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The Irish government’s Asia Strategy was initiated in 1999. It aimed to establish
with Asian countries a coherent policy of engagement, on a political, economic,
commercial, educational and cultural level. China was one of the countries
identified as core in the Asia Strategy. Guided by the Asia Strategy political,
economic, cultural, educational and social relations between Ireland and China
have improved beyond recognition during the past ten years.

A decade after its inauguration the Asia Strategy is set to be revised to take
account of the ever changing world. In this book for the first time, leading
representatives from government, business and academia together revisit the
Asia Strategy, examine its development and analyses it in the context of other
European countries.

Following a Foreword by the Minister of Foreign Affairs, the authors discuss the
political process that led up to the strategy and the roles of various actors within
the strategy, in terms of Ireland-China in particular. Together with its Appendix
containing an overview of significant historical steps in bilateral relations, this
book presents an informative and in-depth analysis on Ireland’s Asia Strategy and
its engagement with the emerging economies in the Asian region, especially
China.
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