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03-05-2-24 ~ A group of young people in Paris are enjoying a drink in a café on an
unseasonably warm evening. The conversation drifts into politics, but—as one
young woman says—“Let’s not talk about France.” The others nod their assent.
They focus on the U.S. presidential election, a slight bit of Gallic arrogance at
play as they mock the near certainty that the main candidates will be President
Joe Biden and former President Donald Trump. Biden is 81 years old and Trump is
77. A Special Counsel in the United States has called Biden an “elderly man with
a poor memory,” hardly the words required to inspire confidence in the president.
Trying to defend himself, Biden made the kind of gaffe that is fodder for online
memes and affirmed the report that he tried to undermine: he called President
Abdel Fattah El-Sisi  of  Egypt the “president of  Mexico.” No new evidence is
required, meanwhile, to mock the candidacy of Trump. “Is this the best that the
United States can offer?” asks Claudine, a young student at a prestigious Parisian
college.

These young people are aware enough that what appears to be comical on the
other side of the Atlantic—the U.S. presidential election—is no less ridiculous, and
of course less dangerous, in Europe. When I ask them what they think about the
main  European  leaders—Olaf  Scholz  of  Germany  and  Emmanuel  Macron  of
France—they  shrug,  and  the  words  “imbecilic”  and  “non-entity”  enter  the
discussion.  Near  Les  Halles,  these  young  people  have  just  been  at  a
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demonstration to end the Israeli bombing of the Rafah region of Gaza. “Rafah is
the  size  of  Heathrow  Airport,”  says  a  young  student  from  England  who  is
spending 2024 in France. That none of the European leaders have spoken plainly
about the death and destruction in Gaza troubles them, and they say that they are
not alone in these feelings. Many of their fellow students feel the same way. The
approval ratings for Scholz and Macron decline with each week. Neither the
German nor the French public believes that these men can reverse the economic
decline or stop the wars in either Gaza or Ukraine. Claudine is upset that the
governments of the Global North have decided to cut their funding for the United
Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA), the UN Palestine agency, although
another young person, Oumar, interjects that Brazil’s President Lula has said that
his country will donate money to UNRWA. Everyone nods.

A  week  later,  news  comes  that  a  young  soldier  in  the  United  States
Airforce—Aaron Bushnell—has decided to take his own life, saying that he will no
longer be complicit in the genocide against the Palestinians. When asked about
the death of Bushnell, White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said that
the President is “aware” and that it is a “horrible tragedy.” But there was no
statement about why the young man took his life, and nothing to assuage a tense
public about the implications of this act. Eating an ice cream in New York, U.S.
President Joe Biden said that he hoped that there would be a ceasefire “by the
beginning  of  the  weekend”  but  then  moved  it  to  “by  next  Monday.”  The
meandering statements, the pledge for a ceasefire alongside the prevarication,
and the arms deliveries do not raise the confidence of anyone in Biden or his
peers  in  Europe.  With  the  Emir  of  Qatar  beside  him,  France’s  President
Emmanuel  Macron  called  for  a  “lasting  ceasefire.”  These  phrases—“lasting
ceasefire”  and  “sustainable  ceasefire”—have  been  bandied  about  with  these
adjectives (lasting, sustainable) designed to dilute the commitment to a ceasefire
and to pretend that they are actually in favor of an end to the war when they
continue to say that they are behind Israel’s bombing runs.

In London, the UK Parliament had a comical collapse in the face of a Scottish
National Party (SNP) resolution for a ceasefire. Rather than allow a vote to show
the actual opinions of their members, both the Labour Party and the Conservative
Party went into a tailspin and the Parliament’s speaker broke rules to ensure that
the elected officials did not have to go on the record against a ceasefire. Brendan
O’Hara of the SNP put the issue plainly before the Parliament before his words
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and the SNP resolution was set aside: “Some will have to say that they chose to
engage in a debate on semantics over ‘sustainable’ or ‘humanitarian’ pauses,
while others will say that they chose to give Netanyahu both the weapons and the
political cover that he required to prosecute his relentless war.”

Global desire for an immediate stop to the Israeli bombing is now at an all-time
high. For the third time, the United States vetoed a UN resolution in the Security
Council to compel the Israelis to stop the bombing. That the United States and its
European allies continue to back Israel despite the widespread disgust at this
war—exemplified by the death of Aaron Bushnell—raises the frustration with the
leadership of the Global North. What is so particularly bewildering is that large
sections  of  the  population in  the countries  of  the  North want  an immediate
ceasefire, and yet their leaders disregard their opinions. One survey shows that
two-thirds of voters in the United States—including majorities of Democrats (77
percent), Independents (69 percent), and Republicans (56 percent)—are in favor
of  a  ceasefire  in  Gaza.  Interestingly,  59  percent  of  U.S.  voters  say  that
Palestinians must be guaranteed the right to return to their homes in Gaza, while
52 percent said that peace talks must be held for a two-state solution. These are
all positions that are ignored by the main political class on both sides of the
Atlantic Ocean. The qualifications of “lasting” and “sustainable” only increase
cynicism among populations that watch their  political  leadership ignore their
insistence on an immediate ceasefire.

Clarity is not to be sought in the White House, in No. 10 Downing Street, or in the
Élysée Palace. It is found in the words of ordinary people in these countries who
are heartsick regarding the violence. Protests seem to increase in intensity as the
death toll rises. What is the reaction to these protests? In the United Kingdom,
members of parliament complained that these protests are putting the police
under “sustained pressure.” That is perhaps the point of the protests.

By Vijay Prashad

Author Bio: This article was produced by Globetrotter.

Vijay Prashad is an Indian historian, editor, and journalist. He is a writing fellow
and chief correspondent at Globetrotter. He is an editor of LeftWord Books and
the director of Tricontinental: Institute for Social Research. He has written more
than 20 books, including The Darker Nations and The Poorer Nations. His latest

https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.irwnA1ZB8N-2BHNL3jUmYY-2BNxL1nscVfMp-2BSxDhJHqkOFFqT4KynniRRCurJ3oyPsFr5IT6WyrmL2GUVSj9ireJWbfBiP1UvAACkAJ1u-2F3bsmj4TMZXmUEvD8Lv1-2BLf19w-2BJ9HF1NQdnnsgDhz6SGXpat5spYpTcjnFd4yUCZ4V2VZm-2FkXPU3Dp5hw-2FjOuiHzz82SIl45D7ZjbOVsLSesxinIEy6mufGmWVy3D9I-2BhEaaO8vkTr1VRSBZBVhSnT6w-2BSchAD7gltQptTCVbW6D-2FRtVEDk-2FOxUhr6TuWe-2Bh2GL1cqSrt2KbHcvhcl0BSS9S1zAmw_NTfd1z6-2FLsfsfrCw9ZfxeiYx-2BihpdECsklLSWlCcjpNIgQCPyZvj9-2B06hadgXc4woms-2F193gNYmE0KXSwE3G-2BNVj-2Bm0WBrINnxwBCL1rreNXoTQgtATT6fZDwRpKxtlyaxnK3l0YFaremY5Ak7zgbdmOHgxSVjCYPweTRQUg0t18aqVC8pcl4RpuGhXzsqrF2mvKgLXd4P27Qsv6Har7QXKkxVYiS7t9-2F3QvjXeSlF-2FSA09AMwr5BIn34DoXHlXylGVcljOtJPAZsY5i0k3B93OCMJJaoRHAmX-2F5-2BB-2FEHWyeNunWr7Tx4JA6KMoPEwl8BqRVy91tVM-2F0COvGx8ul9TiWpJA0mofTCeJk9xWUnYxrDNw1cPgCouvXGcPoagrbQeK4kM1Mk3HCZUiqpkpansxOawgyruF0zgh5mUxWH1e2AZyB3WA17KzJp0aK0isNg87PZXKqbNc4PylS-2BSLTMUVvMQ2kOyy9SZ1NI-2FDuSC3bQ9fWEN-2BpxkYf9x9OGyYtrWM0yKTM2bfJ18-2FuTzNaJgY5Rs5HR1OL2u-2Begsxm-2FxFLscLEyPLoBDEFhf4UUnnbvs6IQKwzsvzOWfZ3RSZLMRV0zlDShxlDbF4DonuMG5EDMI1wSnrpLLgpliG46EoQXdMav9px1ccNK4KstGI5cPwK3hyWzh41Gbsj-2FYnAGSEAPV8azlsLhaLjOEWMbtyTdE-2FQPZbO-2BboiLyxfzgBkQ63njMp-2FTY4ioK28xZSiJClOxj8uY2JIHVvwuzGb44ZLk11soBxh427yDV-2FZi74b83asMdH80zHQyvThwr3UqkFtqMPNgJigh5DjpsuMjdZD
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.irwnA1ZB8N-2BHNL3jUmYY-2BIEmOE3l7xBsu-2BvxRgZajq0Pe3qhHZzFBpqSRcyiPPa63-Gh_NTfd1z6-2FLsfsfrCw9ZfxeiYx-2BihpdECsklLSWlCcjpNIgQCPyZvj9-2B06hadgXc4woms-2F193gNYmE0KXSwE3G-2BNVj-2Bm0WBrINnxwBCL1rreNXoTQgtATT6fZDwRpKxtlyaxnK3l0YFaremY5Ak7zgbdmOHgxSVjCYPweTRQUg0t18aqVC8pcl4RpuGhXzsqrF2mvKgLXd4P27Qsv6Har7QXKkxVYiS7t9-2F3QvjXeSlF-2FSA09AMwr5BIn34DoXHlXylGVcljOtJPAZsY5i0k3B93OCMJJaoRHAmX-2F5-2BB-2FEHWyeNunWr7Tx4JA6KMoPEwl8BqRVy91tVM-2F0COvGx8ul9TiWpJA0mofTCeJk9xWUnYxrDNw1cPgCouvXGcPoagrbQeK4kM1Mk3HCZUiqpkpansxOawgyruF0zgh5mUxWH1e2AZyB3WA17KzJp0aK0isNg87PZXKqbNc4PylS-2BSLTMUVvMQ2kOyy9SZ1NI-2FDuSC3bQ9fWEN-2BpxkYf9x9OGyYtrWM0yKTM2bfJ18-2FuTzNaJgY5Rs5HR1OL2u-2Begsxm-2FxFLscLEyPLoBDEFhf4UUnnbvs6IQKwzsvzOWfZ3RSZLMRV0zlDShxlDbF4DonuMG5GZOqjDPmQJlTQR-2BBaDAkzyLIdQBR0j18MABMpRJ5og1HTnHjeWBGWiON6Tg-2FDTaRduWjbHmxp9y2Gictvq7qJ5Jj-2ByOrZEbk3mB1tnP8Pxou196DpRKEW5yjhjb0-2BoBUMlTW92FKHIRJbVbG34wBdxQstGoUfIpRnlbrF-2FmcHm-2Bg-2FtQSW3yO-2FFOhCg8F7Y-2B88wCg3FgjPDh2yfMJlDAEqt
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.irwnA1ZB8N-2BHNL3jUmYY-2BP-2FIDw7VNntrTNQwOxWf7z0UZvPHm9O11yfTv1AExSc4gJWn_NTfd1z6-2FLsfsfrCw9ZfxeiYx-2BihpdECsklLSWlCcjpNIgQCPyZvj9-2B06hadgXc4woms-2F193gNYmE0KXSwE3G-2BNVj-2Bm0WBrINnxwBCL1rreNXoTQgtATT6fZDwRpKxtlyaxnK3l0YFaremY5Ak7zgbdmOHgxSVjCYPweTRQUg0t18aqVC8pcl4RpuGhXzsqrF2mvKgLXd4P27Qsv6Har7QXKkxVYiS7t9-2F3QvjXeSlF-2FSA09AMwr5BIn34DoXHlXylGVcljOtJPAZsY5i0k3B93OCMJJaoRHAmX-2F5-2BB-2FEHWyeNunWr7Tx4JA6KMoPEwl8BqRVy91tVM-2F0COvGx8ul9TiWpJA0mofTCeJk9xWUnYxrDNw1cPgCouvXGcPoagrbQeK4kM1Mk3HCZUiqpkpansxOawgyruF0zgh5mUxWH1e2AZyB3WA17KzJp0aK0isNg87PZXKqbNc4PylS-2BSLTMUVvMQ2kOyy9SZ1NI-2FDuSC3bQ9fWEN-2BpxkYf9x9OGyYtrWM0yKTM2bfJ18-2FuTzNaJgY5Rs5HR1OL2u-2Begsxm-2FxFLscLEyPLoBDEFhf4UUnnbvs6IQKwzsvzOWfZ3RSZLMRV0zlDShxlDbF4DonuMG5FB7HkSRokve-2FIwYwlg79nbZUBU14x0aTKp1hyw9To5-2BPNpILNz5bisRgQ1SpKoYFG8YYeyVZYvG0H2lpH7Q0z64fDx5w7r3aiQ5rkipxzP8c-2F1fXqctTqr5L60uuULC6zCpGsR81DirjEH2ThOkOSGcbCg6nGok0QjtbgpIVEDTF8sg8uy8QQUINMSvR-2FVuTD4xj8CcmX7XmROprwqu-2FLG
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.irwnA1ZB8N-2BHNL3jUmYY-2BHSOg-2F7nSeQz9Hyv-2FYOWMTQ-2FgZp76jD9PVM7RQu4yHqumjGw_NTfd1z6-2FLsfsfrCw9ZfxeiYx-2BihpdECsklLSWlCcjpNIgQCPyZvj9-2B06hadgXc4woms-2F193gNYmE0KXSwE3G-2BNVj-2Bm0WBrINnxwBCL1rreNXoTQgtATT6fZDwRpKxtlyaxnK3l0YFaremY5Ak7zgbdmOHgxSVjCYPweTRQUg0t18aqVC8pcl4RpuGhXzsqrF2mvKgLXd4P27Qsv6Har7QXKkxVYiS7t9-2F3QvjXeSlF-2FSA09AMwr5BIn34DoXHlXylGVcljOtJPAZsY5i0k3B93OCMJJaoRHAmX-2F5-2BB-2FEHWyeNunWr7Tx4JA6KMoPEwl8BqRVy91tVM-2F0COvGx8ul9TiWpJA0mofTCeJk9xWUnYxrDNw1cPgCouvXGcPoagrbQeK4kM1Mk3HCZUiqpkpansxOawgyruF0zgh5mUxWH1e2AZyB3WA17KzJp0aK0isNg87PZXKqbNc4PylS-2BSLTMUVvMQ2kOyy9SZ1NI-2FDuSC3bQ9fWEN-2BpxkYf9x9OGyYtrWM0yKTM2bfJ18-2FuTzNaJgY5Rs5HR1OL2u-2Begsxm-2FxFLscLEyPLoBDEFhf4UUnnbvs6IQKwzsvzOWfZ3RSZLMRV0zlDShxlDbF4DonuMG5FP1ghsfkHtCxOMWDfEAIqbYZKTXNRAoSlidwFMpKiEyjVqN7Pvt8-2FuZYnqARPn6tHl9rmECzfWNzLX6rk2wBlgQQFgZ4GPdNT6FGS1B4LJKwId1R6AkfY1h6gJR7hjZm-2Fm3Yw9xiuPdUnROlP7VCy5GlIDMGwjWtvR5DjR8EpHby7vyReEbz82SslSS5yaIAtKD8hSURV7Jvzv1lXvgMKb
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.irwnA1ZB8N-2BHNL3jUmYY-2BJlOx5QUU4YyPu8VaDJg6oFmHrOoRKkNf2YnoPrVhoJzQ5jS_NTfd1z6-2FLsfsfrCw9ZfxeiYx-2BihpdECsklLSWlCcjpNIgQCPyZvj9-2B06hadgXc4woms-2F193gNYmE0KXSwE3G-2BNVj-2Bm0WBrINnxwBCL1rreNXoTQgtATT6fZDwRpKxtlyaxnK3l0YFaremY5Ak7zgbdmOHgxSVjCYPweTRQUg0t18aqVC8pcl4RpuGhXzsqrF2mvKgLXd4P27Qsv6Har7QXKkxVYiS7t9-2F3QvjXeSlF-2FSA09AMwr5BIn34DoXHlXylGVcljOtJPAZsY5i0k3B93OCMJJaoRHAmX-2F5-2BB-2FEHWyeNunWr7Tx4JA6KMoPEwl8BqRVy91tVM-2F0COvGx8ul9TiWpJA0mofTCeJk9xWUnYxrDNw1cPgCouvXGcPoagrbQeK4kM1Mk3HCZUiqpkpansxOawgyruF0zgh5mUxWH1e2AZyB3WA17KzJp0aK0isNg87PZXKqbNc4PylS-2BSLTMUVvMQ2kOyy9SZ1NI-2FDuSC3bQ9fWEN-2BpxkYf9x9OGyYtrWM0yKTM2bfJ18-2FuTzNaJgY5Rs5HR1OL2u-2Begsxm-2FxFLscLEyPLoBDEFhf4UUnnbvs6IQKwzsvzOWfZ3RSZLMRV0zlDShxlDbF4DonuMG5Gb0edXWUBUAoZtvzp17n71QlBFv-2BWJzMjuHX5jaVGSO8HahFvEoCVpC71hqh-2B4Ga6PMOtlEORisKhpIfMluAuPoDrh42klGVQ1igh4UMRm8gf2-2Btmk-2BVjcIy3fCQGppzUNZ9l9Ektp-2FmkIuyCWiBv9fpRorBqSHpIIGnotidwxQmj3898kgwS06YB9LCj4lcdZln-2B476krvRvDjl6zbwPZ
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.irwnA1ZB8N-2BHNL3jUmYY-2BMR87M-2Fc1KtTC-2BQa4-2FGoa44P1k3BJ-2FxgsjSG2S3ZWCmqy4KeOqc7Udvck97-2BugFCUKY6Qima98ldVD-2B4HnanZNF-2FChJyJjQCOYvGnH94s-2B7hkEegFnFxfhqh7Y5D1rPFWw-3D-3DgvMF_NTfd1z6-2FLsfsfrCw9ZfxeiYx-2BihpdECsklLSWlCcjpNIgQCPyZvj9-2B06hadgXc4woms-2F193gNYmE0KXSwE3G-2BNVj-2Bm0WBrINnxwBCL1rreNXoTQgtATT6fZDwRpKxtlyaxnK3l0YFaremY5Ak7zgbdmOHgxSVjCYPweTRQUg0t18aqVC8pcl4RpuGhXzsqrF2mvKgLXd4P27Qsv6Har7QXKkxVYiS7t9-2F3QvjXeSlF-2FSA09AMwr5BIn34DoXHlXylGVcljOtJPAZsY5i0k3B93OCMJJaoRHAmX-2F5-2BB-2FEHWyeNunWr7Tx4JA6KMoPEwl8BqRVy91tVM-2F0COvGx8ul9TiWpJA0mofTCeJk9xWUnYxrDNw1cPgCouvXGcPoagrbQeK4kM1Mk3HCZUiqpkpansxOawgyruF0zgh5mUxWH1e2AZyB3WA17KzJp0aK0isNg87PZXKqbNc4PylS-2BSLTMUVvMQ2kOyy9SZ1NI-2FDuSC3bQ9fWEN-2BpxkYf9x9OGyYtrWM0yKTM2bfJ18-2FuTzNaJgY5Rs5HR1OL2u-2Begsxm-2FxFLscLEyPLoBDEFhf4UUnnbvs6IQKwzsvzOWfZ3RSZLMRV0zlDShxlDbF4DonuMG5HLQwg6NyKWwjaSDTOYV-2FW8zmf4a7azqtuFK-2FukkdFHEC0epQfA7ewzYMUXLeTrs8y4HQpAwbYvCjLOHAF5nEvm3gRqbPy-2F-2F-2FLnLBeSGXO7ZnxiAVDdTW5cwBEp5dfSon1ECPSXxb5iEbLClEN5-2FqC-2BRch9njMoacKrWuNYZc-2F0GQZNj6Bve5CFBWjNKAeNgHH9LFiDs48kqOtqVCMvTIt1
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.irwnA1ZB8N-2BHNL3jUmYY-2BMR87M-2Fc1KtTC-2BQa4-2FGoa467lf3PLtlKB0sNcwQY2GEpCvIBHtteRCm-2BWjR5HeR49d45QWfZ9xXZGJX6wzseItxsnpdfOEo3s78N9h4-2BYYR7QZcweq-2FknooUeGloS062Ug-3D-3Dyj2J_NTfd1z6-2FLsfsfrCw9ZfxeiYx-2BihpdECsklLSWlCcjpNIgQCPyZvj9-2B06hadgXc4woms-2F193gNYmE0KXSwE3G-2BNVj-2Bm0WBrINnxwBCL1rreNXoTQgtATT6fZDwRpKxtlyaxnK3l0YFaremY5Ak7zgbdmOHgxSVjCYPweTRQUg0t18aqVC8pcl4RpuGhXzsqrF2mvKgLXd4P27Qsv6Har7QXKkxVYiS7t9-2F3QvjXeSlF-2FSA09AMwr5BIn34DoXHlXylGVcljOtJPAZsY5i0k3B93OCMJJaoRHAmX-2F5-2BB-2FEHWyeNunWr7Tx4JA6KMoPEwl8BqRVy91tVM-2F0COvGx8ul9TiWpJA0mofTCeJk9xWUnYxrDNw1cPgCouvXGcPoagrbQeK4kM1Mk3HCZUiqpkpansxOawgyruF0zgh5mUxWH1e2AZyB3WA17KzJp0aK0isNg87PZXKqbNc4PylS-2BSLTMUVvMQ2kOyy9SZ1NI-2FDuSC3bQ9fWEN-2BpxkYf9x9OGyYtrWM0yKTM2bfJ18-2FuTzNaJgY5Rs5HR1OL2u-2Begsxm-2FxFLscLEyPLoBDEFhf4UUnnbvs6IQKwzsvzOWfZ3RSZLMRV0zlDShxlDbF4DonuMG5FLvKxM82nZyPBBxBt3evTpNiyf1mHTIVgvCCqztXuFeEcfjsy5dJZbpOXQ9Ou1U-2Bk6N3cPJMoGcm7HSK8pljR82aonZwDAtD-2Bgq-2BU-2F3J9DlPWlaj5Ln9F9T1vP46XOu8OGx57kzbbxsYTTTMSnFpSsbp4qFLtYT0VS-2BFNBYiNlyZ4RbTZtccCHs7099RAWkNCOwM8696QN4q2XZAgsuOD6


books are Struggle Makes Us Human: Learning from Movements for Socialism
and (with Noam Chomsky) The Withdrawal: Iraq, Libya, Afghanistan, and the
Fragility of U.S. Power.

Source: Globetrotter
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