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07-29-2024 ~ The authoritarian, dystopian settings that the U.S. created in so
many places across the world are being reconceived by ultra-conservative forces
affiliated with Trump for the purpose of introducing them here.

Since the rise of the United States into a global power, U.S. policymakers have
been keen on halting the spread of popular government abroad by undermining
democratic  institutions;  overthrowing  or  assassinating  elected  leaders;  and
installing brutal, vicious military dictatorships. Indeed, the fact of the matter is
that the United States has invaded more countries, organized more coups, and
installed more military  dictatorships  than any other  imperialist  power in  the
course  of  history.  During the  Cold  War  alone,  Washington staged dozens  of
invasions, orchestrated or sponsored numerous coups that installed subservient
governments, and engaged in total in over 70 attempts at regime change.

U.S. involvement in foreign coups was so widespread that a common joke was
that there has never been a coup d’état in the United States because there is no
U.S. Embassy there. Of course, the joke was before the political era of former U.S.
President Donald J. Trump and thus has lost some of its sting. Because what
happened at the U.S. Capitol on January 6, 2021 was a coup attempt incited by
the rhetoric of an outgoing president as part of his effort to overturn the results of
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the  2020  presidential  election.  Moreover,  Trump  has  warned  voters  of  a
“bloodbath” for the country if he is not elected in November 2024.

The  roosters  have  come  home  to  roost.  The  U.S.  is  sleepwalking  toward
democratic collapse and into a Trump proto-fascist dictatorship. If Donald Trump
gets elected in November, “the gloves are off… its four years of scorched earth,”
as Republican National Committee boss Lara Trump proudly announced to an
audience a few months ago. Never mind people like John Bolton who tried to
make the argument that Trump did not attempt a coup on January 6 because he is
not competent enough to have done so. Those who entertain such thoughts seem
to imply that it takes brilliance to destroy democracy. Yet, a reactionary revolt
against democracy (or what’s left of it  in the U.S.) has been underway since
Trump gained control of the GOP. Trump encouraged violence during his 2016
campaign and levied harsh attacks against his opponents. Upon assuming office
as  president,  he  exhibited  blunt  authoritarian  tendencies  and  levied  attacks
against the press. And when he lost a free and fair election in 2020, he tried to
block a peaceful transfer of power.

But even if Trump isn’t capable enough to draw up a plan on his own for the
dismantling of our democracy from within, there are plenty of extreme right-
wingers  able  and  willing  to  show  him  how  it  can  be  done.  Indeed,  the
authoritarian, dystopian settings that the U.S. created in so many places across
the  world  from the  end  of  the  Second  World  War  to  the  present—through
Washington’s  support  of  oppressive  political  regimes that  committed massive
violations of human rights against their own citizens and forced them to live
under  constant  threat—are  being  reconceived  by  ultra-conservative  forces
affiliated with Trump for the purpose of introducing them here inside the United
States. This is precisely the aim of Project 2025, a Heritage Foundation plan to
reshape the United States in a manner consistent with the ideology and vision of
neoliberal proto-fascism.

Project 2025 is not Trump’s plan, but a plan for Trump. It’s also fair to point out
that Trump has publicly denied knowing anything about the dystopian Project
2025. Yet,  many of the people who worked in high-level positions during his
presidency served as authors of the project. In fact, CNN reported finding some
240 people “with ties to both Project 2025 and to Trump.” It is thus ludicrous for
Trump to claim ignorance of this extreme far-right agenda and having “no idea
who is behind it.” Also, Paul Dans, director of the 2025 Presidential Transition
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Project at The Heritage Foundation and who had previously served in the Trump
administration as the chief of staff at the Office of Personnel Management, said
on a radio show during the Republican primary race last year that “Trump’s very
brought in with this.” Last week, the same person suddenly claimed that the idea
that Trump is attached to Project 2025 is a “hoax.”

More  important,  while  Trump and his  campaign  staff  have  pointed  out  that
Agenda 47 is  their  official  policy platform for the 2024 presidential  election,
Project 2025 and Agenda 47 have a lot of overlap in terms of ideas and policy
plans. They both contain plans for the reshaping of U.S. government and civil
society that can only be described as “fascist.” They both assert that the mission
they serve is to rescue the country from the influence of the radical left.

Project 2025 envisions the end of the administrative state by placing the entire
federal bureaucracy under direct presidential control. In other words, the plan is
for  Trump  to  rule  as  a  Unitary  Executive,  long  considered  a  pathway  for
autocracy. Likewise, Trump’s plan in Agenda 47 is to dismantle what it calls the
“deep state” by firing thousands of civil servants and replacing them with party
hacks (though in Agenda 47 they are called “patriots who love America”). In doing
so, Trump claims, federal bureaucrats and politician will be “held accountable to
the  American  people.”  Not  to  the  president,  mind  you,  who  will  now  have
complete control  of  the federal  bureaucracy,  but to the American people.  Of
course, not a single word is mentioned in Agenda 47 about how the “people” even
enter the power equation of holding bureaucrats and politicians accountable to
the popular will. But authoritarian leaders and wannabe dictators have always
been  masters  of  propaganda  who  engineer  techniques  of  mass  manipulation
through the politics of illusion. And no propaganda tool is more effective in the
authoritarian playbook than the one that justifies the dismantling of checks and
balances as “corrupt obstacles to the popular will.”

State control over public education and teachers has always been an integral
component  of  fascist  ideology  and  strategy.  In  the  neoliberal  proto-fascist
mentality  that  guides  the  thinking  of  the  architects  of  Project  2025,  the
contention made however is  that  federal  intervention in education should be
severely limited and that, ultimately, the federal Department of Education should
be eliminated. This is because their reactionary vision for the future of the United
States would not object to the conversion of public schools into religious zones
and calls for the rejection of “gender ideology” and the banning of “critical race
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theory.” Thus, it is of paramount importance that complete authority over primary
and secondary education, including funding, transfers to the state and local level.
Likewise,  Project  2025  also  endorses  universal  school  choice  and  allowing
families to access public funds to pay for private school tuition. Moreover, Project
2025 wants to ban any public education employee or institution from using a
pronoun in addressing a student that does not “match a person’s biological sex”
without the written permission of a student’s parents or guardians.

The call  for  the  banning of  “critical  race  theory”  is  utterly  revealing of  the
ideological underpinnings of the architects of Project 2025. They want to see
“critical race theory” forced out of classrooms because, they argue, its emphasis
on  the  racist  history  of  the  United  States  “disrupts  the  values  that  hold
communities together.” It’s rather shameful though that they omitted mentioning
slavery as one of the values that should “hold communities together.”

As for higher education, which comes under severe attack by the reactionary
minds behind Project 2025 for being “hostile to free expression” and “American
exceptionalism,” student loans and grants should be placed into the hands of the
private sector. They also call on the next president to downplay the value of a
bachelor’s degree by removing it as a requirement for any federal job unless it is
specifically demanded.

Agenda 47 is an even more extreme version of Project 2025 on the issue of
education and comes much closer to authentic fascism. Trump’s proposals for
K-12 schools call for, among other things, ending federal funding to any school
teaching “critical race theory,” certifying only teachers who embrace “patriotic
values,” firing Department of Education employees deemed radical zealots and
Marxists, pushing prayer in public schools, and abolishing teacher tenure.

Trump’s Agenda 47 and Project 2025 also share the same extremist views on
immigration and climate change. Project 2025 wants to demolish the entire U.S.
immigration system while Trump wants to engage in draconian measures against
undocumented  immigrants,  which  includes  a  pledge  to  deport  millions  of
undocumented  immigrants  living  in  the  United  States.

Regarding climate change, Project 2025 is all about a project that backs a fossil
fuel agenda and wants to go so far as to eliminate the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration because it’s “one of the main drivers of the climate

https://static.project2025.org/2025_MandateForLeadership_CHAPTER-11.pdf
https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/meetthepressblog/trump-calls-certifying-patriotic-teachers-cutting-funds-schools-teachi-rcna67836
https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/meetthepressblog/trump-calls-certifying-patriotic-teachers-cutting-funds-schools-teachi-rcna67836
https://www.sierraclub.org/sierra/project-2025-blueprint-canceling-american-democracy


change alarm industry.” Trump’s stance on energy and climate as expressed in
Agenda 47 is in full alignment with Project 2025 and can be summarized by three
words: “DRILL, BABY, DRILL.”

Finally, both the Heritage Foundation’s Project 2025 and Trump’s Agenda 47
(along with his already established record on the matter) make abundantly clear
that  serving the interests  of  a  plutocracy is  of  equal  importance to them as
destroying the environment and turning back the clock on social and cultural
progress through the implementation of extreme authoritarian measures. Among
other  major  changes  to  the  tax  system,  Project  2025 calls  for  reducing  the
corporate tax to 18% and cementing the tax on capital gains and dividends at
15%. A second Trump presidency would most certainly also see another round of
tax cuts targeted at the very rich.

In sum, there should be little doubt in any concerned citizen’s mind that the
reactionary forces in this country, led by one of the most authentic con artists in
political  history,  are  as  close  as  they  have  ever  been  to  dismantling  U.S.
democracy and replacing it in turn with a dystopian setting guided by the very
same  vision,  values,  and  even  tactics  that  have  been  the  hallmark  of  U.S.
imperialist efforts to install and support neo-fascist regimes around the globe.

Source: https://www.commondreams.org/opinion/project-2025-agenda-47 

C.J. Polychroniou is a political economist/political scientist who has taught and
worked in numerous universities and research centers in Europe and the United
States. His latest books are The Precipice: Neoliberalism, the Pandemic and the
Urgent Need for Social Change (A collection of interviews with Noam Chomsky;
Haymarket  Books,  2021),  and  Economics  and  the  Left:  Interviews  with
Progressive  Economists  (Verso,  2021).

 

https://www.sierraclub.org/sierra/project-2025-blueprint-canceling-american-democracy
https://www.donaldjtrump.com/agenda47/agenda47-america-must-have-the-1-lowest-cost-energy-and-electricity-on-earth
https://www.commondreams.org/opinion/project-2025-agenda-47

