
POEM: The Vrije Universiteit And
South Africa,  From 1880 To The
Present And Towards The Future:
Images, Practice And Policies

The Vrije Universiteit (Amsterdam) and South Africa share a
long history together, dating back to as early as 1880. At
times this history has been a turbulent one. The year 1994
marked the beginning of a new period in the relationship
between the VU and South Africa. Currently, nearly all VU-
faculties  are  actively  cooperating  with  South  African
colleagues.  But  what  type  of  academic  knowledge  and
cooperation is the ‘new’ South Africa actually waiting for?
Gerrit Schutte, supported by the Faculty of Arts, together

with Savusa (South Africa – Vrije Universiteit – Strategic Alliances) organised a
mini-conference in October 2004 (called a Publication Oriented Expert Meeting or
‘POEM’ in Savusa jargon). The purpose of this POEM was to look at the future of
the relationship between the VU and South Africa, and to investigate whether
further continuation or even expansion of the relationship would be in the interest
of both VU and South African academics.
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Now online:

Albert Grundlingh – Some Trends In South African Academic History: Changing
Contexts And Challenges. (incl. the Introduction of the Proceedings by Harry Wels
and Gerrit Schutte)
Tom Lodge – Political Studies In South Africa. A Personal Perspective.
Ena Jansen – A ‘new’ literature.
Flip Smit – ‘New’ Scientific Practice In South Africa With Special Reference To
Land Reform.
Gerrit  J.  Schutte  –  The  Vrije  Universiteit  and  South  Africa:  125  years  of
sentiments and good faith
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