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12-18-2024  ~  The  fight  over  health  care  in  the  U.S.  is  about  competing
narratives: profit-making versus collective well-being. We need to articulate a
publicly funded solution now—before corporate spin silences us.

The December 4 killing of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson and the public
outrage over the state of healthcare it  sparked, is a tale of many competing
narratives:  the killer’s  story,  the public’s  story,  the industry’s  story,  and the
politicians’ and punditocracy’s story. Which one wins out determines whether the
United States ultimately replaces the healthcare system we know with a publicly
funded version or continues to accept the flawed one we have.

Sweep away all the news spin, and at its heart, Brian Thompson’s killing has
highlighted two crucial narratives, the first of which is that armed violence is a
way to solve problems. Guns are a force so ubiquitous in our society today that we
have become collectively numb to their destruction. It is a uniquely American act
of desperation aimed at the industry that only someone like Mangione could be
lionized for.

Secondly, the long-overdue prevailing story emerging from the incident is the
injustice baked into our healthcare system that leaves nearly no one in the nation
untouched.

The story that has yet to be embraced collectively is what a systemic solution to
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the crisis looks like. That solution must center on publicly-funded healthcare and
a complete dismantling of the insurance industry.

Luigi Mangione, arrested after a days-long manhunt, hardly fits the profile of a
vulnerable member of society wronged by Big Health Insurance. White, male,
physically fit (other than the debilitating back pain he appears to have recently
suffered), born into privilege, and sporting a head of thick hair and a winning
smile, he is a man whose political leanings don’t fit neatly into boxes that allow
either the left or the right to unequivocally claim him or damn him. And yet he is
just about the only archetype of a CEO-killer able to provoke the sort of public
admiration in our white supremacist patriarchal world that Robin Hood would
have been envious of.

I suspect that, like me, many people of color breathed a sigh of relief that the
alleged killer wasn’t a Brown or Black man, or an undocumented immigrant. If he
were any of those things, the narrative of a CEO’s murder would have been less
about the CEO and more about the murderer. White men are allowed the space to
be flawed human beings. Their motivations and mental health are interrogated
since their race and gender absolve them of anything else. The “ideal hero” did
the quintessentially American deed.

The fact that the CEO-killer wrote the words “deny,” “defend,” and “depose,”on
bullet  casings—words  often  used  to  describe  the  health  insurance  industry’s
tactics—made it clear from the outside that this was an act meant to tell a story:
that a death-dealing industry governed by wealthy corporate fat cats deserves to
be dismantled, that its time has come, that its leaders need to be taken down.

The  killer  struck  a  chord  so  deep  that  the  industry  and  the  punditocracy
supporting it didn’t have time to articulate a counternarrative before many among
the public began celebrating the cold-blooded murder. Americans began rooting
for a man who carried out the ultimate revenge fantasy of anyone who’s ever been
denied coverage. “Wanted” posters for other healthcare CEOs emerged on the
streets  of  New  York  City,  for  “denying  medical  care  for  corporate  profit.”
Comments  filled  with  deep  satisfaction  and  biting  sarcasm over  Thompson’s
killing appeared on Reddit boards. Merchandise inspired by the words on the
bullet casings sold on retail  websites such as Amazon. Ballads were sung on
TikTok.
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Stories are powerful. They can move us into action—individual vigilante violence
or collective movement building toward solutions that benefit us all.

For decades, counternarratives by pro-industry groups kept us paralyzed into
inaction. For example, 15 years ago, when the nation had the chance to rid itself
of parasitic health insurance companies, a vocal “astroturf” group called the Tea
Party, parading as a grassroots formation, stymied President Barack Obama’s
attempt to fundamentally reform healthcare. Obama didn’t even back the best
alternative—Medicare for all—and only went as far as proposing a “public option”
to private health insurance, where people could buy into publicly funded health
plans. The then-president explained that with a public option, “no government
bureaucrat or insurance company bureaucrat gets between you and the coverage
that you need.”

Republicans, centrist Democrats, and their well-funded proxies fought back hard
with powerful narratives, making wild claims about government “death panels,”
and killed the public option. The version of the Affordable Care Act that ultimately
passed was a gift to the insurance industry with a few bright spots, such as the
end of “pre-existing conditions” as a basis for price hikes. The story that private,
for-profit health insurance is superior to publicly funded healthcare won out. It
was such a powerful tale that the health insurance industry had us rooting for the
profits of billionaires and against our own interests.

Now, a CEO is dead, allegedly at the hands of a telegenic white shooter, in an act
that has seemingly broken our collective psychosis. Many claim the murder is
merely retaliation for the untold numbers killed by health insurance denials of
care.  Thompson’s  death  has  unleashed  countless  horror  stories  about  the
industry’s predations, while the response of wealthy executives and defenders of
the industry has been, well,  pathetic. UnitedHealth Group CEO Andrew Witty
wrote in a New York Times op-ed, “No one would design a system like the one we
have,” and still he offered nothing more than greater transparency in how denials
are decided upon rather than pledging to reduce or eliminate denials of coverage.

Peter Thiel, billionaire and co-founder of PayPal, spent ten seconds sweating and
thinking of a response to a question about public glee over the CEO’s killing
before making an incoherent and nonsensical statement.

This is a moment like no other, an opportunity to rewrite the narratives around

https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.irwnA1ZB8N-2BHNL3jUmYY-2BLfZU9NcjFD0jlR7gN19N3Wor3P23Rg11boNvRDhZ15OhovVB-2BrJFd0Xc6ANQx3Ndw-3D-3DD9Y6_NTfd1z6-2FLsfsfrCw9ZfxeiYx-2BihpdECsklLSWlCcjpNIgQCPyZvj9-2B06hadgXc4woms-2F193gNYmE0KXSwE3G-2BKN3nsnjSJWX5PhalsXIYMvxbsPsjWe7ZTCGTEdIfp77uVwVA6kwM-2FUr5QqdqxePvmUaNJ1AZoBJQGHjoTxPnzBnXdWWTgdVIr6C3PIN42y6tHJhUXxKmQ-2F2yUDnjG57ix-2BpUm9-2Fsc8yHNmS-2FpXCtBqqTXX60pXu1De08TwCH8SUD5nqHHq4FJOnzD8Jup-2Bp0bHLqCU9GnrXmCoLIfN-2BAVOn8o4VL-2FSlQXdouMTPTWdCz8JNxIwt9F7yOVKmVGGO8Mein2hOPcjUi32vhfhDv-2FgIqR-2FK3H650S8boi52U6GSb6CrfOzwUfLhiwX7-2FzJy1Worbp7h-2BsgEyAyDutOrJq7Jqm9OAFZUq5z6DhjC59Bh1xUQgrFXTcNR50EWyA04FZ7fQWdoXEpzWRZngt0XBb5IIw7iZGlsM8cUN0xtpONbxgEKj1BRhgSMEzjrefaNufwtbWObiAPAdUTkhz5DopEkHn4MezrL2Wed3r27OhWxy-2FmpfWbtCG3y2AQVkAu4VfmEx1m9kX3KSQSlDLUXxAq9IgdE8uA1a6JjKtv0FhBkc6wlfqGMNLnWkjzlncLdeSLLdN3Ml1hT7e8mh60afbyXWApKKxcV5D-2FKgg8ynCuek42OWzP1Zpo4wnOtQZlqNiPPqpR7E0sEJaqZK1J4QRjijS-2Bd8dmkV-2BGgPi4zcNpM9eGOGm1UzJMClj2ACwmg6ZEv-2FFPKFBO7u3mTZeCKKSc-3D
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.irwnA1ZB8N-2BHNL3jUmYY-2BBru0c8qpHL7ZDUzwT0fkAPj8Eg9Sgub2vB2UEaf6yQ59XYos6QK-2FYTamwdOYvYMBsGgT6l8OUz-2B0YEdS5aBT-2Btj0cNjQWGYPAqg5SaHD0LBRPA__NTfd1z6-2FLsfsfrCw9ZfxeiYx-2BihpdECsklLSWlCcjpNIgQCPyZvj9-2B06hadgXc4woms-2F193gNYmE0KXSwE3G-2BKN3nsnjSJWX5PhalsXIYMvxbsPsjWe7ZTCGTEdIfp77uVwVA6kwM-2FUr5QqdqxePvmUaNJ1AZoBJQGHjoTxPnzBnXdWWTgdVIr6C3PIN42y6tHJhUXxKmQ-2F2yUDnjG57ix-2BpUm9-2Fsc8yHNmS-2FpXCtBqqTXX60pXu1De08TwCH8SUD5nqHHq4FJOnzD8Jup-2Bp0bHLqCU9GnrXmCoLIfN-2BAVOn8o4VL-2FSlQXdouMTPTWdCz8JNxIwt9F7yOVKmVGGO8Mein2hOPcjUi32vhfhDv-2FgIqR-2FK3H650S8boi52U6GSb6CrfOzwUfLhiwX7-2FzJy1Worbp7h-2BsgEyAyDutOrJq7Jqm9OAFZUq5z6DhjC59Bh1xUQgrFXTcNR50EWyA04FZ7fQWdoXEpzWRZngt0XBb5IIw7iZGlsM8cUN0xtpONbxgEKj1BRhgSMEzjrefaNufwtbWObiAPAdUTkhz5DopEkHn4MezrL2Wed3r27OhWxy-2FmpfWbtCG3y2AQVkAu4VXiBXAnLx6fQCmw8CsJ0zlzh89ucVadU1cGYj1sQySWH0XotW9jymFFM7V9EoZGlhcEqklOAKOnF2ar8YRf1cvBJaJPf-2BCaXpvYyS5xJGXcv7ZgKxatEFLqhUfihOYgDK28MdeORmyvMzFEA3cvnkpOkAErHk-2FgNTkplKgMxhDUd-2FPbKrLwiZuPJlI0C87ktWfwltg-2FwmkyYYbG3KyDYfxw-3D
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.irwnA1ZB8N-2BHNL3jUmYY-2BCg57Jdlm8x9EFCFj3L14X3WPkhBxFeU05PxOiMHScbek5MnXJjIadYvA7-2FqFC96f-2FajNX2XbaB7mMVk6MZiKM5WKAVFLCcd-2F9-2B5SFOajR6ji-2BXnYV-2F3Wi5LWuJnjKYVHA-3D-3DmlmO_NTfd1z6-2FLsfsfrCw9ZfxeiYx-2BihpdECsklLSWlCcjpNIgQCPyZvj9-2B06hadgXc4woms-2F193gNYmE0KXSwE3G-2BKN3nsnjSJWX5PhalsXIYMvxbsPsjWe7ZTCGTEdIfp77uVwVA6kwM-2FUr5QqdqxePvmUaNJ1AZoBJQGHjoTxPnzBnXdWWTgdVIr6C3PIN42y6tHJhUXxKmQ-2F2yUDnjG57ix-2BpUm9-2Fsc8yHNmS-2FpXCtBqqTXX60pXu1De08TwCH8SUD5nqHHq4FJOnzD8Jup-2Bp0bHLqCU9GnrXmCoLIfN-2BAVOn8o4VL-2FSlQXdouMTPTWdCz8JNxIwt9F7yOVKmVGGO8Mein2hOPcjUi32vhfhDv-2FgIqR-2FK3H650S8boi52U6GSb6CrfOzwUfLhiwX7-2FzJy1Worbp7h-2BsgEyAyDutOrJq7Jqm9OAFZUq5z6DhjC59Bh1xUQgrFXTcNR50EWyA04FZ7fQWdoXEpzWRZngt0XBb5IIw7iZGlsM8cUN0xtpONbxgEKj1BRhgSMEzjrefaNufwtbWObiAPAdUTkhz5DopEkHn4MezrL2Wed3r27OhWxy-2FmpfWbtCG3y2AQVkAu4VXCIuWpMSdHFbueuHk31KH-2FdWYy30C5dhhpzOMB0eK6PIwBi5Cn1HDgNKiJSiH3fecneQZKAxrCGUWaY9oHqBLHJrPrLT7c4wb4AsUSTvwFcLRSmo7GCS1x82HNbcxvqJ6SohQ9gikVWMa89PIdlmkIPnFj9-2BNSux5ljMPIlBEvvaH0Rc-2Fsw964Hml5c-2BEkqhxWDEZooIJ1HKG7Z-2Fx3JTRA-3D
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.irwnA1ZB8N-2BHNL3jUmYY-2BC1KfrrxQV2sHqioH3pAab19oRNArmlqUs6M7V2azntaQwZT-2F3GRsSr4L2XHYqsQLHvwUjzn3u2AwbrjfOb-2BQxxvVIfYOPR3kolaryZebKP0CZc-2Fj5Fsd6tfOlOCkhjJ6Q-3D-3Dl2je_NTfd1z6-2FLsfsfrCw9ZfxeiYx-2BihpdECsklLSWlCcjpNIgQCPyZvj9-2B06hadgXc4woms-2F193gNYmE0KXSwE3G-2BKN3nsnjSJWX5PhalsXIYMvxbsPsjWe7ZTCGTEdIfp77uVwVA6kwM-2FUr5QqdqxePvmUaNJ1AZoBJQGHjoTxPnzBnXdWWTgdVIr6C3PIN42y6tHJhUXxKmQ-2F2yUDnjG57ix-2BpUm9-2Fsc8yHNmS-2FpXCtBqqTXX60pXu1De08TwCH8SUD5nqHHq4FJOnzD8Jup-2Bp0bHLqCU9GnrXmCoLIfN-2BAVOn8o4VL-2FSlQXdouMTPTWdCz8JNxIwt9F7yOVKmVGGO8Mein2hOPcjUi32vhfhDv-2FgIqR-2FK3H650S8boi52U6GSb6CrfOzwUfLhiwX7-2FzJy1Worbp7h-2BsgEyAyDutOrJq7Jqm9OAFZUq5z6DhjC59Bh1xUQgrFXTcNR50EWyA04FZ7fQWdoXEpzWRZngt0XBb5IIw7iZGlsM8cUN0xtpONbxgEKj1BRhgSMEzjrefaNufwtbWObiAPAdUTkhz5DopEkHn4MezrL2Wed3r27OhWxy-2FmpfWbtCG3y2AQVkAu4VZpqnnGX8TQCKbs09avmN2IQJPKwP50r-2B3hlCEUJcErVWY5o7C8EYX1HhLz4OpuyKbBDJnEguoSwKGbgQLzA9HO4c7RhJTpKR8bSqDqG4m2BBvcxfnQP6NOQQKvrKGP8hS3NoXPr4ILZMCS2eRO4LcbQegVWp7RoatacmSOQGM7aJz2Vibhh5XQ-2FF-2BTx5nNH5v0qTxZOXC-2BO9JGLJTL4I8I-3D
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.irwnA1ZB8N-2BHNL3jUmYY-2BK-2BKMyeBHx98zRNK6j-2FvmZYG8aFkkurWqpFDikMb-2BSyCFEHRAnxpLKLCzO7lJ4pDPr6ZeG5zNIX3-2FdCDjWUAypSErbIzpqNwcGVwGIU8sk5el522_NTfd1z6-2FLsfsfrCw9ZfxeiYx-2BihpdECsklLSWlCcjpNIgQCPyZvj9-2B06hadgXc4woms-2F193gNYmE0KXSwE3G-2BKN3nsnjSJWX5PhalsXIYMvxbsPsjWe7ZTCGTEdIfp77uVwVA6kwM-2FUr5QqdqxePvmUaNJ1AZoBJQGHjoTxPnzBnXdWWTgdVIr6C3PIN42y6tHJhUXxKmQ-2F2yUDnjG57ix-2BpUm9-2Fsc8yHNmS-2FpXCtBqqTXX60pXu1De08TwCH8SUD5nqHHq4FJOnzD8Jup-2Bp0bHLqCU9GnrXmCoLIfN-2BAVOn8o4VL-2FSlQXdouMTPTWdCz8JNxIwt9F7yOVKmVGGO8Mein2hOPcjUi32vhfhDv-2FgIqR-2FK3H650S8boi52U6GSb6CrfOzwUfLhiwX7-2FzJy1Worbp7h-2BsgEyAyDutOrJq7Jqm9OAFZUq5z6DhjC59Bh1xUQgrFXTcNR50EWyA04FZ7fQWdoXEpzWRZngt0XBb5IIw7iZGlsM8cUN0xtpONbxgEKj1BRhgSMEzjrefaNufwtbWObiAPAdUTkhz5DopEkHn4MezrL2Wed3r27OhWxy-2FmpfWbtCG3y2AQVkAu4VYEO6SMxYyP-2FTTjbKd5L7SaeG187XZs6vYTRkGnRGCFKbGYak-2Fl-2Bwu6svlVSpM5o7q8MyEfzPdB7i8NWjXGRbVJcnb8HDbxz3cBuekMdmOmDZAvYadeeCyRVLnYu-2BLX2Lvs-2ByPRQE7XkszaFAS2uB9tOZRKI8OC8Zta8x2MWhucZ8P1w5lphB-2FGHjmnWBKSWj50aK96CnEGGd4REWSEoPRQ-3D
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.irwnA1ZB8N-2BHNL3jUmYY-2BAaCzgtkxaxWRTiWQ9gayIUzbq-2Fmclae-2BBEtJs0zKB4p0Tc3MzcvCAk4iGNzZmD5w8sXPZHcFZnG2Rr-2B2jahLoAE42oWUfrUkWDLjOdoR-2BUXVaEE_NTfd1z6-2FLsfsfrCw9ZfxeiYx-2BihpdECsklLSWlCcjpNIgQCPyZvj9-2B06hadgXc4woms-2F193gNYmE0KXSwE3G-2BKN3nsnjSJWX5PhalsXIYMvxbsPsjWe7ZTCGTEdIfp77uVwVA6kwM-2FUr5QqdqxePvmUaNJ1AZoBJQGHjoTxPnzBnXdWWTgdVIr6C3PIN42y6tHJhUXxKmQ-2F2yUDnjG57ix-2BpUm9-2Fsc8yHNmS-2FpXCtBqqTXX60pXu1De08TwCH8SUD5nqHHq4FJOnzD8Jup-2Bp0bHLqCU9GnrXmCoLIfN-2BAVOn8o4VL-2FSlQXdouMTPTWdCz8JNxIwt9F7yOVKmVGGO8Mein2hOPcjUi32vhfhDv-2FgIqR-2FK3H650S8boi52U6GSb6CrfOzwUfLhiwX7-2FzJy1Worbp7h-2BsgEyAyDutOrJq7Jqm9OAFZUq5z6DhjC59Bh1xUQgrFXTcNR50EWyA04FZ7fQWdoXEpzWRZngt0XBb5IIw7iZGlsM8cUN0xtpONbxgEKj1BRhgSMEzjrefaNufwtbWObiAPAdUTkhz5DopEkHn4MezrL2Wed3r27OhWxy-2FmpfWbtCG3y2AQVkAu4VaXBn5KnQc3sDsTkGtWjVgwgGkaYQW4GYv0RKBVfmmJaxS0FqkMP9TJAUIMQQBII1-2FvseJHV94pocm4P2EOVzFA6iS7mC8qSPz0XkFGmhMzNM5kMFqJXTkpvNwAdKAeCyNJTXwTP90khlYwBC3EHIUcokGWmuhPvBSkS-2Bvv5pZ10PXvqI0E-2FioDMxDnEaBKYG-2F1dvbv4WH7cplS5TCOIKnw-3D
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.irwnA1ZB8N-2BHNL3jUmYY-2BDNu8lhAMG9r-2BsTpO8DX-2Fo2-2B-2Bjw4U8-2BHO2-2Fh1B4-2Bj39jp0UrwOcHrK8zhfyYN1TIKeBw6WeabUS-2BpW9ZwDMPIhmYrR8mAnAF0nr3uaZDtKJk_KEM_NTfd1z6-2FLsfsfrCw9ZfxeiYx-2BihpdECsklLSWlCcjpNIgQCPyZvj9-2B06hadgXc4woms-2F193gNYmE0KXSwE3G-2BKN3nsnjSJWX5PhalsXIYMvxbsPsjWe7ZTCGTEdIfp77uVwVA6kwM-2FUr5QqdqxePvmUaNJ1AZoBJQGHjoTxPnzBnXdWWTgdVIr6C3PIN42y6tHJhUXxKmQ-2F2yUDnjG57ix-2BpUm9-2Fsc8yHNmS-2FpXCtBqqTXX60pXu1De08TwCH8SUD5nqHHq4FJOnzD8Jup-2Bp0bHLqCU9GnrXmCoLIfN-2BAVOn8o4VL-2FSlQXdouMTPTWdCz8JNxIwt9F7yOVKmVGGO8Mein2hOPcjUi32vhfhDv-2FgIqR-2FK3H650S8boi52U6GSb6CrfOzwUfLhiwX7-2FzJy1Worbp7h-2BsgEyAyDutOrJq7Jqm9OAFZUq5z6DhjC59Bh1xUQgrFXTcNR50EWyA04FZ7fQWdoXEpzWRZngt0XBb5IIw7iZGlsM8cUN0xtpONbxgEKj1BRhgSMEzjrefaNufwtbWObiAPAdUTkhz5DopEkHn4MezrL2Wed3r27OhWxy-2FmpfWbtCG3y2AQVkAu4VQQunnHvXjrcr-2FcSXOXwAZb7AMn2e-2BK2fvtOwgGOyGucKJCk06mCzAjP-2BzM9dHuQbC7VwkqHdl7CqEoHuzEpzKM-2FMQU8fdaQ2DPIlUlxfGM8w3EIrOqNMTa4Z-2B-2BBU4-2Bi4WYSqGPh4PBqLkIY8kr1jISFcDBI6hhikM2DCf23WhEQuw5koN7Il9YncrVQ9yUOc2KFgrZyrlGf7hzMNUdSrOY-3D
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.irwnA1ZB8N-2BHNL3jUmYY-2BC1KfrrxQV2sHqioH3pAab2IMi-2BumLsnmwqNByd6senrvaKUE4JkkMzp2x4QO3VrGULYMRiH1zkx6Yr3Q1hluE5J7FywOzjAAjVCyOSQAuBv52MY_NTfd1z6-2FLsfsfrCw9ZfxeiYx-2BihpdECsklLSWlCcjpNIgQCPyZvj9-2B06hadgXc4woms-2F193gNYmE0KXSwE3G-2BKN3nsnjSJWX5PhalsXIYMvxbsPsjWe7ZTCGTEdIfp77uVwVA6kwM-2FUr5QqdqxePvmUaNJ1AZoBJQGHjoTxPnzBnXdWWTgdVIr6C3PIN42y6tHJhUXxKmQ-2F2yUDnjG57ix-2BpUm9-2Fsc8yHNmS-2FpXCtBqqTXX60pXu1De08TwCH8SUD5nqHHq4FJOnzD8Jup-2Bp0bHLqCU9GnrXmCoLIfN-2BAVOn8o4VL-2FSlQXdouMTPTWdCz8JNxIwt9F7yOVKmVGGO8Mein2hOPcjUi32vhfhDv-2FgIqR-2FK3H650S8boi52U6GSb6CrfOzwUfLhiwX7-2FzJy1Worbp7h-2BsgEyAyDutOrJq7Jqm9OAFZUq5z6DhjC59Bh1xUQgrFXTcNR50EWyA04FZ7fQWdoXEpzWRZngt0XBb5IIw7iZGlsM8cUN0xtpONbxgEKj1BRhgSMEzjrefaNufwtbWObiAPAdUTkhz5DopEkHn4MezrL2Wed3r27OhWxy-2FmpfWbtCG3y2AQVkAu4VSjrN3jndTn19GXlnhu4vqdk1seTNUKcqSNZr6LufhYNATi0757alQNUljhw5vwnOQtk0Xs5Ketatx7uQ8IeVGD1KSHMLfAXbValg6zo3c6cENQ-2BA4C3Bu0SoQdWarNoj49qVFTkP4NMN6cGJgPe6dRce22B0nHCD7V-2Bv8NVxeWTXmleohFoLckDcdNKFEVB0b0z-2FNCUMHbrdwLTiAwiA6E-3D
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.irwnA1ZB8N-2BHNL3jUmYY-2BDov8u6CFAWZv6uQtvzo8QXiJdCPGVaABuQID-2BPmQAMTXKQFSFUICxykVNI1xjtLTEEqXrotrI8nD2auRCOTNBQ-3DxhYr_NTfd1z6-2FLsfsfrCw9ZfxeiYx-2BihpdECsklLSWlCcjpNIgQCPyZvj9-2B06hadgXc4woms-2F193gNYmE0KXSwE3G-2BKN3nsnjSJWX5PhalsXIYMvxbsPsjWe7ZTCGTEdIfp77uVwVA6kwM-2FUr5QqdqxePvmUaNJ1AZoBJQGHjoTxPnzBnXdWWTgdVIr6C3PIN42y6tHJhUXxKmQ-2F2yUDnjG57ix-2BpUm9-2Fsc8yHNmS-2FpXCtBqqTXX60pXu1De08TwCH8SUD5nqHHq4FJOnzD8Jup-2Bp0bHLqCU9GnrXmCoLIfN-2BAVOn8o4VL-2FSlQXdouMTPTWdCz8JNxIwt9F7yOVKmVGGO8Mein2hOPcjUi32vhfhDv-2FgIqR-2FK3H650S8boi52U6GSb6CrfOzwUfLhiwX7-2FzJy1Worbp7h-2BsgEyAyDutOrJq7Jqm9OAFZUq5z6DhjC59Bh1xUQgrFXTcNR50EWyA04FZ7fQWdoXEpzWRZngt0XBb5IIw7iZGlsM8cUN0xtpONbxgEKj1BRhgSMEzjrefaNufwtbWObiAPAdUTkhz5DopEkHn4MezrL2Wed3r27OhWxy-2FmpfWbtCG3y2AQVkAu4VUL-2B6qg6Pfot3GzOg9UZro-2FgVexV-2BieAgTpCOBT1NuJLud-2BhKNQdIIKXRj5OiA7DG2Umu78CPTbEALiLaVZIPXRd8EHHJ0wGjm0Zucuir8a8EFs1QjkDDPbJalxoiJ8FI-2F8yWxDr1fQo6-2FH9B9flZPdJRlMp-2FYxlhKpL-2BVNgP1AwlaeSNzM60-2BjJSjhZkPG9Ox29AQXJ8wka-2Fsc3RO4uSzo-3D
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.irwnA1ZB8N-2BHNL3jUmYY-2BDov8u6CFAWZv6uQtvzo8QXtLK-2BjebaRlhjDUl3uFAtYThOVoEqIhCJpNsMQP67lCnsm7VYEhchHuLqY1iGMOE5G6d-2F4DPKFE5XkL61pwV8orBiFZ2WZUMSHYmL9AjJ58w-3D-3DZtl5_NTfd1z6-2FLsfsfrCw9ZfxeiYx-2BihpdECsklLSWlCcjpNIgQCPyZvj9-2B06hadgXc4woms-2F193gNYmE0KXSwE3G-2BKN3nsnjSJWX5PhalsXIYMvxbsPsjWe7ZTCGTEdIfp77uVwVA6kwM-2FUr5QqdqxePvmUaNJ1AZoBJQGHjoTxPnzBnXdWWTgdVIr6C3PIN42y6tHJhUXxKmQ-2F2yUDnjG57ix-2BpUm9-2Fsc8yHNmS-2FpXCtBqqTXX60pXu1De08TwCH8SUD5nqHHq4FJOnzD8Jup-2Bp0bHLqCU9GnrXmCoLIfN-2BAVOn8o4VL-2FSlQXdouMTPTWdCz8JNxIwt9F7yOVKmVGGO8Mein2hOPcjUi32vhfhDv-2FgIqR-2FK3H650S8boi52U6GSb6CrfOzwUfLhiwX7-2FzJy1Worbp7h-2BsgEyAyDutOrJq7Jqm9OAFZUq5z6DhjC59Bh1xUQgrFXTcNR50EWyA04FZ7fQWdoXEpzWRZngt0XBb5IIw7iZGlsM8cUN0xtpONbxgEKj1BRhgSMEzjrefaNufwtbWObiAPAdUTkhz5DopEkHn4MezrL2Wed3r27OhWxy-2FmpfWbtCG3y2AQVkAu4VdVDTHRfK4MgO1h3Qt3AaNaiNQkAUnmYy-2BCRV5kUkMkkl2sUGmCSA4VkjpMhP8DEEUZ6eAPBlR2dan0YLc-2F4ndsxfj6oqrspx2V6DoyfdHMbv2FQUqBmffMB8SzFTgfD7UXfWAaAp5qsALWeC1cSUz1MNBKCYYF-2FJAE3Pveb0EslovKiLcxJFVyeWrVlCOLATeIV-2FAT7eLeLQdYqDKfAU7E-3D
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.irwnA1ZB8N-2BHNL3jUmYY-2BJ-2BubI4QSSKNU0Wz0cQgG-2B-2F68hXMj2BdVU3b4AwxDgTlRlilQ4LFlpCWtBuJllYdyhnLTTNHPgRRGeAI34CcW6scMdsHcKwrocjaG9KS1LV87HDWW6T3CzP3cCjkKhza3g-3D-3D01Td_NTfd1z6-2FLsfsfrCw9ZfxeiYx-2BihpdECsklLSWlCcjpNIgQCPyZvj9-2B06hadgXc4woms-2F193gNYmE0KXSwE3G-2BKN3nsnjSJWX5PhalsXIYMvxbsPsjWe7ZTCGTEdIfp77uVwVA6kwM-2FUr5QqdqxePvmUaNJ1AZoBJQGHjoTxPnzBnXdWWTgdVIr6C3PIN42y6tHJhUXxKmQ-2F2yUDnjG57ix-2BpUm9-2Fsc8yHNmS-2FpXCtBqqTXX60pXu1De08TwCH8SUD5nqHHq4FJOnzD8Jup-2Bp0bHLqCU9GnrXmCoLIfN-2BAVOn8o4VL-2FSlQXdouMTPTWdCz8JNxIwt9F7yOVKmVGGO8Mein2hOPcjUi32vhfhDv-2FgIqR-2FK3H650S8boi52U6GSb6CrfOzwUfLhiwX7-2FzJy1Worbp7h-2BsgEyAyDutOrJq7Jqm9OAFZUq5z6DhjC59Bh1xUQgrFXTcNR50EWyA04FZ7fQWdoXEpzWRZngt0XBb5IIw7iZGlsM8cUN0xtpONbxgEKj1BRhgSMEzjrefaNufwtbWObiAPAdUTkhz5DopEkHn4MezrL2Wed3r27OhWxy-2FmpfWbtCG3y2AQVkAu4VSCjdZtCFutBB0TfqxEOp7HfoQbuQnksw0PbvPVRbw29dv1bgO17h2PRrSLHp8T3CjkzOwhyuLBdx1JsDQ0gcKicNnzIKD5bBpao37PCR52qvuZy-2B68EaFMO7w5P-2Bt3-2BH-2BhuFByt8-2Ba-2FEXwMQ-2FDGeBlKIJYsLQKgu-2B7x7LVd7Sil3enFjdouNqfAImW-2BBdPIysr1h9sH9YRaZzCgkR6y0xw-3D
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.irwnA1ZB8N-2BHNL3jUmYY-2BK6ki9wV13ZHo6u9q6FVUDufzWk8vcnFdpTzV0IlE2AYTYYF0KfHiCF6Q-2Fro-2F55XveTNPS62F2XctsGhioVLlBM7jNssFvVH13Iw1XtkcjDCpOpa1iV4qp0lvA-2FPmS0WaA-2BubW191LcSR1G7tf4uyLlC-2FWCLgQZU1swq6oKB4kO3Dehz7EMs-2F3MT3H3NCzd3qg-3D-3Dps3a_NTfd1z6-2FLsfsfrCw9ZfxeiYx-2BihpdECsklLSWlCcjpNIgQCPyZvj9-2B06hadgXc4woms-2F193gNYmE0KXSwE3G-2BKN3nsnjSJWX5PhalsXIYMvxbsPsjWe7ZTCGTEdIfp77uVwVA6kwM-2FUr5QqdqxePvmUaNJ1AZoBJQGHjoTxPnzBnXdWWTgdVIr6C3PIN42y6tHJhUXxKmQ-2F2yUDnjG57ix-2BpUm9-2Fsc8yHNmS-2FpXCtBqqTXX60pXu1De08TwCH8SUD5nqHHq4FJOnzD8Jup-2Bp0bHLqCU9GnrXmCoLIfN-2BAVOn8o4VL-2FSlQXdouMTPTWdCz8JNxIwt9F7yOVKmVGGO8Mein2hOPcjUi32vhfhDv-2FgIqR-2FK3H650S8boi52U6GSb6CrfOzwUfLhiwX7-2FzJy1Worbp7h-2BsgEyAyDutOrJq7Jqm9OAFZUq5z6DhjC59Bh1xUQgrFXTcNR50EWyA04FZ7fQWdoXEpzWRZngt0XBb5IIw7iZGlsM8cUN0xtpONbxgEKj1BRhgSMEzjrefaNufwtbWObiAPAdUTkhz5DopEkHn4MezrL2Wed3r27OhWxy-2FmpfWbtCG3y2AQVkAu4Vbt1BKoONPk3jMOMx0nqOo3bUygEHZKlzQIxK8NyLI5EyC0mGWWwr9JpW4UPUNrkeTDFklGcJuBuLyLBQVhVd3Xq6Z9DgcYYIo0oaV5IRKIeGv-2BAS4HkSHqXWSvycuFxDjCWrAN7QV4ldvhuWEOjc2Z6egxKQcYNBlhrW9Z7b7DD8HD-2BFmUS4fS-2FPjKwTIayzU6RGhbg1tRPkjsfxLEs-2FKU-3D
https://u36605228.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.irwnA1ZB8N-2BHNL3jUmYY-2BG9tqeIEBRLJsAHPoYZ-2BvY9oVmPmjwx-2B06GMxuK1ztKocZ7q4LB-2BfYdy1nFGxasbTVvU7SJlEa3r7iDnhlF63F1pvg95HU1jWscBtlRzFE0fbcOcpwc3p0CsErDUaovQUl7xupZEN-2BcqKkKKZOWFLrTE-2BVsqMm0LCDL9iBzRSwrEe21rVu8O1WaR9-2BRxesnISiTjqRKlYnh5znwJy-2Fkov4BSxycdMe77-2BBsH5lvh7ePBQUSRe-2BAfvZfj-2Bk8EE1LZjNf00SUktc7SKuqQ959Z8b4KYfEh2NM-2FwW0TvuSNzTAxU93s_NTfd1z6-2FLsfsfrCw9ZfxeiYx-2BihpdECsklLSWlCcjpNIgQCPyZvj9-2B06hadgXc4woms-2F193gNYmE0KXSwE3G-2BKN3nsnjSJWX5PhalsXIYMvxbsPsjWe7ZTCGTEdIfp77uVwVA6kwM-2FUr5QqdqxePvmUaNJ1AZoBJQGHjoTxPnzBnXdWWTgdVIr6C3PIN42y6tHJhUXxKmQ-2F2yUDnjG57ix-2BpUm9-2Fsc8yHNmS-2FpXCtBqqTXX60pXu1De08TwCH8SUD5nqHHq4FJOnzD8Jup-2Bp0bHLqCU9GnrXmCoLIfN-2BAVOn8o4VL-2FSlQXdouMTPTWdCz8JNxIwt9F7yOVKmVGGO8Mein2hOPcjUi32vhfhDv-2FgIqR-2FK3H650S8boi52U6GSb6CrfOzwUfLhiwX7-2FzJy1Worbp7h-2BsgEyAyDutOrJq7Jqm9OAFZUq5z6DhjC59Bh1xUQgrFXTcNR50EWyA04FZ7fQWdoXEpzWRZngt0XBb5IIw7iZGlsM8cUN0xtpONbxgEKj1BRhgSMEzjrefaNufwtbWObiAPAdUTkhz5DopEkHn4MezrL2Wed3r27OhWxy-2FmpfWbtCG3y2AQVkAu4Vaywnw-2Fua-2BmPSM6Oov3WwXLlmDbxjq2HFNO60FvNGnsa-2FurrfpO77kuBxOTJuS10CLagvK0oWYcdduk-2FXBbEx3SoA6QLmTRt5FYzjJ9SqLBgJ4qy04wkhvW3s1o7qt-2BsS4f-2B4MvQ4VMoT3y9VQC6D3pwawgvueJ8jM9n87sn65AcyHoRpkiVN3-2B92U03IaGtRVpLg0yg114-2FWIGGjOc83xE-3D


healthcare, to re-cast it as a human right, a necessity akin to public education, not
a  profit-making  opportunity  for  Thompson,  Witty,  and  health  insurance
shareholders.

I fear that, unless we articulate concrete demands for publicly funded healthcare,
we may lose this opportunity. Since Mangione’s arrest, there have been concerns
of copycat attacks against other insurance CEOs. A Florida woman was arrested
for merely saying to a representative of Blue Cross Blue Shield after having a
claim denied,  “Delay,  deny,  depose.  You people  are next.”  Apparently,  death
threats are commonplace for health insurance executives. According to the Wall
Street  Journal,  “Vicky  Gregg,  the  former  CEO  of  BlueCross  BlueShield  of
Tennessee, said she got repeated death threats when she was in the job years
ago.”

Can we unite around, not just our common hatred of a system that preys on us,
but on the system that will solve the crisis? That is our challenge. We have only a
small window of time before the industry and the punditocracy that backs it could
beat us into submission, convincing us that sympathy over the murder of one man
ought to eclipse the neglect of millions and that there is no alternative to the
unjust system we are living with.

Even Obama ultimately backed a Medicare-for-all system, albeit after he was out
of office. Senator Bernie Sanders, one of the most stalwart champions of publicly
funded healthcare, has called for the building of a political movement rather than
random acts of violence, to replace health insurance with a single-payer system.

Sanders said, “The way we’re going to reform our healthcare system is having
people come together and understanding that it is the right of every American to
be able to walk into a doctor’s office when they need to and not have to take out
their wallet.” We deserve nothing less than that.

By Sonali Kolhatkar
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at  Yes!  Magazine.  She  serves  as  the  co-director  of  the  nonprofit  solidarity
organization  the  Afghan  Women’s  Mission  and  is  a  co-author  of  Bleeding
Afghanistan. She also sits on the board of directors of Justice Action Center, an
immigrant rights organization.

Source: Independent Media Institute

Credit  Line:  This  article  was produced by Economy for  All,  a  project  of  the
Independent Media Institute.
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