQwM3kubmArqPgH91VDu-2FQKDRTjt7-2FGZCJtWMUoKm2vq-2FOfHjmD1sAsEaO7Xxc2zvFxW4yDZUIxZ0ZyuPiHhUQSQ5J7W7zSyEDVX-2BxbQCktZ2qKVK6cUO5gpevZ8jo5-2B6n-2F-2B3pfAxbQ52znIgJVl-2FuYJ-2BPMQg5Ouei74xvVOsF8vYmg8kYD7VwdpNLEj82GVZoKQOWw6s9aUhfegARI9m-2FcTfgLHPu7BnySrnmQciGpgwZFhkXk0xnP0gwnCfZpSwio6e9VruUK8loE5Hpvn0HIwNc9MDTnRxqMASZPoJEpQOXqJTMv8s5dNBkt9zCpZvrN1y-2BUN34rBa6dIEz6ubG62VCz-2FSiSQqS9dZR88Dq-2BT-2FFzQjNjs8VpvSIBfq3PqCgmnGND0Wa6OFZmxW3rquvnU89aSo7LVs-2FurkbutgWRi4c-2FVuUat-2Bf2rdZfOwTOP6ukhOfqtmRaA3nxjRoCCggeV8ar-2BWnKBLfM863RyXTFTznkPIfNwEDHsgbUNE1cfB7r2o-2FuVrOEkD6Oj5eP-2F0s8zQ1wutjrN1cXPKTAKH7uSW4vLW-2B6Kkwd8ypPocSrnSh9nVexg-2FyzOLOvAIecNkRNgIIQcx3Pcq2c9Ru36JqQJI9eaQcV2WeXqogfSrRTXk7kOgdWjkcU8-3D
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.irwnA1ZB8N-2BHNL3jUmYY-2BIwBbl1xS9NBlkru2T7pUJT07mu4qfxWfribKmsEC7uQtuB0X5eRRRl8NBBYNAJ77GGkip4l26xTH2HTbTpqCIZC0G2wC3L9BprrcYJ1BRYwt-2BTLQHkrq5fyOlhtBuT0-2Fg-3D-3Db_Cr_NTfd1z6-2FLsfsfrCw9ZfxeiYx-2BihpdECsklLSWlCcjpNIgQCPyZvj9-2B06hadgXc4woms-2F193gNYmE0KXSwE3G-2BAnAQex19lXCIN959wag1XPPtRmZlNbxIz-2FDumZuFA65UaTVzznhRPxYUJ3fNqPAwR3r22Xa3jhSQpmOmANhryhbWBW-2FNfoCDqP3IqRTTffPytYm6-2B1o4F9qDfW3GV4qasorbr3bex5dQwM3kubmArqPgH91VDu-2FQKDRTjt7-2FGZCJtWMUoKm2vq-2FOfHjmD1sAsEaO7Xxc2zvFxW4yDZUIxZ0ZyuPiHhUQSQ5J7W7zSyEDVX-2BxbQCktZ2qKVK6cUO5gpevZ8jo5-2B6n-2F-2B3pfAxbQ52znIgJVl-2FuYJ-2BPMQg5Ouei74xvVOsF8vYmg8kYD7VwdpNLEj82GVZoKQOWw6s9aUhfegARI9m-2FcTfgLHPu7BnySrnmQciGpgwZFhkXk0xnP0gwnCfZpSwio6e9VruUK8loE5Hpvn0HIwNc9MDTnRxqMASZPoJEpQOXqJTMv8s5dNBkt9zCpZvrN1y-2BUN34rBa6dIEz6ubG62VCz-2FSiSQqS9dZR88Dq-2BT-2FFzQjNjs8VpvSIBfq3PqCgmnGND0Wa6OFZmxW3rquvnU89aSo7LVsF1LnbEulUyRCi1n0H6Z5cHaOuYd8GWCgtt2v8Ery0bgAr0HeMNZ0jPiZGiS5ezFmEswZBnE-2FvlXC64N-2BQWzBoKW4-2Bljn0-2FtgIlTLREfq5BefioeVHXys1Gme3gxZjDnes1iwRUH9UnVQZ3vuGomPzS5-2Bvn19NQpnEXhF5FFNIt0qNigKdfYo4D9QBsVvlyGUh4OTlFKEWIfG3g7drxYKEiv5TQY9PLBzCxtiBrw-2F-2BjM-3D
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.irwnA1ZB8N-2BHNL3jUmYY-2BI-2BEqQvUbFWoCtd8Wj4DJ34MHPVDkMGjmbovw5duDO8TWU9L-2FG9I8tzD2hwId3KJMA-3D-3D-AVc_NTfd1z6-2FLsfsfrCw9ZfxeiYx-2BihpdECsklLSWlCcjpNIgQCPyZvj9-2B06hadgXc4woms-2F193gNYmE0KXSwE3G-2BAnAQex19lXCIN959wag1XPPtRmZlNbxIz-2FDumZuFA65UaTVzznhRPxYUJ3fNqPAwR3r22Xa3jhSQpmOmANhryhbWBW-2FNfoCDqP3IqRTTffPytYm6-2B1o4F9qDfW3GV4qasorbr3bex5dQwM3kubmArqPgH91VDu-2FQKDRTjt7-2FGZCJtWMUoKm2vq-2FOfHjmD1sAsEaO7Xxc2zvFxW4yDZUIxZ0ZyuPiHhUQSQ5J7W7zSyEDVX-2BxbQCktZ2qKVK6cUO5gpevZ8jo5-2B6n-2F-2B3pfAxbQ52znIgJVl-2FuYJ-2BPMQg5Ouei74xvVOsF8vYmg8kYD7VwdpNLEj82GVZoKQOWw6s9aUhfegARI9m-2FcTfgLHPu7BnySrnmQciGpgwZFhkXk0xnP0gwnCfZpSwio6e9VruUK8loE5Hpvn0HIwNc9MDTnRxqMASZPoJEpQOXqJTMv8s5dNBkt9zCpZvrN1y-2BUN34rBa6dIEz6ubG62VCz-2FSiSQqS9dZR88Dq-2BT-2FFzQjNjs8VpvSIBfq3PqCgmnGND0Wa6OFZmxW3rquvnU89aSo7LVsF1LnbEulUyRCi1n0H6Z5cBctdlOhscvGLK12P4ekATYSEh-2BaaW-2BX5sXxmH9zlg8hs-2FgjyW4Yx-2B6tf24E-2FwTIokxxuvcxGc5-2Bl-2FsBZTbP6pBCBGSomOS31xjcXza3YzKDK2S66NvYX4aDAfFXQfidHJN5RBc5VVHEIMK2gkqiiTE9NBX-2F2-2B106PXhXpwnkkQg2c7SSA1NrC-2FepZaY5KLHcgCXgOXbPgOXZyNz-2BQWu-2BJw-3D
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.irwnA1ZB8N-2BHNL3jUmYY-2BLf2n9nPbmMoyT4P8Sb9jTH6sGLZwc2jf92dmLOFFOaqPISF_NTfd1z6-2FLsfsfrCw9ZfxeiYx-2BihpdECsklLSWlCcjpNIgQCPyZvj9-2B06hadgXc4woms-2F193gNYmE0KXSwE3G-2BAnAQex19lXCIN959wag1XPPtRmZlNbxIz-2FDumZuFA65UaTVzznhRPxYUJ3fNqPAwR3r22Xa3jhSQpmOmANhryhbWBW-2FNfoCDqP3IqRTTffPytYm6-2B1o4F9qDfW3GV4qasorbr3bex5dQwM3kubmArqPgH91VDu-2FQKDRTjt7-2FGZCJtWMUoKm2vq-2FOfHjmD1sAsEaO7Xxc2zvFxW4yDZUIxZ0ZyuPiHhUQSQ5J7W7zSyEDVX-2BxbQCktZ2qKVK6cUO5gpevZ8jo5-2B6n-2F-2B3pfAxbQ52znIgJVl-2FuYJ-2BPMQg5Ouei74xvVOsF8vYmg8kYD7VwdpNLEj82GVZoKQOWw6s9aUhfegARI9m-2FcTfgLHPu7BnySrnmQciGpgwZFhkXk0xnP0gwnCfZpSwio6e9VruUK8loE5Hpvn0HIwNc9MDTnRxqMASZPoJEpQOXqJTMv8s5dNBkt9zCpZvrN1y-2BUN34rBa6dIEz6ubG62VCz-2FSiSQqS9dZR88Dq-2BT-2FFzQjNjs8VpvSIBfq3PqCgmnGND0Wa6OFZmxW3rquvnU89aSo7LVsF1LnbEulUyRCi1n0H6Z5cL9KlhbCIcJevm8xq-2FZHCgLID9e-2Bk4l6WiV0JYgmoq9Cd-2Bb-2FXZSVkSg67pz1DFFIrlcEQNYN-2Bx-2B2a9d4bABweyObghrOtaArfhvk24dtEBhVDgHFio0kUNKKN5XF1EMxdFljakfqHXyP1mwrVcJQ8YByE3jMqzFcFIl-2FAoJKEeWwjQspmGP-2FcptBiaGrPCitlXSBn-2FSZPf4b1H1CM9uTmi4-3D
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.irwnA1ZB8N-2BHNL3jUmYY-2BLf2n9nPbmMoyT4P8Sb9jTH6sGLZwc2jf92dmLOFFOaqPISF_NTfd1z6-2FLsfsfrCw9ZfxeiYx-2BihpdECsklLSWlCcjpNIgQCPyZvj9-2B06hadgXc4woms-2F193gNYmE0KXSwE3G-2BAnAQex19lXCIN959wag1XPPtRmZlNbxIz-2FDumZuFA65UaTVzznhRPxYUJ3fNqPAwR3r22Xa3jhSQpmOmANhryhbWBW-2FNfoCDqP3IqRTTffPytYm6-2B1o4F9qDfW3GV4qasorbr3bex5dQwM3kubmArqPgH91VDu-2FQKDRTjt7-2FGZCJtWMUoKm2vq-2FOfHjmD1sAsEaO7Xxc2zvFxW4yDZUIxZ0ZyuPiHhUQSQ5J7W7zSyEDVX-2BxbQCktZ2qKVK6cUO5gpevZ8jo5-2B6n-2F-2B3pfAxbQ52znIgJVl-2FuYJ-2BPMQg5Ouei74xvVOsF8vYmg8kYD7VwdpNLEj82GVZoKQOWw6s9aUhfegARI9m-2FcTfgLHPu7BnySrnmQciGpgwZFhkXk0xnP0gwnCfZpSwio6e9VruUK8loE5Hpvn0HIwNc9MDTnRxqMASZPoJEpQOXqJTMv8s5dNBkt9zCpZvrN1y-2BUN34rBa6dIEz6ubG62VCz-2FSiSQqS9dZR88Dq-2BT-2FFzQjNjs8VpvSIBfq3PqCgmnGND0Wa6OFZmxW3rquvnU89aSo7LVsF1LnbEulUyRCi1n0H6Z5cL9KlhbCIcJevm8xq-2FZHCgLID9e-2Bk4l6WiV0JYgmoq9Cd-2Bb-2FXZSVkSg67pz1DFFIrlcEQNYN-2Bx-2B2a9d4bABweyObghrOtaArfhvk24dtEBhVDgHFio0kUNKKN5XF1EMxdFljakfqHXyP1mwrVcJQ8YByE3jMqzFcFIl-2FAoJKEeWwjQspmGP-2FcptBiaGrPCitlXSBn-2FSZPf4b1H1CM9uTmi4-3D
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.irwnA1ZB8N-2BHNL3jUmYY-2BMedg3WbVnkCJpygVc5aQKryIhdeU-2BhKgppiUeCFDuOLbAUhkk2Tldo0-2FxHI4boeUrvcMg0HOMv9kG3dX8M5hnHDRsy1hIldGFt2WLqICuCdkniE_NTfd1z6-2FLsfsfrCw9ZfxeiYx-2BihpdECsklLSWlCcjpNIgQCPyZvj9-2B06hadgXc4woms-2F193gNYmE0KXSwE3G-2BAnAQex19lXCIN959wag1XPPtRmZlNbxIz-2FDumZuFA65UaTVzznhRPxYUJ3fNqPAwR3r22Xa3jhSQpmOmANhryhbWBW-2FNfoCDqP3IqRTTffPytYm6-2B1o4F9qDfW3GV4qasorbr3bex5dQwM3kubmArqPgH91VDu-2FQKDRTjt7-2FGZCJtWMUoKm2vq-2FOfHjmD1sAsEaO7Xxc2zvFxW4yDZUIxZ0ZyuPiHhUQSQ5J7W7zSyEDVX-2BxbQCktZ2qKVK6cUO5gpevZ8jo5-2B6n-2F-2B3pfAxbQ52znIgJVl-2FuYJ-2BPMQg5Ouei74xvVOsF8vYmg8kYD7VwdpNLEj82GVZoKQOWw6s9aUhfegARI9m-2FcTfgLHPu7BnySrnmQciGpgwZFhkXk0xnP0gwnCfZpSwio6e9VruUK8loE5Hpvn0HIwNc9MDTnRxqMASZPoJEpQOXqJTMv8s5dNBkt9zCpZvrN1y-2BUN34rBa6dIEz6ubG62VCz-2FSiSQqS9dZR88Dq-2BT-2FFzQjNjs8VpvSIBfq3PqCgmnGND0Wa6OFZmxW3rquvnU89aSo7LVsF1LnbEulUyRCi1n0H6Z5cAjxkkdsaNXOOY7xQ3jL6zateHXrSJN9tppDmzlZUehYDg2UVXYSLAG2qwL5Db5OJaee6HfCEI4kgtDfYcL2D1Z1X-2BRBNIO8S-2FLyNXLdZEUNFmCsbg08ti8bPFlcdIlw0bXbqCOZBmDtQ3Ypl5UXpTioGTHQZfEyPkDgOO9t1s-2FQxbXqoKzCJFWZ2StomOglIynBfGksWudwBy7-2BFrTjYZY-3D
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.irwnA1ZB8N-2BHNL3jUmYY-2BLuIDS2ohNbW2bpQKhzRLhVJXJyLoK-2B2noIRxl5AwBJ27oXLIMSFnOmtcu4LwTz7CAtAUlW0w44CNpiP-2FlrMUpCgpLOr4oIL9KKjDqYCiQTnNkkxaLXysXcZbmOtQusCyQ-3D-3DxVyi_NTfd1z6-2FLsfsfrCw9ZfxeiYx-2BihpdECsklLSWlCcjpNIgQCPyZvj9-2B06hadgXc4woms-2F193gNYmE0KXSwE3G-2BAnAQex19lXCIN959wag1XPPtRmZlNbxIz-2FDumZuFA65UaTVzznhRPxYUJ3fNqPAwR3r22Xa3jhSQpmOmANhryhbWBW-2FNfoCDqP3IqRTTffPytYm6-2B1o4F9qDfW3GV4qasorbr3bex5dQwM3kubmArqPgH91VDu-2FQKDRTjt7-2FGZCJtWMUoKm2vq-2FOfHjmD1sAsEaO7Xxc2zvFxW4yDZUIxZ0ZyuPiHhUQSQ5J7W7zSyEDVX-2BxbQCktZ2qKVK6cUO5gpevZ8jo5-2B6n-2F-2B3pfAxbQ52znIgJVl-2FuYJ-2BPMQg5Ouei74xvVOsF8vYmg8kYD7VwdpNLEj82GVZoKQOWw6s9aUhfegARI9m-2FcTfgLHPu7BnySrnmQciGpgwZFhkXk0xnP0gwnCfZpSwio6e9VruUK8loE5Hpvn0HIwNc9MDTnRxqMASZPoJEpQOXqJTMv8s5dNBkt9zCpZvrN1y-2BUN34rBa6dIEz6ubG62VCz-2FSiSQqS9dZR88Dq-2BT-2FFzQjNjs8VpvSIBfq3PqCgmnGND0Wa6OFZmxW3rquvnU89aSo7LVsF1LnbEulUyRCi1n0H6Z5cDZ2NHkqhruro7894x3OAdM4Pu6VJAGy231FekDuyyb2pGgtfbzvhZbKp43uWpAEjcWEi0s5Wh8kXaf182qSmwZu7dEumh91TyKZE8VVDiUPzDgbIqzNEIOiQbe5WYMYqW1YLnxNIOmHNcwtVg-2FgHDDB7jfsmjkopRPVP-2FrdzSpj7Ae5BDkusc79qm9-2BGUkvMuXEmpZDofwWbREtkNMAlwI-3D
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.irwnA1ZB8N-2BHNL3jUmYY-2BNOX6mIQkyiHSzazpVTKfiOa8o-2BC7IEAZWXY68x0HQ6jiG11dXfoiktDgguQ3J7x95otHacL-2FU9UxfpgkZGSBG7xBI25-2FWaMHYHyv-2Bajtw7Kutvf_NTfd1z6-2FLsfsfrCw9ZfxeiYx-2BihpdECsklLSWlCcjpNIgQCPyZvj9-2B06hadgXc4woms-2F193gNYmE0KXSwE3G-2BAnAQex19lXCIN959wag1XPPtRmZlNbxIz-2FDumZuFA65UaTVzznhRPxYUJ3fNqPAwR3r22Xa3jhSQpmOmANhryhbWBW-2FNfoCDqP3IqRTTffPytYm6-2B1o4F9qDfW3GV4qasorbr3bex5dQwM3kubmArqPgH91VDu-2FQKDRTjt7-2FGZCJtWMUoKm2vq-2FOfHjmD1sAsEaO7Xxc2zvFxW4yDZUIxZ0ZyuPiHhUQSQ5J7W7zSyEDVX-2BxbQCktZ2qKVK6cUO5gpevZ8jo5-2B6n-2F-2B3pfAxbQ52znIgJVl-2FuYJ-2BPMQg5Ouei74xvVOsF8vYmg8kYD7VwdpNLEj82GVZoKQOWw6s9aUhfegARI9m-2FcTfgLHPu7BnySrnmQciGpgwZFhkXk0xnP0gwnCfZpSwio6e9VruUK8loE5Hpvn0HIwNc9MDTnRxqMASZPoJEpQOXqJTMv8s5dNBkt9zCpZvrN1y-2BUN34rBa6dIEz6ubG62VCz-2FSiSQqS9dZR88Dq-2BT-2FFzQjNjs8VpvSIBfq3PqCgmnGND0Wa6OFZmxW3rquvnU89aSo7LVsF1LnbEulUyRCi1n0H6Z5cOvmT1leCY3Cs49UawH9qo8-2Bd5RJu9tzS-2BVFajkOIIcQFm4JHd1Z8XljtBcxfUhlF7PneKeBH1Ak3QMMtW7KzvGE2IRmhIIKFM1Xt8Q6LuyrGWvPE32lq9mrH-2BXyHC5eJj3I2L19gRYE4JZdU2YJ-2BL-2FchALWf6OCFM4-2Fovwbo6t1-2Br8SFeK6fyDqdWYwspHx-2FzenwaFDvVip2508r9kNZf0-3D
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.irwnA1ZB8N-2BHNL3jUmYY-2BDyKcMyRg7QZ-2BplaLqTtiOR4BXrmBlyI4y-2BgdNn7wRsqsGmPq-2FrpGhhYKzn4hSoGjk7zA8Bg8RxJtqxbuXUGngo-3DgHPS_NTfd1z6-2FLsfsfrCw9ZfxeiYx-2BihpdECsklLSWlCcjpNIgQCPyZvj9-2B06hadgXc4woms-2F193gNYmE0KXSwE3G-2BAnAQex19lXCIN959wag1XPPtRmZlNbxIz-2FDumZuFA65UaTVzznhRPxYUJ3fNqPAwR3r22Xa3jhSQpmOmANhryhbWBW-2FNfoCDqP3IqRTTffPytYm6-2B1o4F9qDfW3GV4qasorbr3bex5dQwM3kubmArqPgH91VDu-2FQKDRTjt7-2FGZCJtWMUoKm2vq-2FOfHjmD1sAsEaO7Xxc2zvFxW4yDZUIxZ0ZyuPiHhUQSQ5J7W7zSyEDVX-2BxbQCktZ2qKVK6cUO5gpevZ8jo5-2B6n-2F-2B3pfAxbQ52znIgJVl-2FuYJ-2BPMQg5Ouei74xvVOsF8vYmg8kYD7VwdpNLEj82GVZoKQOWw6s9aUhfegARI9m-2FcTfgLHPu7BnySrnmQciGpgwZFhkXk0xnP0gwnCfZpSwio6e9VruUK8loE5Hpvn0HIwNc9MDTnRxqMASZPoJEpQOXqJTMv8s5dNBkt9zCpZvrN1y-2BUN34rBa6dIEz6ubG62VCz-2FSiSQqS9dZR88Dq-2BT-2FFzQjNjs8VpvSIBfq3PqCgmnGND0Wa6OFZmxW3rquvnU89aSo7LVsF1LnbEulUyRCi1n0H6Z5cFRnCnOvZG8jl6tWxxxMvNvanUUtF4hnw47obKp-2FAHhWRWjPP0uIS00s4p843zoJRollrVGqErwnbHj-2BYXIPpvJMRyWZdrpgKT8ePST0E-2BG1-2BUZqw2VJrHwcEJJImJR1HYUsdJbWZldj0pQ9Jvg-2Fqs0n5jIZVvzZhdrLJIZfcUQAUPf7I2tpxDaQ0y3e9vI3asd2zJyYQJV-2FxyV-2B-2BLsRgs4-3D
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.irwnA1ZB8N-2BHNL3jUmYY-2BDyKcMyRg7QZ-2BplaLqTtiOR4BXrmBlyI4y-2BgdNn7wRsqsGmPq-2FrpGhhYKzn4hSoGjk7zA8Bg8RxJtqxbuXUGngo-3DgHPS_NTfd1z6-2FLsfsfrCw9ZfxeiYx-2BihpdECsklLSWlCcjpNIgQCPyZvj9-2B06hadgXc4woms-2F193gNYmE0KXSwE3G-2BAnAQex19lXCIN959wag1XPPtRmZlNbxIz-2FDumZuFA65UaTVzznhRPxYUJ3fNqPAwR3r22Xa3jhSQpmOmANhryhbWBW-2FNfoCDqP3IqRTTffPytYm6-2B1o4F9qDfW3GV4qasorbr3bex5dQwM3kubmArqPgH91VDu-2FQKDRTjt7-2FGZCJtWMUoKm2vq-2FOfHjmD1sAsEaO7Xxc2zvFxW4yDZUIxZ0ZyuPiHhUQSQ5J7W7zSyEDVX-2BxbQCktZ2qKVK6cUO5gpevZ8jo5-2B6n-2F-2B3pfAxbQ52znIgJVl-2FuYJ-2BPMQg5Ouei74xvVOsF8vYmg8kYD7VwdpNLEj82GVZoKQOWw6s9aUhfegARI9m-2FcTfgLHPu7BnySrnmQciGpgwZFhkXk0xnP0gwnCfZpSwio6e9VruUK8loE5Hpvn0HIwNc9MDTnRxqMASZPoJEpQOXqJTMv8s5dNBkt9zCpZvrN1y-2BUN34rBa6dIEz6ubG62VCz-2FSiSQqS9dZR88Dq-2BT-2FFzQjNjs8VpvSIBfq3PqCgmnGND0Wa6OFZmxW3rquvnU89aSo7LVsF1LnbEulUyRCi1n0H6Z5cFRnCnOvZG8jl6tWxxxMvNvanUUtF4hnw47obKp-2FAHhWRWjPP0uIS00s4p843zoJRollrVGqErwnbHj-2BYXIPpvJMRyWZdrpgKT8ePST0E-2BG1-2BUZqw2VJrHwcEJJImJR1HYUsdJbWZldj0pQ9Jvg-2Fqs0n5jIZVvzZhdrLJIZfcUQAUPf7I2tpxDaQ0y3e9vI3asd2zJyYQJV-2FxyV-2B-2BLsRgs4-3D
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.irwnA1ZB8N-2BHNL3jUmYY-2BPoD12vyEItOTx4ZzIiGji6pGaFikfWmA1-2FnWVywA90r-2FyYNmA7RqsnIsGENLMhth10B0i-2ByoZkBVoLLIGBBUyZTS0-2FMGsGjGls5tulAfQGZ0ikA_NTfd1z6-2FLsfsfrCw9ZfxeiYx-2BihpdECsklLSWlCcjpNIgQCPyZvj9-2B06hadgXc4woms-2F193gNYmE0KXSwE3G-2BAnAQex19lXCIN959wag1XPPtRmZlNbxIz-2FDumZuFA65UaTVzznhRPxYUJ3fNqPAwR3r22Xa3jhSQpmOmANhryhbWBW-2FNfoCDqP3IqRTTffPytYm6-2B1o4F9qDfW3GV4qasorbr3bex5dQwM3kubmArqPgH91VDu-2FQKDRTjt7-2FGZCJtWMUoKm2vq-2FOfHjmD1sAsEaO7Xxc2zvFxW4yDZUIxZ0ZyuPiHhUQSQ5J7W7zSyEDVX-2BxbQCktZ2qKVK6cUO5gpevZ8jo5-2B6n-2F-2B3pfAxbQ52znIgJVl-2FuYJ-2BPMQg5Ouei74xvVOsF8vYmg8kYD7VwdpNLEj82GVZoKQOWw6s9aUhfegARI9m-2FcTfgLHPu7BnySrnmQciGpgwZFhkXk0xnP0gwnCfZpSwio6e9VruUK8loE5Hpvn0HIwNc9MDTnRxqMASZPoJEpQOXqJTMv8s5dNBkt9zCpZvrN1y-2BUN34rBa6dIEz6ubG62VCz-2FSiSQqS9dZR88Dq-2BT-2FFzQjNjs8VpvSIBfq3PqCgmnGND0Wa6OFZmxW3rquvnU89aSo7LVsF1LnbEulUyRCi1n0H6Z5cABfkwM44YFMQsWeaekYWDoswI5qSgCtWPER0v0IJGsdLcRrYP9d-2F3-2F-2BxLTljDSrGItSZSQtqpGrEWEagusQUPAKvQZdjQSQAXwH3vy4ub-2BLtWfFg63q3uFFuFpaAXvDvXDjtHR49bGfN0ei07UvSJ4O-2FqRJ2GvG91fWdT-2FZoMv-2FEMW0CtIT2E8Fkq-2FwF0qoO-2BouldXUxWxO1-2Fj9c8AvS8k-3D
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.irwnA1ZB8N-2BHNL3jUmYY-2BLOseUKBBO5jIrkLtVgRoRKn2wtJTiXINOEoEBCEhC-2BzOUs2CkhXbqergEQJMxg2HLpJEHoHunJxvC1g3GKcV5jzd6FEl7fkOcQ8YjhH2L6fHn56_NTfd1z6-2FLsfsfrCw9ZfxeiYx-2BihpdECsklLSWlCcjpNIgQCPyZvj9-2B06hadgXc4woms-2F193gNYmE0KXSwE3G-2BAnAQex19lXCIN959wag1XPPtRmZlNbxIz-2FDumZuFA65UaTVzznhRPxYUJ3fNqPAwR3r22Xa3jhSQpmOmANhryhbWBW-2FNfoCDqP3IqRTTffPytYm6-2B1o4F9qDfW3GV4qasorbr3bex5dQwM3kubmArqPgH91VDu-2FQKDRTjt7-2FGZCJtWMUoKm2vq-2FOfHjmD1sAsEaO7Xxc2zvFxW4yDZUIxZ0ZyuPiHhUQSQ5J7W7zSyEDVX-2BxbQCktZ2qKVK6cUO5gpevZ8jo5-2B6n-2F-2B3pfAxbQ52znIgJVl-2FuYJ-2BPMQg5Ouei74xvVOsF8vYmg8kYD7VwdpNLEj82GVZoKQOWw6s9aUhfegARI9m-2FcTfgLHPu7BnySrnmQciGpgwZFhkXk0xnP0gwnCfZpSwio6e9VruUK8loE5Hpvn0HIwNc9MDTnRxqMASZPoJEpQOXqJTMv8s5dNBkt9zCpZvrN1y-2BUN34rBa6dIEz6ubG62VCz-2FSiSQqS9dZR88Dq-2BT-2FFzQjNjs8VpvSIBfq3PqCgmnGND0Wa6OFZmxW3rquvnU89aSo7LVsF1LnbEulUyRCi1n0H6Z5cNEu-2Bf69wiuRMq9w5fkuqfpWg95rbKd8DdsvmrEk9FyTsIZrCwJH-2FMklHyDp7Sv3SUyl8w05wKw5f-2FyfjFophlVuvrN-2BMkLxSuVfUCurlLBb8-2BjywReZ2wmNpSlpjYbkjR5-2BpiU2ycgmIR6wq7W0ByERif7xX6CQLxlqpO9a23AYVQnU3K2sXe2V3hMvrzvuIqZZZIHChQDwc60aimHNhj0-3D
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.irwnA1ZB8N-2BHNL3jUmYY-2BElMJQPI-2BRQ3ZBSzrLC8y5T-2B9xCgCDQfLFeGJ2TUUCi6CwAijFP8rvHpC4eAWBcfEnK1AlWg3OcPbZnnbBw-2FI78-3D7N5N_NTfd1z6-2FLsfsfrCw9ZfxeiYx-2BihpdECsklLSWlCcjpNIgQCPyZvj9-2B06hadgXc4woms-2F193gNYmE0KXSwE3G-2BAnAQex19lXCIN959wag1XPPtRmZlNbxIz-2FDumZuFA65UaTVzznhRPxYUJ3fNqPAwR3r22Xa3jhSQpmOmANhryhbWBW-2FNfoCDqP3IqRTTffPytYm6-2B1o4F9qDfW3GV4qasorbr3bex5dQwM3kubmArqPgH91VDu-2FQKDRTjt7-2FGZCJtWMUoKm2vq-2FOfHjmD1sAsEaO7Xxc2zvFxW4yDZUIxZ0ZyuPiHhUQSQ5J7W7zSyEDVX-2BxbQCktZ2qKVK6cUO5gpevZ8jo5-2B6n-2F-2B3pfAxbQ52znIgJVl-2FuYJ-2BPMQg5Ouei74xvVOsF8vYmg8kYD7VwdpNLEj82GVZoKQOWw6s9aUhfegARI9m-2FcTfgLHPu7BnySrnmQciGpgwZFhkXk0xnP0gwnCfZpSwio6e9VruUK8loE5Hpvn0HIwNc9MDTnRxqMASZPoJEpQOXqJTMv8s5dNBkt9zCpZvrN1y-2BUN34rBa6dIEz6ubG62VCz-2FSiSQqS9dZR88Dq-2BT-2FFzQjNjs8VpvSIBfq3PqCgmnGND0Wa6OFZmxW3rquvnU89aSo7LVsF1LnbEulUyRCi1n0H6Z5cCDt37NjIkzE9hA7w4Ct3mYxQhGL5mjt6YE7OIIZqjBBQoO8c1jjKPNIUackat3APwk1QiuHvhxFt3-2F4Fjl-2BDpW-2FkvJ1LnTnW49P454Pivnt8m-2F3neaD9MLV8738MY-2Bb91EkAdcRJGns56WqFrJyEK8mFaL-2B6ja1Agqm18615E9-2FwM0x1WyFAnX0XB7PoSrvHH6AL8bWXbG3HAxNGdBAIkY-3D
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.irwnA1ZB8N-2BHNL3jUmYY-2BNWYIlb-2FAdE9Uw7QDquAfRQkAPC0NkCWhm-2FFHx5FD1YyBAPk7dCSOmY4TgDP5TcH3VX8WcGLboaBCXIo-2BPPNgNJzdMTPdKeCyPQcgFkaIP6v7A-L_NTfd1z6-2FLsfsfrCw9ZfxeiYx-2BihpdECsklLSWlCcjpNIgQCPyZvj9-2B06hadgXc4woms-2F193gNYmE0KXSwE3G-2BAnAQex19lXCIN959wag1XPPtRmZlNbxIz-2FDumZuFA65UaTVzznhRPxYUJ3fNqPAwR3r22Xa3jhSQpmOmANhryhbWBW-2FNfoCDqP3IqRTTffPytYm6-2B1o4F9qDfW3GV4qasorbr3bex5dQwM3kubmArqPgH91VDu-2FQKDRTjt7-2FGZCJtWMUoKm2vq-2FOfHjmD1sAsEaO7Xxc2zvFxW4yDZUIxZ0ZyuPiHhUQSQ5J7W7zSyEDVX-2BxbQCktZ2qKVK6cUO5gpevZ8jo5-2B6n-2F-2B3pfAxbQ52znIgJVl-2FuYJ-2BPMQg5Ouei74xvVOsF8vYmg8kYD7VwdpNLEj82GVZoKQOWw6s9aUhfegARI9m-2FcTfgLHPu7BnySrnmQciGpgwZFhkXk0xnP0gwnCfZpSwio6e9VruUK8loE5Hpvn0HIwNc9MDTnRxqMASZPoJEpQOXqJTMv8s5dNBkt9zCpZvrN1y-2BUN34rBa6dIEz6ubG62VCz-2FSiSQqS9dZR88Dq-2BT-2FFzQjNjs8VpvSIBfq3PqCgmnGND0Wa6OFZmxW3rquvnU89aSo7LVsIPriktumK-2BSrwLpX-2FPXkmcd959c6Zcd9XhK1p5ImQxwVjuFpTiKWsQSwK22ai1Apf5tzYZySWRVDMn-2Fp561Vkrf0b0gyGnyUZFO0CGotvgAipTM0-2BqeOta9h3LL-2B8pSHKGy45RApFXPclxpiaYA6nwr1TKsnZygY6XkxPPvsIZtwWflfb-2BNukv4g9Lox9krqx-2FPFueFfmK7xd6fGJA8a-2BOwGJkCsoNZN6pgFb3Tmw00-3D
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.irwnA1ZB8N-2BHNL3jUmYY-2BLJbRW-2Fz14iNNXbi-2FBYfY7f3ZzRxo1JFcp8eCLqLJbohiBiMxoNuL6qT9pCWrjaYWgtf8B0t6hZmPEcorsay6jSzKlPEU6-2FYLkod-2BlF8lH1Ah4UePf6W1XIm9dJJH1kRxA-3D-3D9Dgw_NTfd1z6-2FLsfsfrCw9ZfxeiYx-2BihpdECsklLSWlCcjpNIgQCPyZvj9-2B06hadgXc4woms-2F193gNYmE0KXSwE3G-2BAnAQex19lXCIN959wag1XPPtRmZlNbxIz-2FDumZuFA65UaTVzznhRPxYUJ3fNqPAwR3r22Xa3jhSQpmOmANhryhbWBW-2FNfoCDqP3IqRTTffPytYm6-2B1o4F9qDfW3GV4qasorbr3bex5dQwM3kubmArqPgH91VDu-2FQKDRTjt7-2FGZCJtWMUoKm2vq-2FOfHjmD1sAsEaO7Xxc2zvFxW4yDZUIxZ0ZyuPiHhUQSQ5J7W7zSyEDVX-2BxbQCktZ2qKVK6cUO5gpevZ8jo5-2B6n-2F-2B3pfAxbQ52znIgJVl-2FuYJ-2BPMQg5Ouei74xvVOsF8vYmg8kYD7VwdpNLEj82GVZoKQOWw6s9aUhfegARI9m-2FcTfgLHPu7BnySrnmQciGpgwZFhkXk0xnP0gwnCfZpSwio6e9VruUK8loE5Hpvn0HIwNc9MDTnRxqMASZPoJEpQOXqJTMv8s5dNBkt9zCpZvrN1y-2BUN34rBa6dIEz6ubG62VCz-2FSiSQqS9dZR88Dq-2BT-2FFzQjNjs8VpvSIBfq3PqCgmnGND0Wa6OFZmxW3rquvnU89aSo7LVsIPriktumK-2BSrwLpX-2FPXkmZbPd8va3ZiI-2BDvCQpGhfZ-2Bg2m7VQwc17xaVwJJq6C8caUHMgkfzUwpAXsasxxTCKQm-2FFt0-2B6JblJTuVAbg4kC1ZDl-2FrOysYZETGfdlfDamWzhR94tlh91gPU2zXle-2Fum-2BwM0yO-2FhfwrAtybrBM-2Fedjz1fDN4p6mxdEsNdRFZL-2Famel3WpxlIQvqm6iakCLcwmCyG0wdOZK1-2FMu6LctUDus-3D


contribute to many problems, including biodiversity erosion, ocean acidification,
climate change, water and air pollution, and even noise pollution that threatens
marine life, including whales and dolphins.

The corporate extractive sector, in particular, has been looking for new territories
to extract minerals such as manganese, cobalt, copper, nickel, and rare earth
elements. This has become increasingly problematic due to the risks involved in
resource extraction. Though the ocean may seem like an unlimited expanse that
profiteers exploit purely for financial gain, it has natural limits.

“[A]lthough scientists and campaigners have been warning of the consequences of
our rampant exploitation for decades, time is now running out to protect our
oceans,” Hugo Tagholm, executive director of Oceana in the UK, and Callum
Roberts,  a  professor  of  marine  conservation  at  the  Center  for  Ecology  and
Conservation at the University of Exeter, wrote in EuroNews in November 2023.
“We like to think of our ocean as infinite, but the truth is, it cannot stand this
industrial-scale exploitation.”

The Earth’s marine ecosystems are extremely valuable to the global economy.
They  deliver  essential  ecosystem services  to  life  on  the  planet  and  provide
sustenance for billions of people. More than 3 billion individuals depend on the
ocean for their livelihoods. Most live in developing nations; humans and countless
other species rely on healthy, thriving oceans.

Bluewashing: Covering Up Bad Behavior
Terminologies  such  as  “green  economy”  and  “blue  economy”  might  seem
promising but are often noted as cover-ups for harmful activities. “[T]he blue
economy is not a benign concept offering a win-win for the economy and the
environment,” said John Childs, a senior lecturer at the Lancaster Environment
Center at Lancaster University, United Kingdom, and the co-editor of a special
section in the Journal of Political Ecology that presented several papers on the
blue economy.

Childs said the papers he reviewed suggest that the blue economy is “another
capitalist fix in which global capital is seeking to reproduce itself, to keep making
money and create a surplus. This is happening as we get to the point where much
of the planet’s landmass [has] been appropriated.”

“If ‘greenwashing’ is the practice of making unsubstantiated or misleading claims
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about the environmental  benefits  of  an action,  then perhaps we need a new
term—‘bluewashing’—to cover coastal and marine development initiatives which
fail to deliver on their environmental and social promises,” wrote Nicole Leotaud,
the executive director of the Caribbean Natural Resources Institute,  in 2017.
“Personally, I’m tired of labels that confuse and mask the development principles
we are seeking,” she added.

Threats to the Marine Ecosystem
Some protections benefit the oceans, such as the United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), established in 1982 to provide an international
legal framework for using and protecting the marine environment. However, not
all  nations agree to these protections.  Additionally,  ocean-bordering countries
have  their  own  laws,  creating  a  patchwork  of  often  poorly  enforced  rules.
Contested waters regularly result in tumultuous situations.

Many maritime crimes negatively impact oceanic health, such as illegal fishing or
harvesting,  ocean  dumping,  and  polluting.  In  addition  to  overfishing,  where
necessary species are removed from the food chain, and accelerating biodiversity
loss, unsustainable industrial development along coastlines has also contributed
to ocean pollution. “All of these threats erode the capacity of the ocean to provide
nutritious food,  jobs,  medicines,  and pharmaceuticals  as well  as regulate the
climate,”  stated a  2020 article  in  the journal  Nature.  “Women,  poor  people,
Indigenous communities, and young people are most affected.”

Climate change is another serious threat to our oceans. “[I]ncreasing sea levels
and making the ocean warmer, more acidic, and depleted in oxygen,” the Nature
article pointed out. The ocean has absorbed more than 90 percent of excess gas
trapped by greenhouse gas emissions, but that is only a portion of the damage.
“Unsustainable development along coastlines destroys coral reefs, seagrass beds,
salt marshes, and mangrove forests,” which provide vital biodiversity reservoirs,
sequester carbon, and buffer coasts against storm surges,” the article added.
Because of human intervention, plastics, and nutrient runoff pollute the water and
kill sea life.

We must not ignore the hazards of shipping. Sea vessels use heavy fuel oils that
release soot, sulfur, and carbon dioxide, amounting to substantial emissions of
some air pollutants and 3 percent of carbon dioxide emissions.
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There are many parts of the ocean where life has died. These sections have layers
of crude oil and have been contaminated to outlandishly unsafe levels.

A  Bayelsa  State  Oil  and  Environment  Commission  report  reveals  that  the
“concentration  of  noxious  chemicals,  such  as  Total  Petroleum Hydrocarbons,
exceed safe levels by a factor of 1 million according to some of the samples
taken,” pointing to the impact of oil extraction in Bayelsa in the Nigerian Delta.

Even though significant oil spills receive much media attention, the ongoing oil
flow into the sea represents the bulk of the problem. “Hundreds of millions of
gallons” of oil enter our oceans yearly, but most evade media attention. According
to  the  National  Oceanic  and  Atmospheric  Administration,  only  a  fraction  of
that—5 percent—comes from what the U.S. Department of Commerce labels as
“significant” oil spills.

Some of the most prominent damage to ocean ecosystems appears to come from
deep-sea mining on a massive level, which destroys the seabed. It harms marine
and aquatic ecosystems while impoverishing coastal communities that depend on
fisheries and other resources. The kind of damage that it could cause is almost
impossible  to  calculate,  especially  since  deep-sea  mining  is  a  relatively  new
endeavor.

In a press statement in August 2024, Dr. Enric Sala, the National Geographic
Explorer in Residence and Pristine Seas founder, said:

“Giving  the  greenlight  to  deep  sea  mining  would  open  a  Pandora’s  box  of
unknown impacts. Mining the seabed will inevitably affect fragile sea life that we
barely  know.  And  a  [July  2024]  study  … showed  that  deep-sea  polymetallic
nodules produce oxygen in total darkness, which may be key to ocean health. The
more we look in the deep sea, the more we discover. Rushing to mine the seabed
will  surely  go down in  history  as  an environmental  disaster  we should have
stopped before it started. It is short-sighted to destroy, in minutes, ecosystems
that have taken millennia to develop. Countries worldwide have so much more to
gain by protecting vital parts of the ocean than signing them away for short-term
profit.”

The Blue Economy in African Coastal Waters
Just as vast tracts of global land have been acquired to extract fossil fuels (in the
United States alone, Earthjustice, a nonprofit public interest environmental law
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organization, reports that “[t]he oil and gas industry has over 26 million acres of
land under lease.” The same phenomenon is being duplicated in the sea. The well-
being of more than 200 million Africans who depend on fisheries for food and
nutritional security is at risk, CEO of WWF Kenya Mohammed Awer said in July
2023. Once corporate interests claim bodies of water as their own, they will likely
become inaccessible to those who make their living from the sea and nearby
coastal communities.

Industrial installations, such as crude oil platforms, establish control over the
surrounding waters, ostensibly as security buffers. Fishermen who have tried to
find  more  sea  life  in  the  high  seas  have  reported  that  large  parts  of  the
continental  shelf  and beyond are off-limits because extractive industries have
claimed and cordoned them off with controlled installations.

Unregulated industrial fishing in West African coastal waters, often carried out by
foreign fleets, threatens fishermen’s livelihoods. According to “Fishy Networks:
Uncovering the companies and individuals behind illegal fishing globally,” a 2022
report by the Financial Transparency Coalition, more than 40 percent of cases
involving illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing by industrial vessels
from January 2010 to May 2022 occurred in West Africa. More than one-third of
global fisheries were overfished in 2019, mainly due to illegal fishing.

Access to healthy water bodies is becoming increasingly difficult by the day due
to industrial installations and related pollution. Massive oil spills have been the
result of different security forces at work, including blowouts at wellheads at
Santa Barbara River, a fire at the Ororo-1 well (which erupted in 2020 in Nigeria
and was still raging nearly a year later), explosions of floating production storage
and offloading (FSPO) units; the blowing up of oil-laden vessels; and burning of
bush refineries.

Paying to Pollute
In  the  current  blue  economy  paradigm,  privatization  prioritizes  profit  above
ecosystem health. Water is not viewed as a commodity in this construct, and the
buying and selling of oceanic water and aquatic resources would be prioritized
over other considerations.

The blue economy could allow polluters to pay to pollute by allowing bodies of
water to be used as dumps for mine tailings and other pollutants. It could also
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open the space for speculators on water futures, thus raising the stakes against
access to clean and safe water for the 4 billion people worldwide facing extreme
water scarcity for at least one month every year.

Promise and Peril for Ocean Economy
An  OECD  report  indicated  a  significant  increase  in  ocean-related  economic
activities  by  2030,  saying  that  “[t]he  new  ‘ocean  economy’  is  driven  by  a
combination of population growth, rising incomes, dwindling natural resources,
responses to climate change and pioneering technologies.” The projections show
that the global  value added by ocean-based industries could grow from $1.5
trillion in 2010 to more than $3 trillion by 2030.

While  the  growth of  the  ocean economy does  offer  potential  advantages  for
coastal communities, it’s essential to monitor the adverse outcomes that ocean-
based economic development can also yield. These challenges can include the
growth of existing economic disparities, the displacement of local communities
and their means of livelihood, pollution, harm to environmental sustainability and
biodiversity, and an infringement on human rights.

With all of these stressors connected to the exploitation of the oceanic ecosystem,
safeguards must be implemented.

Physical  capital  and  technology  have  been  given  such  priority  in  the  world
economy that other critical factors like human resources and natural resources
are ignored or reduced in significance, and there is no longer any real balance in
sustainability.

The drive for profit above the health of the planet and its people leads to the
transformation and, often, the destruction of environmental resources without
regard to planetary or social limits.

For coastal communities, the ocean is not just an arena for economic activities but
a space for culture, spirituality, and interactions with nature. Connections to the
ocean are a way of life. The prevailing capitalist bent may dismiss this reality as
an inefficient  use of  aquatic  ecosystems.  Yet,  it  highlights the origins of  the
polycrisis in our world today.

When governments and corporations decide what should be done,  they often
ignore the people closest to the water and the fact that they know more about
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what is necessary to protect it. It gets more troubling when the uninhabited deep
sea is discussed. For example, in Nigeria, Shell Oil is selling off its onshore oil
fields and moving operations to the deep sea, where there is limited oversight on
the damage being done. Even if the harm being done in the deep sea stays out of
sight,  its results still  affect everyone onshore. This is a major reason for the
concern anywhere in the world that is near the water.

While  some  countries  believe  that  opening  their  maritime  territories  to
investment  will  improve  their  economies,  they  invite  the  destruction  of
irreplaceable  resources.

Norway Explores Deep Mining in the Seas
In January 2024, Norway’s Parliament voted to allow mining companies to search
a large area of  the country’s waters,  approximately the size of  Italy,  for the
minerals needed to build electric cars, mobile phones, and solar panels. “If you
find the resources,  and if  you have the technology that  shows that  you can
develop this with acceptable [environmental] impact,  then you will  have your
green light,” said Walter Sognnes,  CEO of the startup mining company Loke
Marine Minerals, according to a January 2024 Wired article.

Other companies are also looking to exploit  the Norwegian waters,  with the
startup  Green  Minerals  expected  to  “extract  copper  from  what’s  known  as
seafloor massive sulfide (SMS) deposits, according to its CEO, Ståle Monstad,”
added the article. Test mining is supposed to begin in 2028, but several technical
challenges must be resolved. Deep-sea mining companies must transport mineral
deposits 3 kilometers (approximately 1.9 miles) from the seabed to the surface.
How the maritime ecosystem—corals, sponge grounds, and other sea life—will
respond to the mining is unknown. Yet, on a positive note, mining companies are
required to study the environmental impact before they are permitted to begin
exploration.

Norway has changed its position on this issue in recent years. As co-chair of the
Ocean  Panel,  it  pledged  to  sustainably  manage  the  world’s  coastline  by
decarbonizing  the  shipping  industry  and  regulating  seafood  production.  The
Ocean Panel,  formed in  2018,  comprised 14 governments  responsible  for  40
percent of the world’s coastlines.

Norway’s shift in allowing deep-sea mining occurred because a new government
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was elected in 2021. Outraged researchers have said that not enough is known
about the deep-sea ecosystem to risk mining for minerals such as manganese and
cobalt, used in batteries and other electronics. “In marine biology, our knowledge
about the existence, function, and distribution of many species is either too poor
or non-existent,” warned a group of scientists from the Norwegian University of
Science  and  Technology  and  NTNU  University  Museum,  both  located  in
Trondheim,  Norway.

When  a  relatively  forward-thinking  country  like  Norway  promotes  deep-sea
mining, it raises concerns due to the region’s history of resistance to expanded
offshore oil extraction. The damage to local economies, fisheries, and Indigenous
peoples of  the region has been demonstrated before,  so it  is  worrisome that
support for deep-sea mining seems to be increasing once again.

Deep Mining in U.S. Seas
According  to  the  Nature  article,  “Five  Priorities  for  a  Sustainable  Ocean
Economy,” “[b]lue carbon” ecosystems of  mangroves,  seagrass beds,  and salt
marshes store carbon at up to 10 times the rate of terrestrial ecosystems.” For
example, the article’s authors cite the successful restoration of 3,000 hectares
(approximately 1,500 acres) of seagrass beds in Virginia lagoons along the U.S.
eastern seaboard, sequestering about 3,000 tons of carbon annually.

However, there are proposals to rely on seaweed to capture carbon or iron filings,
which could lead to enormous damage. Yet, most people are unaware of these
initiatives or the potential disasters they can cause. The concept appears benign,
but the unsustainable aspects aren’t adequately addressed in the public sphere.
Moreover, the pursuit of blue carbon through mangrove protection or restoration
portends the danger of sea grabbing, displacement of communities, or disruption
of their livelihoods.

Assessing the Value of the Marine Ecosystem
Some argue that putting a price on the oceans’ value distorts the meaning of the
blue economy as the right path forward. According to a 2023 report by the World
Resources Institute, the blue economy is responsible for more than $1.5 trillion of
the annual global economy.

Although  a  blue  economy  is  often  conceptualized  as  the  “sustainable”
management of aquatic and marine resources and ecosystems, actions other than
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economic profit or power are usually seen as unreasonable or not viable.

A 2015 report published by Nature estimated that the assets found in the global
marine ecosystem—including fisheries, shipping routes, and tourism—have a total
value of $24 trillion and generate an annual output worth $2.5 trillion. In 2022,
employment in the marine economy grew by 5 percent in the United States,
outpacing the overall economy (3.9 percent) in job growth.

Yet, the fundamental issue is that the concept of an “economy” has become so
pervasive that people often assume that aquatic ecosystems are intended solely
for capital accumulation through exploitation.

Protecting Marine Ecosystems
Local coastal communities must be mobilized. Forming alliances with fishermen,
activists  involved  with  natural  rights,  nonprofit  organizations,  and  legal  and
political influencers will have to play an essential role in protecting the oceans.
We must  use  all  legal  mechanisms to  prevent  threats  to  water  bodies  from
corporations, governments, and other parties.

The world functions quickly, while political leadership in many regions tends to
make strides on the path of  least  resistance,  taking the most expedient way
forward. It is a global responsibility to prevent profits from becoming the first
priority for industry and political leaders, thereby maintaining the importance of
natural resources and life below water.

The  wars  happening  in  the  world  today  demonstrate  that  oceans  and  other
waterways require protection. The massive destruction shows that appealing to
the  consciences  of  political  leaders  or  the  boards  of  global  corporations  is
counterproductive.  Grassroots  activists  and  mass  public  awareness  and
mobilization, including litigation, can help to hold corporations, governments, and
criminals accountable when official routes fail to protect the seas. The media can
help expose ongoing marine destruction and unsustainable practices and motivate
lawmakers to protect oceanic ecosystems. Destroying marine ecosystems can be
viewed as an international crime. As harmful activities in the oceans threaten
species, it may be considered a kind of genocide—ecocide, or the killing of Mother
Nature.

Marine Protected Areas: More Action Needed
Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) include oceanic space for long-term conservation.
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Other areas could be estuaries, seas, and lakes. Such protected areas also cover
rivers, creeks, swamps, and continental shelves.

As governments, corporations, and illegal actors exploit the open seas in a highly
unregulated ecosystem, community-led MPAs represent a potential strategy for
protecting the health of the Earth’s oceans. Simply marking an area as an MPA
may not be a neutral exercise.

MPAs  can  have  many  names:  marine  parks,  conservation  zones,  reserves,
sanctuaries, and no-take zones. As of 2023, there were more than 5,000 MPAs
worldwide,  covering  more  than  8  percent  of  the  ocean.  MPAs  have  been
established in various maritime sites, including the open ocean.

Most MPAs aim to protect marine habitats and the sea life they support. One of
the best-known examples is the Galápagos Marine Reserve, which is about 1,000
kilometers (600 miles) off the west coast of South America and includes a variety
of  marine habitats like coral  reefs and mangrove swamps,  where trees grow
directly in seawater. The waters around the Galápagos are home to about 3,000
plant and animal species. Some MPAs, on the other hand, focus on particular
historical sites, like shipwrecks.

According to the Marine Conservation Institute, approximately 8 percent of the
world’s waters are protected by some form of marine protection, with the island
nation of Palau far out in front. Only nine countries have protected 10 to 30
percent of their waters, though only 2 percent have protected as much as 30
percent.

The UN’s World Database on Protected Areas documents MPAs submitted by
nations. It reports that more than 15,000 MPAs safeguard an expanse of ocean
covering more than 27 million square kilometers, equivalent to nearly 10.6 million
square  miles.  In  the  U.S.,  marine  protected  areas  cover  25  percent  of  the
country’s waters.

Most African MPAs are in Eastern and Southern Africa, with a few in West and
North Africa. Experts recommend that MPAs should be people-driven rather than
financially driven. If the laws regulating MPAs come solely from the government,
further details must be made clear to those involved in keeping these laws intact.

One  example  of  these  rules  is  the  Chumbe  Reef  Sanctuary  in  Tanzania,
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established  in  1992.  This  project  continues  to  involve  local  communities  in
managing and monitoring marine resources. It has led to a significant recovery of
degraded  coral  reefs  and  increased  fish  stock.  This  success  is  due  to  the
involvement of local communities in the management of MPAs and the assurance
of equitable stakeholding in the benefits derived from such conservation.

Another success story is the Bazaruto Archipelago National Park in Mozambique,
established in 1971. It covers an area of 1,430 square kilometers (approximately
550 square miles) and contains a diverse range of marine habitats, including coral
reefs, seagrass beds, and mangroves. This MPA has provided economic benefits to
the local communities by supporting sustainable artisanal fishing and protecting
the region’s biodiversity, including endangered species such as dugongs, turtles,
and sharks.

Unless MPAs are instituted with the full consent and support of dependent coastal
communities, they may be a means of shutting groups of people off from nature.
Governments can protect forests without the consent of relevant parties in what is
often called “fortress conservation.” This concept refers to the ability of some
groups to map out and prevent others from going near designated parts of the
ocean. In such instances, the blue economy could be considered a cause of many
conflicts. This situation could arise if communities or commercial entities contend
to control resources found in particular areas. Conflicts could also occur when
MPAs are cordoned off with a military shield as “conquered” territories.

Colonizing Nature
The concept of colonialism goes beyond the political control and exploitation of
one  nation  by  another;  it  also  extends  to  our  relationship  with  nature.  The
“colonization of nature” entails exploiting and transforming natural resources for
economic gain without considering its socio-ecological impacts. This approach has
contributed to many problems, including climate change, biodiversity loss, and
armed conflict over resources.

Launched in 2018 and based in Nigeria, the School of Ecology (SoE) explores
environmental and climate justice, agriculture, resource democracy, and overall
socio-ecological transformation. The organization operates under the aegis of the
Health of Mother Earth Foundation, an ecological think tank where I serve as the
director. One SoE gathering was based on the MPA concept and the challenges of
the idea of the blue economy. A people-driven MPA would place the fate of their
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aquatic ecosystems in people’s hands. Such a level of stewardship would ensure
ecosystem protection and restoration where damage may occur.

The organization promotes the security and resilience of ecosystems as wielders
of  power  and  capital.  Although many  people  see  the  promotion  of  the  blue
economy as a means of securing life underwater, as highlighted in the United
Nations Sustainable Development Goals, this is often not the case.

Environmentalism From Below
The Gulf of Guinea has seen high pollution levels and environmental crimes. A
high level of sea-based pollution, including plastic waste, in the Gulf of Guinea is
traceable to the Niger Delta, and it is time for regional governments such as the
Economic  Community  of  West  African  States  (ECOWAS)  to  declare  an
environmental  emergency.

A commitment to such a declaration will go far in ensuring that the population of
West Africa can rely on a safe environment to carry out their economic, socio-
cultural,  recreational,  and  spiritual  activities.  Environmentalism  from  below
requires the reassessment of the false idea that environmental concerns are for
those who have had their basic needs met and have the benefit of thinking about
luxuries. Environmentalism from below requires those who depend on healthy
ecosystems for their basic needs to stand up against attempts to appropriate their
territories for exploitation by powerful and connected individuals, governments,
and corporations. Humanity is outpacing nature and plundering ocean resources
to the degree that we are preventing those resources from recovering naturally.

Establishing community-managed MPAs is a powerful strategy for safeguarding
the  health  of  our  oceans  and  halting  further  decline,  particularly  when
incorporated into a comprehensive management framework. These MPAs offer a
compelling solution that will help to guarantee that the aquatic commons remain
free of corporate and industrial exploitation and monopolies.

Optimally, if local, community-based managed MPAs were established in coastal
waters worldwide, they would restore degraded areas, rebuild biodiversity, revive
cultural  practices,  restore  dignity,  and  reinvigorate  local  economies.  While
capitalism often sets rules globally, there are definite ways in which humanity can
work together to liberate nature from the bottom up. The world’s oceans—and all
species they support, including ours—depend on it.
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